
Disunity in the Church 

Introduction:  

People of God, The Thirty Years’ War, which raged from 
1618 to 1648, began as a religious conflict in the heart of 
Europe. The continent was sharply divided between 
Catholics and Protestants, especially within the fractured 
boundaries of the Holy Roman Empire. Tensions finally 
exploded when a group of Protestant nobles in Bohemia 
revolted against the Catholic emperor, sparking a war that 
would soon engulf nearly all of Europe. 

But it wasn’t long before the war became about more than 
just doctrine. Kings and princes seized the opportunity to 
pursue their own ambitions. Major powers like France, 
Sweden, and Spain joined the conflict—not merely to 
defend their faith, but to gain territory, influence, and 
political advantage. What began as a theological dispute 
spiraled into a full-blown struggle for control of the 
European order. 

The consequences were catastrophic. Most of the fighting 
took place on German soil, and the devastation was 
staggering. Towns were burned, farms were abandoned, 
and large portions of the population simply vanished. 

After three decades of bloodshed, the war finally ended 
with the signing of the Peace of Westphalia in 1648. This 
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series of treaties allowed rulers to choose Catholicism, 
Lutheranism, or Calvinism for their territories, cementing 
a new standard of religious tolerance in Europe. At the 
same time, it weakened the Holy Roman Empire, 
strengthened nations like France and Sweden, and laid the 
groundwork for the modern system of sovereign nation-
states, which could exist without the meddling of external 
forces like the Holy Roman Empire and the Pope. 

In the end, a war that began over faith turned into a 
struggle for power, leaving Europe spiritually fractured, 
politically rearranged, and socially devastated.  

During this war, an obscure Lutheran theologian named 
Rupertus Meldenius, later identified as Peter Meiderlin 
urged peace and unity among Christians, saying this:  

“If we might keep unity in essentials, liberty in non-essentials, and 
charity in both, our affairs would be in the best shape.” 

His statement later grew into a maxim – “In essentials, unity. 
In non-essentials, liberty. And in all things, charity.” 

Last Lord’s Day, we began a three-part series on the unity 
of the Church. In that first sermon, I argued that our unity 
as the body of Christ is built on the shared Faith, Hope, 
and Love we have in Him. In essentials, Unity. 
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Today’s sermon will be on some causes for Disunity in the  
Church, in which we refuse to allow for liberty in non-
essentials. And next week we will discuss how to maintain 
the unity of the Spirit in the bond of peace in the Church, 
in which I will urge for stronger and greater love.  

James 4:1-6 
Where do wars and fights come from among you? 
Do they not come from your desires for pleasure that war in your 
members? 2 You lust and do not have. You murder and covet and 
cannot obtain. You fight and war. Yet you do not have because 
you do not ask. 3 You ask and do not receive, because you ask 
amiss, that you may spend it on your pleasures. 4 Adulterers and 
adulteresses! Do you not know that friendship with the world is 
enmity with God? Whoever therefore wants to be a friend of the 
world makes himself an enemy of God. 5 Or do you think that the 
Scripture says in vain, “The Spirit who dwells in us yearns 
jealously”? 

6 But He gives more grace. Therefore He says: 
“God resists the proud, 

But gives grace to the humble.” 
 

The causes for fights and quarrels among the people of 
God is because we desire and do not have. Some desire 
more control, some desire more influence, some desire 
more freedom of expression and association, and these 
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things can begin to run into each other, causing disunity in 
the church. But this is a worldliness that God hates. It is 
rooted in pride and can only be resolved when we are 
humbled and allow for the grace of God. 

In 1 Timothy 6:3–5, Paul warns about people who sow 
discord among brothers. Listen to what he says:  

3 If anyone teaches otherwise and does not consent to wholesome 
words, even the words of our Lord Jesus Christ, and to 
the doctrine which accords with godliness, 4 he is proud, knowing 
nothing, but is obsessed with disputes and arguments over words, 
from which come envy, strife, reviling, evil suspicions, 5 useless 
wranglings of men of corrupt minds and destitute of the truth, 
who suppose that godliness is a means of gain. From such 
withdraw yourself. 

