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People of God, tomorrow is the 4th of July. And as we look around our 
town, we see the American Flag displayed everywhere. The flag is a 
symbolic representation of our nation. The 13 red and white stripes 
signify the 13 original colonies. And the 50 stars on the sea of blue 
represent the now 50 states that are in our union. 13 and 50 are symbolic 
numbers for our nation. 
 
Ancient Israel also had symbolic numbers which they used to represent 
their nation as well. 12 being the number of the tribes of Israel. The 
number 70 is also important, and it first shows up in Genesis 10 in the 
Table of Nations. Noah’s sons, Ham, Shem, and Japheth, and their sons 
and grandsons, were the patriarchs of the 70 nations of the ancient world. 
70 becomes a symbolic number to represent all the nations of the world. 
 
When Joseph was ruling over Egypt he called down his father Jacob and 
his household to come and live there for safety during the time of the 
famine. And they came down to Egypt, 70 persons in all. And here is a 
symbolic picture of the salvation of the world. The whole world signified 
in Jacob’s household of 70 persons, come under the rule of Joseph for 
protection against the famine and curse. Just like the world comes under 
the rule and reign of the greater Joseph, the Lord Jesus Christ, to be 
protected from the curse of sin. 
 
Immediately after Israel came out of Egypt and crossed the Red Sea in 
Exodus 15, they grumbled that they had no water to drink. Moses threw a 
tree into the bitter waters of Marah, and the water became sweet. Then 

God said “If you diligently heed the voice of the LORD your God and do what is 

right in His sight, give ear to His commandments and keep all His statutes, I will 
put none of the diseases on you which I have brought on the Egyptians. For 
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I am the LORD who heals you.” 27 Then they came to Elim, where 

there were twelve wells of water and seventy palm trees. 
 
The tree thrown into the water symbolizes the tree of the cross, which 
brings life giving water and healing to the 12 tribes of Israel. God then 
promises that if Israel will obey His commands, they will not have any of 

the diseases of Egypt put on them. I am the Lord who heals you, says the 
Lord. And then they come to Elim which has 12 springs of water and 70 
palm trees. After being healed by the tree, which turned bitterness sweet, 
and given the commands of God, Israel is like the 12 springs of water 
which give life and healing to the 70 palm trees of the nations.   
  
Later on in Exodus, Israel organized their whole national leadership 
under the rule of 70 elders. Remember in Exodus 24 Moses and Aaron, 
and Nadab and Abihu and the 70 elders of Israel, went up to the 
Mountain of the Lord and there they beheld God above the sapphire 
pavement, and they ate and drank in his presence.  
 
As the priestly nation, Israel represented the 70 nations of the world to 
God in her body politic, and in her Feasts, especially the Feast of Booths. 
Over the course of the 8 day feast Israel  would sacrifice 70 bulls, 
signifying the salvation that she would bring to all the nations of the 
world, through the eventual sacrifice of Christ.  
 
There is one more OT passage that I wanted to look at that gives us the 
background to our passage in Luke 10 today. And that is Judges chapter 
1. After Joshua died the people inquired who should go up and lead the 
charge for Israel against the Canaanites. And Judah was selected, and he 
brought with him Simeon. So the tribes of Judah and Simeon went up to 
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fight against the Canaanites at the city of Bezek, and there they found 
Adoni-Bezek, the king of Bezek, and they fought against him and defeated 
him and the Canaanites. But Adoni-Bezek, whose name means Lord of 
Lightening, was pursued by the two tribes, and they found him, and cut 
off his thumbs and big toes. And you might think that is harsh until you 
find out that Adoni-Bezek, the Lord of Lightening, says this, “Seventy 
kings with their thumbs and big toes cut off used to pick up scraps under 
my table. As I have done, So God has repaid me.” And they brought him 
to Jerusalem, and there he died.” 
 
