
Matthew 8:1-17 Faith, Hope, and Love 

People of God, in our Gospel lesson today, we see three specific 
instances where the Lord Jesus took upon himself our infirmities, 
and he bore our sicknesses. This was in fulfillment of the words 
of Isaiah the Prophet. The healing ministry of Christ served to 
prove a greater purpose however, and that was to show that Jesus 
had the power and the willingness and the authority from His 
Father, to heal mankind of even the worst sickness and infirmity 
of all, the plague of sin.  

And in these three miracles of the cleansing of the leper, the 
healing of the Centurions Servant-boy, and the raising of Peter’s 
Mother-in-law, we also see on display the three theological virtues 
of Hope, Faith, and Love. And here we are encouraged to follow 
in these virtues because the Lord took upon himself all our sin on 
the cross. 

The first virtue we will look at therefore is Hope, which we see in 
the story of cleansing of the Leper. 

THE LEPER – HOPE  

Leprosy in the Bible is not like leprosy as we think of it today. It is 
not what is known as Hansen’s disease today, in which people 
develop a skin infection that can cause deformities, and even can 
get so severe body parts will rot away.  

Leprosy in the Bible could be something as minimal as eczema, 
which causes the skin to become white and flaky, or it could be 
boils, or some other kids of diseases that causes damage to a 
person’s flesh.  

Lev 13:2, literally calls it a “plague” of leprosy, which is the same 
word used in Ex 11.1 for how God “plagued” the Egyptians.  
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The “Plague” of leprosy was brought upon Israel because she had 
become like Egypt in her rebellion and sin and wickedness and 
unbelief. God said He would plague Israel with the plagues of 
Egypt if they turned away from following the Lord. Deuteronomy 
28:60 says, “And He will bring upon you again, all the plagues of Egypt, 
of which you were afraid, and they shall cling to you.” 

Leprosy does not just represent sin in general, but it also signifies 
its devastating effects upon a person’s communal and social life, 
for Leprosy forces a person to a life of solitude. Lev. 13:45-46 says: 

45 “The leprous person who has the disease shall wear torn clothes and let 
the hair of his head hang loose, and he shall cover his upper lip and cry 
out, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ 46 He shall remain unclean as long as he has the 
disease. He is unclean. He shall live alone. His dwelling shall 
be outside the camp. 

Leviticus 22:3, also says, “Whoever of all your descendants throughout 
your generations, who goes near the holy things which the children of 
Israel dedicate to the Lord, while he has uncleanness upon him, that 
person shall be cut off from my presence: I am the LORD.” 

Consider this man’s anguish and loneliness and despair. He had 
been in exile from his family, from his community, from the 
worship of His God.  He draws near to Jesus to worships him, 
just like one would draw near to the holy things, and worship the 
Lord, hoping that Christ would not reject him. For truly Jesus 
Christ is the hope of the hopeless. 

Now the man comes to Jesus, bows down to him and worships 
him, and said, ‘Lord, if you are willing, you can make me clean.’  
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The man heard of Jesus’ ability. He had no doubt about that. But 
the only thing that was stopping him from seeing his hope of 
cleansing become reality was his own perception of the Lord’s 
attitude toward the man.  

He dared not presume upon the mercy of the Lord, for the 
religious leaders and the people alike were filled with a disgust 
and hatred toward this man. They considered him as a mere 
spreader of disease. Remember how the people acted toward one 
another during Covid-time, looking upon others who didn’t wear 
masks as being carriers of a deadly pestilence that was going to 
wipe out the whole population.  

This man received that kind of treatment, and worse, constantly 
being told to cover his face. Don’t touch anything. Get out of 
here. And he was required by the law even to tell people he was 
coming. So he had to add shame and disgrace upon himself, and 
force people away from him, as he went about covering his mouth 
saying, ‘Unclean, unclean.’ Which of course only made people 
despise him more.  

This man only knew of the harsh and unloving cruelty of his 
fellow man, and He knew not whether Christ would share the 
same feelings toward him or not.  