Sadly, there are people in the church who love to argue, to 
stir up conflicts. They quarrel over words, and the 
doctrines which they talk about are not discussed to help 
believers grow up into greater godliness, but only to spread 
suspicion. produce bitterness, slander, and provoke 
disagreements, and ill-will, which causes endless and 
meaningless friction among believers.  

Many of these people exist today, and of course they have 
their own blogs, Youtube channels, or are on X. Some are 
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even Christian ministers. Some go by the name of 
“discernment ministries.” Their ministries, if they can be 
called that, are frequently marked by pitting believers and 
doctrinal teachings against one another in order to uphold 
their own pride and ego.  

Some of these people thrive on saying provocative things in 
order to seek more influence, gain attention, get clicks, 
likes, and ad revenues. Their teaching doesn’t build up the 
body—it fractures it, and causes division between fellow 
believers. Their behavior reveals a heart seems to be 
poisoned by selfish ambition, and party spirit, rather than 
true unity in Christ and the truth of His word. Where this 
kind of spirit takes hold of a person, or in a group of 
people, it is almost impossible for unity to last. 

This is the cause of much Disunity in the Church today. 

Tribalism and the Idolatry of Personality 

Now while I was talking about that, I think I was vague 
enough for many of you to think of someone who fits that 
description. But would you be surprised to find out that 
the person in the pew behind you was thinking of someone 
different? Which just goes to show, that this divisive spirit 
has spread even to the most conservative and orthodox 
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pastors and teachers. This spirit of strife has become not a 
bug of the church, but a feature.  

Many of the pastors and teachers you like so much out 
there, another person in the church thinks is a bad guy 
who exhibits certain kinds of character traits that are 
divisive. And you probably overlook those things in him, 
and instead see them in someone else. We are all willing to 
overlook a multitude of sins with those we love. But those 
we have no love for, those we have no respect for, we give 
them the cold shoulder and warn other people about 
them. It is a very human thing to do.   

What this reveals to us is, that there are divisions in the 
body of Christ because we have a tendency to elevate 
teachers and preachers and ministries to a status that they 
ought not to have in our hearts and minds. Because what 
this does is it creates factions with tribalistic divisions and 
loyalties in the body of Christ. And we pit one minister 
against another minister. And then we no longer see them 
as mere servants of Christ, but we place upon them undo 
loyalty and honor that belongs to no man. Jesus said to his 
disciples in Matthew 23 –  

8 But you, do not be called ‘Rabbi’; for One is your Teacher, the 
Christ, and you are all brethren. 9 Do not call anyone on earth 
your father; for One is your Father, He who is in heaven. 10 And 
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do not be called teachers; for One is your Teacher, the 
Christ. 11 But he who is greatest among you shall be your 
servant. 12 And whoever exalts himself will be humbled, and he 
who humbles himself will be exalted. 

Teachers, Fathers, Pastors – we are all brothers and 
servants, and we all have one Master and Teacher whom 
we are to promote. Not ourselves.  

Listen to what Paul says. 

10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 
that all of you agree, and that there be no divisions among you, 
but that you be united in the same mind and the same 
judgment. 11 For it has been reported to me by Chloe's people that 
there is quarreling among you, my brothers. 12 What I mean is 
that each one of you says, “I follow Paul,” or “I follow Apollos,” 
or “I follow Cephas,” or “I follow Christ.” 13 Is Christ divided? 
Was Paul crucified for you? Or were you baptized in the name of 
Paul?”  

I mentioned this in my sermon last week, so I will continue 
with the example.  

Some might say I am of Moscow and Doug Wilson, Or I 
am of Ogden and Brian Sauve or Eric Conn. Or I am of 
Georgetown and Joel Webbon. Or I am of Theopolis and 
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Birmingham and of Peter Leithart. Or, God forbid,  I am 
of Pella and of Mike Shover. 