Adoni-Bezek, the Lord of Lightening is a Satanic figure who symbolically 
kept the 70 nations crippled and enslaved to him, forcing them to pick up 
scraps under his table.  Israel, being sent out two by two through the land, 
led by Judah, the Royal Tribe, becomes the savior of the “seventy nations 
of the world.” The gentiles are delivered from Satan’s grasp by the actions 
of the priestly nation, led by the kingly tribe. 
 
All of this gives us some Biblical background for understanding the 
significance of why Jesus sent out 70 disciples. Jesus already called his 12 
disciples in Luke 9 to go out and proclaim the kingdom of God and to 
heal. And he tells them if they are not received, they are to shake off the 
dust from their feet against that town when they leave it.  
 
And now in Luke 10 Jesus sends out seventy disciples. Jesus send them 
out two by two throughout the land, to proclaim the arrival of the 
kingdom of God, to heal, cast out demons, and eat and drink with 
people. In the 70 disciples, Jesus is healing and restoring the crippled 
nations to table fellowship with him, by raising them up from underneath 
the table of Satan, where they once ate his scraps.  
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And so, whenever the disciples entered a house, they were to say, “Peace 
be to this house.” If there is a son of peace there, ‘your peace will rest 
upon him,’ Jesus says. ‘But if not, your peace will return to you.’ And 
then they were to eat and drink whatever they were provided.  
 
Wherever Christ’s disciples go and proclaim the kingdom and extend the 
peace and healing of Christ, the tables of those homes then become an 
extension of Christ’s table.  
 
It is at the table where healed people come together to have fellowship 
with Jesus, in and through his disciples, and where they participate in 
Christ’s salvation and the kingdom of God. And from that house the 
disciples were to continue to go out into the town and heal the sick and 
proclaim that the kingdom of God has come near. 
 
Jumping ahead, the disciples come back from their mission, and they are 
excited about the authority they have, saying, “Lord, even the demons are 
subject to us in your name.” And Jesus then says this – “I saw Satan fall 
like lightening from Heaven.” And I think we need to hear the echoes of 
Judges 1 here. 
 
Jesus send out his disciples two by two, like a new Judah and Simeon to 
go and fight against the inhabitants of the land with the message of the 
Kingdom, granting healing and peace, and new table fellowship. It is 
through this ministry that Jesus says he saw Satan fall like lightening from 
Heaven. Just like Adoni-Bezek, the Lord of Lightening, fell from his 
position of power in Judges 1, so does Satan fall like lightening from his 
position of authority in Heaven.  
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He who once crippled the nations, and forced them to eat scraps under 
his table, he has now been crippled by the Gospel proclamation of the 
Kingdom of God, as people are healed, demons are cast out, and table 
fellowship with Christ in the persons of the disciples is extended to those 
who believe. The kingdom of God is come near in Jesus Christ. And just 
as Adoni-Bezek was taken to Jerusalem and died there, so too did Satan 
die when he got his head crushed by Christ when the Lord died on the 
cross and rose again in Jerusalem. And yet, even though the spirits are 
subject to Christ’s ambassadors, Christ would rather have us rejoice that 
our names are written in heaven. Do you rejoice that your name is written 
in Heaven? 
 
For this treasure is not equally prized among the children of men. Some 
cherish and rejoice and protect their status as children of God and as sons 
and daughters of Heaven. But others spurn this blessing, and consider it 
as worth nothing. This is why, in the middle of the sending out and the 
return of the 70, Jesus gives instructions to his disciples about what they 
are to do when they come across those who reject them. Jesus says, if you 
extend peace to them, but they are not sons of peace, then your peace will 
return to you.  
 
Which seems weird to us as moderns, thinking about peace as something 
that you can give or take away. When I bless you in the name of the Lord 
during the Benediction, I am giving you Christ’s peace. And if you believe 
in the Lord and receive it, and rejoice that your name is written in 
heaven, then that peace stays with you. But if you reject the peace of 
Christ, by not believing in the Lord and responding in obedience and 
faith to his messenger, then that peace returns back to me.  
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Well this kind of thing of giving peace or withholding peace can happen 
to individuals as well as towns and cities. Jesus tells his disciples, who are 
acting as his emissaries and ambassadors, that if the people reject them, 
their peace will return to them, and they are to say, ‘Even the dust of your 
town that clings to our feet we wipe of against you. Nevertheless know 
this, that the Kingdom of God has come near.’  
 