Sadly, even today many people are so ashamed of their sin, feel so 
isolated from family and friends and community, and 
condemned by the church, and that they just don’t even believe 
that God will accept them either. But our job as Christians is to 
bring people to Jesus, who does not become unclean by coming 
into contact with sinners, but who instead, takes the uncleanness 
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of our sins upon himself, and makes us clean. For only in Jesus 
Christ can anyone find a merciful and compassionate God. 
Therefore Jesus says. “I am willing. Be cleansed. And he stretched out 
his hand and touched him.” 

This man came to Christ and found a Savior who is able and 
willing to receive him as his own, to cleanse him from his disease, 
make him whole, and to restore him back to his family and 
community and to the worship of God. For as Psalm 68:6 says, 
“The Lord sets the solitary in families.” 

Let us therefore understand the importance of maintaining and 
strengthening friendship with one another, and strengthening the 
bonds of our love for our family and church family, and most 
importantly with our Lord. For truly those who suffer worst from 
the plague today, suffer from the plague of loneliness. It is those 
who are isolated and separated and alone who have no hope. It is 
those who are marginalized and who are on the fringes of society 
that feel despair and isolation. But thanks be to God, Jesus Christ 
is able and willing to cleanse them, and bring them into the 
fellowship of His church and to give them the hope which they 
have lost, which is found among the people of God.  

Encourage one another with the hope of the Christ. For not only 
does our Lord cleanse us and purify us from our sins now, in 
part, but we have the hope that on the last day, he will purify us 
totally and completely, and restore us back to the whole family of 
God in Heaven, and to the very presence of God, where we will 
never feel unclean or alone, or separated ever again. Thus 1 John 
says: 
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3 And everyone who has this hope in Him purifies himself, just as He is 
pure.  

 

THE CENTURION – FAITH 

Jesus next heals the servant-boy of a Roman Centurion. This 
Centurion is one of the greatest examples of faith. Matthew says, 

5 Now when Jesus had entered Capernaum, a centurion came to Him, 
pleading with Him, 6 saying, “Lord, my servant-boy is lying at home 
paralyzed, dreadfully tormented.” 

7 And Jesus said to him, “I will come and heal him.” 

8 The centurion answered and said, “Lord, I am not worthy that You 
should come under my roof. But only speak a word, and my servant will 
be healed. 9 For I also am a man under authority, having soldiers under 
me. And I say to this one, ‘Go,’ and he goes; and to another, ‘Come,’ and 
he comes; and to my servant, ‘Do this,’ and he does it.” 

10 When Jesus heard it, He marveled, and said to those who 
followed, “Assuredly, I say to you, I have not found such great faith, not 
even in Israel!   

The leper believed Christ’s power to heal him, but doubted if 
Jesus was willing to heal him.  

The Centurion on the other hand did not doubt that Christ was 
able or willing. He approaches Jesus, and just tells him the 
problem. He doesn’t even ask Jesus to do anything about it. He is 
so confident in Christ’s ability to heal and his willingness to do 
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so, that all he has to do is simply present the case before the Lord, 
and the Lord will respond.  

This was an example of faith in and of itself. But his faith goes 
further. Jesus answers the Centurion and says, “I will come and 
heal him.” But the Centurion is a humble man. Not only does he 
call Jesus ‘Lord’, which is more than what the Jews of the day 
were saying about him, but he also told Jesus that he was not 
worthy for him to come under his roof. But rather, just speak the 
word, and his servant would be healed.  

The Centurion was a man who knew the power of words. As a 
man under authority and as a man who was in authority, he knew 
that when the word is given, and he says, go, his people go. And 
when he says come, they come. And when says do this, they do it. 
And so, naturally, to the Centurion, all Jesus has to do is speak 
the word, and he can heal people. Because the Centurion knows 
that Jesus is the Lord, as he already confessed.  

And the Lord has absolute and total authority over all things, 
even sickness and death. Jesus just has to speak the Word, and 
sickness in the body flees at once. He speaks the word, and death 
flees, darkness scatters. The Lord speaks light and life and healing 
and strength. The Centurion knew this, even before a New 
Testament was written. 