This kind of behavior, which elevates Church servants to a 
status of tribal loyalty, is infantile and immature and 
divisive. Paul goes on to tell the Corinthians that this kind 
of schismatic behavior indicates that they are still of the 
flesh and are not yet ready for solid food of the word and 
are only capable of receiving the milk of the word.  

1 Cor. 3:1-9; 16-17 

For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of 
the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4 For when one says, 
“I follow Paul,” and another, “I follow Apollos,” are you not 
being merely human? – in other words, of the flesh? 

5 What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom 
you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6 I planted, Apollos 
watered, but God gave the growth. 7 So neither he who plants nor 
he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the 
growth. 8 He who plants and he who waters are one, and 
each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9 For we 
are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building. 
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16 Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's 
Spirit dwells in you? 17 If anyone destroys God's temple, God will 
destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple. 

So who are we, but mere servants of Christ. Which means, 
there ought not to be immature, fleshly, tribal loyalties and 
divisions between certain ministers and ministries. And 
ministers ought not to be seeking converts to themselves, 
but only to Christ.  

Manufactured Division 

These tribal fault lines have existed since the earliest days 
of the Church—it’s an all-too-human problem. But now, 
they are amplified and broadcast daily through the 
internet. The internet has become a battleground where 
ministers compete for influence, and followers rally like 
groupies around their favorite voices. In this environment, 
disagreement is rarely handled with charity or clarity. 
Instead, words are twisted, motives are maligned, and 
reputations are dragged through the mud to serve 
someone’s preferred narrative. 

Petty quarrels and theological differences—often minor—are 
blown out of proportion and turned into public spectacles. 
There is almost no real, face-to-face conversation or 
reconciliation. Just tweets, subtweets, blogs, and videos—
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where people posture and provoke, often for attention, 
power, or profit. 

Sometimes it's the ministers themselves sowing discord; 
more often, it's their self-appointed defenders. These 
partisans stoke division in the body of Christ, and those 
watching from the sidelines are pressured to take sides—
drawn in by tribal loyalty or fear of being labeled 
compromised. 

We are being catechized by algorithms of outrage. The 
platforms reward conflict. And the loudest voices teach us 
that faithfulness to Christ means constantly naming 
enemies and condemning others. If you hesitate to play 
along—if you refuse to denounce the “bad guy”—you 
become suspect. You're seen as deceived, compromised, or 
even complicit. 

And if we’re not watchful, we’ll all be swept into this cycle 
of suspicion, strife, and spiritual struggle sessions. 
Christians are taking sides in controversies they barely 
understand—not because of biblical conviction, but because 
of pressure from their online circles. And this isn’t limited 
to fringe corners. It’s happening across the Reformed and 
evangelical world—Moscow, Ogden, Birmingham, 
Georgetown, everywhere. 
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The pattern is always the same: 
We pick teams. 
We adopt tribal shibboleths. 
We use those slogans as tests of faithfulness. 
We watch for the slightest misstep in language. 
And when someone doesn’t phrase things “correctly,” we 
treat them with suspicion—labeling them a threat to the 
truth, a compromiser of the faith. 

And if the conflict can be monetized—if clicks, likes, or 
donations increase with every attack—then all the better. 

Soon, new litmus tests for orthodoxy and fellowship 
emerge. But these have nothing to do with the gospel. 
They are not rooted in faith in Christ. They are tools for 
enforcing tribal loyalty—and they fracture the Church that 
Christ died to unite. 

The fruit of the Spirit—love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, 
goodness, faithfulness, gentleness, self-control—these are eclipsed 
by the works of the flesh: enmity, strife, jealousy, fits of anger, 
rivalries, dissensions, divisions, and suspicion (Galatians 5:19–
23). 