The significance of wiping the dust off your feet is that that it pertains to 
the land curses of the covenant. When God curses a people because of 
their rejection of him, even the very dirt of the land itself became unclean 
and cursed. It becomes the opposite of holy ground. It becomes cursed 
ground. And so, when the towns and cities rejected the proclamation of 
the kingdom of God by the 12, and then by the 70, those peoples and 
towns chose to remain under the curse of God’s covenant, crippled by 
Satan to gather the scraps underneath from underneath his table, rather 
than be healed and forgiven and saved and given access to Christ’s table.  
 
So the 70 disciples go about the land acting as a new judicial body for 
Israel, and the world. They are a New Sanhedrin, armed with the 
authority of Christ and of God,. They serve as God’s covenant lawyers 
and witnesses who either pronounce blessings of peace and deliverance 
and salvation to those who believe, or they pronounce judgment and 
curses to those people who refuse to believe in Jesus. By wiping the dust 
off from their feet, they are proclaiming that the peace of God is not with 
them. Instead, God’s curse is upon them for their unbelief and their 
rejection of Christ and his messengers. 
 
Jesus then talks about what that this curse, and he simply describes it like 
this:  
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he says it will be more tolerable on the day of judgment for Sodom, than 
for that town that rejects Jesus and his messengers. You remember 
Sodom, don’t you? The grossly immoral people who were overcome by 
homosexual lust and corrupted minds and affections that they thought  it 
totally proper to welcome the angels of God into the town by raping 
them. God had to send fire and brimstone down from heaven on that city 
because of their wickedness. They needed to be destroyed from off the 
face of the earth, because their sins were so evil.  
 
Well Christ says that the wrath and curse of God upon those people who 
reject Christ, and his messengers will be so bad that the burning wrath 
and fire which fell upon Sodom will look like a bit vacation sunburn in 
comparison. It will be more tolerable in the day of judgment for Sodom 
than for those who reject the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
Rejecting the message of the peace and blessings of the Kingdom of God 
is not something as insignificant as choosing to eat from one dish of the 
buffet and not others among the many other acceptable dishes. It is 
instead refusing to sit at the banquet table with the Lord of Heaven and 
Earth, because you are more content to eat and drink the rotten sewage 
waste of your sins instead.  
 
And so Christ pronounced more devastating curses upon those cities that 
rejected him and his messengers, than upon the ancient wicked cities of 
Sodom, and Tyre, and Sidon. He says, “Woe to you Chorazin, Woe to 
you Bethsaida. For if the mighty works of God had been done in Tyre and 
Sidon, they would have repented in dust and ashes long ago. But it will be 
more bearable in the day of Judgment for Tyre and Sidon than for you. 



Page 8 of 14 
 

And you, Capernaum, will you be exalted to Heaven? You shall be 
brought down to Hades.”  
 
Chorazin, Bethsaida, and Capernaum were very close cities to one 
another to the North of Israel, in Galilee, where Jesus had performed 
most of his miracles and spent most of his time. These cities which 
experienced the most of Christ’s miracles and healings and teachings, 
they willingly rejected God’s offer of eternal life and peace and blessings 
and feasting and joy, and instead chose for themselves the burning lake of 
fire. And this is what happens to God’s covenant people who reject Jesus. 
 