Therefore, in response to his faith, Jesus says, “I have not seen such 
faith even in Israel.” The Centurions faith is praised by our Lord, 
and it is a sign of what is coming upon the whole world. The 
whole world will be filled with such faith as this. Even the 
Gentiles will come to serve him and obey him. As Jesus says: 
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11 And I say to you that many will come from east and west, and sit 
down with Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
heaven. 12 But the sons of the kingdom will be cast out into outer 
darkness. There will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”  

The kind of faith that Jesus praises, the kind of faith that saves, is 
a faith that believes even for the sake of others. The Centurion 
was not cold and uncaring about his servant boy. He had 
compassion for this lad, and earnestly sought the Lord out to 
have him healed. This servant boy was not even a member of his 
own family, and yet the Centurion intercedes before the Lord for 
him.  

How much more then should we be interceding and praying to 
the Lord for him to save our family members who likewise are lie 
spiritually paralyzed in their sin and misery and unbelief. We 
believe that we are saved by faith. But here we have such an 
example where Christ honors the faith of one on behalf of 
another, such that your faith can be so great that Christ will 
honor it for the sake of another who has none. And he can heal 
them.  

The kind of faith that Jesus praises is a faith that is humble. It 
does not boast in itself, for it knows that all honor, and glory, and 
praise belong to Jesus, because all power and authority and 
dominion belong to him. As our Lord declares at the end of the 
Matthews Gospel – All Authority, in Heaven and Earth has been 
given to me. The Centurion knows that even before Christ is 
raised from the dead, and he believes in the power and authority 
of Christ’s word.  
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We of course are exhorted to have the same kind of faith that the 
Centurion has, one which acknowledges Christ’s absolute and 
total authority. I ask you, do you believe in the Universal 
Authority of Jesus Christ. And if You say, ‘Yes.’ I then shall ask 
you this: ‘then why do you not obey him?’ Every single thing in all 
of creation obey the Lord. There is not a maverick molecule in all 
of existence, as RC Sproul was fond of saying. And yet, people, 
and often times, His people, are the exception. We are the only 
ones who rebel, along with the demons and evil spirits. But we 
are foolish enough to have the audacity to return back to him and 
call him Lord. But what did Jesus say?  

“Not everyone who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ shall enter the kingdom of 
heaven, but he who does the will of My Father in heaven.  

Such is the fate of the sons of the kingdom, Jesus says, referring 
to the Jews who rejected him. They were in the kingdom by 
covenant, but they will find themselves exiled into the outer 
darkness on that day, because they do not have true faith.  

Likewise, People of God, the sentence of judgment and warning 
is the same and even worse Christians. Those who do not have an 
obedient faith, are going to be sorely upset and when they find 
themselves cast out of the Heavenly Banquet.  

But those who have this kind of faith: a faith that is humble, a 
faith that believes so strong that it is even able to save others, a 
faith that has unwavering confidence in the authority of Christ to 
save, themselves and others - they will eat and drink with the 
Patriarchs of faith, Abraham, Isaac, and Jacob in the kingdom of 
Heaven, no matter where they are from. Jew or Gentile, Does not 
matter. Even if they are from East to West, North to South, any 
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place on planet Earth - even those who we might think do not 
even belong in the kingdom,  if they have this kind of faith that 
Jesus praises, then they will be there. And if we do not have that 
kind of faith, then we won’t be. 

13 Then Jesus said to the centurion, “Go your way; and as you have 
believed, so let it be done for you.” And his servant was healed that same 
hour. 

If you believe in the authority of Jesus, yes you should obey him. 
But Jesus makes it clear by commending the man’s faith, that it is 
faith which takes hold of Jesus and makes requests of him. Not 
obedience. Jesus says, “As you have believed, so may it be done for 
you.” He did not say, “as you have done, so may it be done for 
you.” Christ is no man’s debtor. He does not repay you according 
to anything you do. Rather, he answers humble faith.  

It is faith which takes hold of the word of God and believes in the 
power and goodness of God to save. You cannot take hold of 
God’s word by obedience, apart from faith. And in that faith, one 
then walks away believing, and obeying as though his prayers were 
answered. For the one who prays believing God to have the 
power and authority to answer prayer, he will receive what he 
prays for. But the one who prays to the Lord and doubts that he 
will receive, he should not expect to receive anything from God. 
So learn from this Centurion about humble, obedient and 
confident faith. 
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PETER’S MOTHER IN-LAW – LOVE 

Then we come to the final healing Jesus did in this section, where 
he healed Simon Peter’s Mother-in-law. And here we see in her a 
wonderful illustration of love.  