You see it. I see it. And I want no part in it, I refuse to play 
their stupid game.  I don’t want you caught up in it either. 
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As long as we measure another Christian’s faithfulness by 
mere human allegiances— and by where others stand on 
secondary debates, or which personalities they follow—we 
are not defending and protecting the unity of the Church. 
We are actually tearing it apart. Because our justification, 
our adoption, our inclusion in the people of God does not 
rest on any of those things. It is by faith in Christ, and by 
faith alone. And I want Christ the Redeemer Church to be 
known for our love and faithfulness in Christ alone, not 
some stupid online controversy. We are Christians after 
all. 

Mere Christian 

John Wesley had a dream once in which he went to hell, 
and he asked, “Are there any Baptists here?” “O, yes there 
are Baptists here.” “Are there any Presbyterians?” “Yes, 
there are Presbyterians.” “Are there Anglicans, Catholics, 
Lutherans, Methodists?” “Yes, We are all here.” 

But then he was transported to heaven and then he asked 
“Are there any Baptists here? Any Presbyterians, Anglicans, 
Lutherans, Catholics, Methodists?” “No. There are only 
Christians here.” 

The early church had to resist the divisive spirit that gave 
too much emphasis to any one apostle. But they also had 
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to resist the divisiveness that comes from adding things to 
the Gospel, like the works of the law: circumcision and 
sabbath keeping, and dietary matters. The apostles insisted 
that the only means of justification and union with Christ 
and the Church is faith and baptism.  

And today, we must resist adding anything else to our 
union in Christ and the Church. We must not give undo 
allegiance to any one pastor or teacher. We must not adopt 
tribalistic shibboleths, slogans, or join in social media 
alliances against others, or demand others adhere to our 
theological pet peeves as being the new marks of a true 
Christianity.  

Anyone who insists on such additions is not protecting the 
Unity of the Church—they are perverting the gospel, and 
they are disrupting the Church’s Unity, for they are 
dividing Christ.  

Let me give you an anecdote that illustrates how we often 
sow unnecessary division in the body of Christ. 

Two men were sitting on a bench and struck up a 
conversation. They quickly discovered they were both 
Christians. 
“What kind of Christian?” 
“Reformed.” 
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“Me too.” 
“What kind of Reformed?” 
“Presbyterian.” 
“Same here.” 
“Which version of the Confession?” 
“1646, original.” 
“Me too.” 
“Any exceptions?” 
“None.” 
“Strict Sabbatarian?” 
“Absolutely.” 
On and on it went—total agreement on every theological 
distinctive. 
Then came the final question: “Do you sprinkle once or 
three times in baptism?” 
“I sprinkle once.” 
The other man stood up, pointed at him, and said, 
“Heretic,” and walked away. 

That, right there, is how division happens. 

Liberty of Conscience 

Every person believes they’re right in their views—
otherwise, they wouldn’t hold them. But Christian 
maturity recognizes that God has not spoken with equal 
clarity on every issue. In areas where Scripture is silent or 
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allows for differing conclusions, we are to exercise liberty 
of conscience. 

Westminster Confession of Faith 20.2. 

“God alone is Lord of the conscience, and hath left it free from 
the doctrines and commandments of men which are, in anything, 
contrary to His Word, or beside it in matters of faith or worship.” 

In other words - Only God has authority over the 
conscience, and no human rules can bind it as being 
necessary to be believed, especially when they contradict or 
go beyond Scripture in matters of faith or worship. 

In Romans 14, Paul addresses this very thing: 
“One person believes he may eat anything, while the weak person 
eats only vegetables… One esteems one day as better than another, 
while another esteems all days alike. Each one should be fully 
convinced in his own mind… Why do you pass judgment on your 
brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all 
stand before the judgment seat of God…” 

Not every issue is essential to faith and worship. If a matter 
does not strike at the heart of the gospel or the 
fundamentals of Christian doctrine, then it falls into the 
category of adiaphora—things indifferent. You are free 
under God to hold your view and practice it. And no one 
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has the authority to bind your conscience where God has 
not. 