Please do not forget this. For anyone to reject Christ and his messengers, 
is to embrace eternal punishment and judgment in the lake of fire forever 
and ever.  But there is a worse punishment that will be given to those who 
were objectively God’s people, baptized Christians, and who later rejected 
Christ and spurned their baptism. As the Holy says in Hebrews 10: 
 
26 For if we go on sinning deliberately after receiving the knowledge of the 

truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, [and that sinning does not 
mean ordinary sins. It is specifically referring to apostasy, rejecting Jesus 

Christ] 27 but a fearful expectation of judgment, and a fury of fire that will 

consume the adversaries. 28 Anyone who has set aside the law of Moses dies 

without mercy on the evidence of two or three witnesses. 29 How much worse 

punishment, do you think, will be deserved by the one who has trampled underfoot 
the Son of God, and has profaned the blood of the covenant by which he was 
sanctified, and has outraged the Spirit of grace? 30 For we know him who 

said, “Vengeance is mine; I will repay.” And again, “The Lord will judge his 
people.” 31 It is a fearful thing to fall into the hands of the living God. 
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And some people just don’t hear what is being told them. People think 
that they are generally good people who maybe just need a little bit of 
help along the way. They think that for the most part, they are a good 
person. And when I say, if you don’t believe in Jesus you will go to hell, 
they think that I am saying that the only reason they would go to hell is 
because they didn’t believe in Jesus. But that is not entirely true. Jesus 
does say in John 3:18 “Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but 
whoever does not believed is condemned already, because he has not 
believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God.”  
 
But our sins are so bad, so deceitful, so corrupting and destructive to 
every aspect of our being, our mind, body, soul, thoughts, affections, 
intentions, inclinations, that we are all already destined to go to hell 
because we are sinners who hate God, and the worst part of it all is that 
God sent his son to save us from our sins and we reject his savior. There 
is a famine in our souls, and Jesus is the new King who has been put in 
charge to feed us with living bread from Heaven so we don’t starve, and 
we cast him out, we reject his rule, because we would rather starve to 
death than have Christ rule over us. So you are condemned already 
because of your sins. And you remain condemned because you refused to 
believe and trust the only one whom God sent from Heaven to save you. 
 
Now, as Christ’s messengers, the Pastors and Elders of the Church of 
Jesus Christ have been granted real authority by Christ and God to make 
binding judicial declarations about who is therefore in the kingdom of 
God, and who is out of the kingdom of God; Who has God’s peace upon 
them, and who has God’s curses and judgment upon them; who has table 
fellowship with Christ and disciples; and who is given back over to Satan 
to eat from his sewage scraps under his table as spiritual cripples. 
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Jesus Christ said, “Truly I say to you, whatever you bind on earth shall be 
bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in 
Heaven. Again, I say to you, if two of you agree on earth about anything 
they ask, it will be done for them by my Father in Heaven. For where two 
or three are gathered in my name there am I in the midst of them.” 
 
There is an unbreakable link which Jesus places between himself and his 
covenant messengers. They are commissioned to represent him, and 
authorized to declare sinner as righteous and forgiven, or as guilty and 
condemned. Now, Christ himself will be the executioner on that Great 
Last Day of the Lord. But we are sent out to tell people the of the 
judgment ahead of time, so that they have time to repent.  
 
For people to hear Christ’s messengers and our judicial declarations, is to 
hear Jesus himself; which is also to hear God the Father. As Jesus said, 
“The one who hears you, hears me, and the one who rejects you, rejects 
me, and the one who rejects me, rejects him who sent me.”  
 
I mention all of this to you today, because myself and your elders have 
been given the authority, and the responsibility to act in a judicial manner 
as ambassadors of Christ to extend to you the healing and forgiving mercy 
of Christ’s death on the cross to all who receive him by faith. We extend 
to you the peace of Christ, and for all who believe in Jesus Christ, we have 
been authorized to grant you access to the Lord’s table to have fellowship 
with Christ in and through this bread and wine and these other disciples 
here. 
 
But we also have authority to pronounce that if you reject the Lord Jesus 
Christ, Christ’s peace will leave you, and return back to us. We have the 
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authority to bind you again with the guilt of your sins, by withholding 
forgiveness from you, because you refuse to believe and trust in Jesus 
Christ as your Lord and Savior. And we have the authority from Christ 
and from God the Father to sentence you to excommunication, and cut 
you off from the table of life, so that you would be delivered over to Satan 
for the destruction of your flesh, of course with the hope that your spirit 
will be saved on the day of the Lord.  
 