14 Now when Jesus had come into Peter’s house, He saw his wife’s mother 
lying sick with a fever. 15 So He touched her hand, and the fever left her. 
And she arose and served them. 

People of God, the proper response to being saved and healed 
from off the sickbed of sin is to rise up and serve. In fact, the end 
of salvation, is service. We have been saved to serve Christ in and 
with our bodies.  

The Greek word used for serve, also translated as minister, is 
diakeneo – from which we get the word Deacon. As I said a 
couple weeks ago at David Ladwig’s installation, we are all saved 
to do the work of a Deacon, we are all saved to serve, and to 
literally, wait on tables.  

Notice, people of God, that the service to which Peter’s mother-in 
law gives of herself is nothing extraordinary. She prepares food 
and drink for Jesus. She cares for him in very normal ways, 
making sure he has enough to eat and drink and that he is 
comfortable.  

There are many people who seek to place upon the people of 
God a greater burden than they can bear, making them feel as 
though being a Christian were a matter of forsaking the ordinary 
and natural life you have, and becoming a missionary in some far 
off place.  
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No doubt God does call some people to do that. And thanks be 
to God that he does. But he certainly does not call everyone to 
that. And you should not feel as though you were less of a 
Christian, less holy, or performing less of a service to Christ if he 
calls you to serve in the domestic duties of your own home, 
among your own family.  

In other words, “each person may best serve Christ in the way of 
his or her own capacities. The grace of Christ is not to lift us 
above doing the homeliest of duties, but to fit us for them.” For 
all our talk about the Christian life having a supernatural origin 
and source of power to it, we must never take our eye off of the 
ordinariness of our service to Christ in this life.  

Because he loved us, he served us by giving his life so we could 
serve in love. We, therefore, love him in return, and serve him by 
giving ourselves to a life of service to those who are in our lives, 
beginning in our own homes, our family, and friends, and 
neighbors.  

The greatest act of love and service that one could do today, is the 
one that tends to be the most overlooked and neglected and 
ridiculed by the world. It is to serve your own family in the day in 
day out struggle of ordinary life.  

You may desire to have a life that amounts to great big things, 
you may be young and hope one day that the world will 
remember your name. Let go of that. Be content to know that 
Christ knows you, and he see your love and service, and he will 
remember you. 

I was just reminded of missionary Jim Elliot. I am sure you’ve 
heard of him. His words ring throughout eternity, “He is not a 
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fool who gives what he can never keep to gain what he can never 
lose.” He came to the Auca tribes people in Ecuador and tried to 
give them the gospel, and they killed him. And because he was 
martyred for his faith, he has become famous.  

Jim and his wife Elizabeth have become heroes for many 
Christians, inspirations for those who are seeking to find 
meaning and purpose in life in some great big sacrificial mission. 
But there is no shame or dishonor or any lack of glory in being an 
ordinary person who lives a life of faithfulness day in and day out 
among your own family and friends and co-workers.  

Jim Elliot’s big brother Bert said that Jim was a meteor who 
streaked across. But Bert, who has flown under the radar of many 
people in the world, was a faithful missionary for over 60 years, 
helping to plant over 170 churches. But he was no meteor. He 
rather was like the shining like the faint star in the background, 
who faithfully rises every night to shine forth the glory of God in 
his part of the sky, who no one pays attention to. And he did it, 
because he loved Jesus. And that is where Christ called him. And 
that was enough. 

And you too should seek to serve Jesus out of love for him, and 
be a faithful star in the night sky, and shine night after night, and 
give God glory in the normal, mundane, routine things of your 
life. For here is where you will find God has called you to work 
out your salvation, among the milk mustaches and spaghetti-
stained shirts and skinned knees and bumped foreheads. You are 
serving Christ as you serve these little ones. And this is love for 
Christ.  
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People of God, Christ took upon himself our infirmities and bore 
our sickness, so that we might find hope with the people of God, 
so that we would practice our faith in humility and obedience, 
and show forth love for him through ordinary acts of service, and 
so give glory to Christ. Hope, Faith, and Love. Live here, and be 
find healing for your soul. Amen. 

 

 

 

 