Tyranny of Preference 

But here’s the danger: some people love control. They 
can’t tolerate the thought that someone might think or act 
differently than they do. So they look for reasons to be 
offended—not because real sin is present, but because they 
want to impose their preferences on others. They police 
opinions on politics, economics, science, or even harmless 
personal interests. But unless someone is leading others 
into sin, no one has the right to say, “You can’t believe 
that,” or “You shouldn’t enjoy that,” or “You must not 
think that.” God alone is Lord of the conscience. 

That said, liberty is not license. Christian freedom is always 
tempered by love. If your freedom unsettles the faith of a 
weaker brother—if your conversation or behavior genuinely 
causes him to stumble—you have a duty to refrain in that 
moment. As Paul says: 
“Do not destroy the one for whom Christ died by what you eat… 
For the kingdom of God is not a matter of eating and drinking 
but of righteousness and peace and joy in the Holy Spirit.” 

You are free to enjoy your liberties—but for the sake of 
peace, you may need to keep some of them private. Not 
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because they’re sinful, but because love demands that we 
consider how our actions affect others. That’s not 
compromise. That’s maturity. That’s Christian love. 

This is what Paul means when he says, “Be like-minded.” 
He doesn’t mean we must agree on everything. He means 
we must walk together in charity, make room for legitimate 
differences, and focus on Christ as the ground of our 
unity. 

And in these kinds of situations, both parties can be guilty 
of divisiveness. 

Sometimes, it’s the weaker brother who demands that 
everyone else conform to his narrow convictions—even in 
private. He elevates personal scruples to universal law. But 
that’s not unity—that’s legalism and spiritual tyranny. It 
undermines the simplicity of faith as the basis of our 
standing before God. 

Other times, it’s the one with liberty who disrupts 
fellowship by flaunting his freedom—needlessly pressing his 
opinions and preferences, even when it unsettles others. 

Both are in the wrong. 

The path of unity says: You are free to pursue your 
interests in private, to the glory of God. And you, who do 
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not share those interests, are free from the burden of 
policing someone else’s conscience. 

If I take interest in something—or participate in a 
conversation online that bothers you—you are free to look 
away. But you are not free to demand that I stop, so long as 
I am not sinning. Just because something offends you 
doesn’t mean it’s sinful. And it certainly doesn’t mean I 
have to give it up. I too am free in Christ. 

Let me give a picture of this. A man was enjoying a fire in 
his backyard firepit. His neighbor came outside—smoking a 
cigarette—and told him to put the fire out. “I don’t like it,” 
he said. The man refused. The offended neighbor called 
the fire department. The chief came and told the man to 
extinguish the fire because his neighbor didn’t like it. 
Again, the man refused: “My freedom doesn’t end where 
his offense begins.” The fire chief called the mayor. The 
mayor replied, “Leave him alone. He’s broken no law. He 
has every right to enjoy his fire.” 

That story captures many of the problems in the Church. 
We are often too quick to be offended by someone else’s 
freedom. But we must remember: we are not each other’s 
master. We are all servants of Christ—and Christ alone is 
our judge. 
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And when we understand that, it frees us. 
It frees us to walk in peace. 
It frees us to stop managing each other’s decisions. 
It frees us to focus on what truly matters—building up the 
body of Christ in love. 

The Purity Spiral 

Let’s return to the two men on the bench. They agree on 
nearly everything—until one of them speaks positively 
about Rev. Goodfellow. At the mere mention of his name, 
the other man stands up, sneers, calls his brother a heretic, 
and walks away. 

This is what’s known as a purity spiral. Here’s how it works: 

Person A tells Person B, “You must separate from Person 
C because he’s compromised.” But what’s the compromise? 
Person C isn’t in unrepentant sin. He hasn’t denied the 
gospel. He simply said something controversial, challenged 
a sacred cow, or became the target of slander. Often, bad 
actors spread lies about him—and instead of rebuking the 
liars, others cut off fellowship with the one who was lied 
about. Why? Because they fear being associated with him. 
They fear being misunderstood, labeled, or slandered 
themselves. 
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In this kind of environment, the foundation of Christian 
fellowship is no longer faith in Christ—it’s tribal allegiance. 
And so, Person B is pressured to separate from Person C—
not out of biblical conviction, but out of fear. Fear of being 
lumped in with a caricature. Fear of losing reputation. Fear 
of being seen as “impure.” 

This is not hypothetical. Our brothers in the Philippines 
are facing this exact pressure because of their association 
with the CREC and the reputation of Doug Wilson. 
Longstanding ministry partnerships have been severed—not 
on biblical grounds, but based on internet gossip and 
secondhand assumptions. That is not biblical holiness. It is 
man-made religion. It splits the Body of Christ—and Christ 
hates it. 

To be clear, Scripture does call for separation in specific, 
serious cases. 

In 1 Corinthians 5:11, Paul tells us not to associate with 
anyone who bears the name of brother while living in 
unrepentant sexual immorality, greed, idolatry, slander, 
drunkenness, or swindling. 
In Titus 3:10, he commands the church to warn and then 
reject a divisive person who persists in stirring up foolish 
controversies and quarrels. 



Page 21 of 23 
 

But those are clear, scriptural standards—not Twitter purity 
tests, not whispered warnings, not secondhand rumors 
dressed up as discernment. 

When we demand separation from someone—not because 
of God’s Word, but because of guilt by association, online 
drama, or vague concerns—we lay a burden on the 
conscience that God never gave. We violate Christian 
liberty. 

This is exactly what the Westminster Confession 
condemns: 

“To believe such doctrines, or to obey such commands out of 
conscience, is to betray true liberty of conscience: and the requiring 
of an implicit faith, and an absolute and blind obedience, is to 
destroy liberty of conscience, and reason also.” 

In other words: When someone claims authority to bind 
your conscience where God has not spoken, they destroy 
the very freedom Christ purchased for you. That is not just 
a mistake—it is spiritual tyranny. 

Let me be plain: No one—whether a pastor, an elder, a 
deacon, a friend, or a prominent voice online—has the 
right to bind your conscience concerning a secondary issue, 
a theological association, or a personal connection, apart 
from the Word of God. 
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You are free in Christ to associate with faithful believers—
even if others disapprove. You are free to think, read, 
speak, and decide, as one who answers to Jesus Christ—not 
to the court of public opinion. 

Yes, we need discernment. Yes, we must guard against real 
error. And yes, we must use wisdom in how our freedoms 
affect others. 

But not every disagreement is grounds for division. Not 
every concern requires a confrontation. Not every misstep 
is a mandate for separation. 

The stronger brother has a duty to bear with the weaker. 
But the weaker brother must also grow up into Christ and 
learn to allow room for differences that Scripture allows. If 
someone is not walking in open sin or teaching false 
doctrine, then we may not demand their separation or 
require their silence. 

The Church must not be governed by fear, suspicion, or 
the offenses of men. We must be governed by the Word of 
God. And where God has not spoken, we have no 
authority to speak in His name. 

As Paul says in Romans 14: 
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“Who are you to judge another’s servant? To his own master he 
stands or falls.” 
“Let each be fully convinced in his own mind.” 

Christ is Lord of the conscience—not us. 

In conclusion, we must recover a vision of Church unity 
that is both strong enough to withstand our deepest 
disagreements and tender enough to bear with one another 
in love through them. True unity is not built on total 
agreement in every matter, nor on shared loyalties to 
certain teachers or tribes. It is built on our common 
confession of the gospel, our shared baptism into Christ, 
and our mutual fellowship at His table—partaking of one 
Bread and one Cup. 

Our unity is not in personalities, but in a Person. Not in 
uniformity, but in our union with Christ. 

We confess one Faith, hold fast to one Hope, and walk in 
one Love—together, as members of one Body under one 
Lord, one God and Father of all. In Jesus Christ, we are 
one. Let us live like it. 

To that end, let us remember: “In essentials, unity; in non-
essentials, liberty; in all things, charity.” Amen. 