The point of excommunication is to bring about a person’s restoration. 
Neither we, nor God desires to see anyone perish, but rather that all 
would come to repentance and faith in Jesus Christ and be saved. As the 

Apostle Paul says in 2 Cor. 5, we are ambassadors for Christ, and God is 

making his appeal through us. We implore you on behalf of Christ, be reconciled 
to God.  
 
And while we have authority to forgive sins, we can only forgive the sins 
of those who believe in Jesus Christ. And while we have authority to grant 
the peace of Christ and access to His table, we can only do that for those 
who confess that they believe in Jesus Christ, and who remain in the 
communion of the saints.  
 
If you depart from the faith, if you leave the Church of Jesus Christ, and 
you refuse to heed the warnings and admonitions of your family, and 
friends, and your pastor and your elders, then what you have done is, you 
have excommunicated yourself from the Church of the Living God and 
His people. And when we then announce to you all that such a person is 
excommunicated, we are God’s judicial witnesses declaring the Lord’s 
judgment, what that person already confessed by their lack of faith and 
rejection of Christ. Excommunication is an official declaration by the 
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officers of the Church to declare what the person themselves have already 
confessed by their rejection of Christ – they are no longer to be reckoned 
as a Christian, they no longer have the forgiveness of their sins, they no 
longer have the peace of Christ, they no longer have access to the table of 
life. They have been cut off for breaking their covenant with God.  
  

As Paul says 1 Tim. 5:20 – “As for those who persist in sin, rebuke them in the 

presence of all, so that the rest may stand in fear.” 
 
Now I am talking about those who are in the church, those who have 
been baptized in Christ and are objectively known as God’s people. As 

Paul says, 9 I wrote to you in my letter not to associate with sexually immoral 

people— 10 not at all meaning the sexually immoral of this world, or the greedy and 

swindlers, or idolaters, since then you would need to go out of the world. 11 But 

now I am writing to you not to associate with anyone who bears the name of 
brother if he is guilty of sexual immorality or greed, or is an idolater, reviler, 
drunkard, or swindler—not even to eat with such a one. 12 For what have I to do 

with judging outsiders? Is it not those inside the church whom you are to 
judge? 13 God judges those outside. “Purge the evil person from among you.” 

 
Now how is it that a Christian, a person who bears the name of brother, 
can apostatize and leave the faith? What is it that would make a person 
reject the treasure of treasures, that their names are written in Heaven? I 
could talk about the sins that creep up in our hearts, of course. But sins 
metastasize and grow when you isolate yourself from the common life of 
the church.  
 
Those Christians who do not commit themselves to the Church, but only 
show up here only on Sunday mornings and leave right away, those who 
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are not investing in their spiritual life, are the chief candidates for 
apostasy. If you have no relations to people in the church, if you don’t 
talk to any other church members throughout the week, if you keep 
yourself isolated and disconnected throughout the week, not coming to 
Wednesday night meetings, not coming to books studies, not 
fellowshipping with the people of God, not opening yourself up for 
people to speak into your life, not talking to your pastor and elders, and 
friends about problems in your life, then you are a candidate for apostasy.  
 
Now, of course, this is not a hard rule. Nor is it applicable in every 
circumstance. The family that lives an hour away, clearly coming to mid 
week services can be problematic. I am not talking about you. I am simply 
giving a general warning. The point is, that to remain spiritually isolated 
from other believers in the church is harmful to the soul. You are not 
only isolating yourself from others, you are isolating your sin and keeping 
them from being exposed to the ministry of the Spirit of God in the lives 
of the people of God. And so, your sin grows deeper roots, because you 
protected your sins from the ministry of Christ’s healing which comes to 
you, not just from the ministry of the Pastor of the Church, but even 
more so, from the ministry of the Priesthood of all believers. 
 
If you spend most of your friendship time with people who are not 
believers, and you are not evangelizing them, then you better believe they 
are evangelizing you away from Jesus. “Do not be deceived, bad company 
corrupts good morals. Wake up from your drunken stupor, as is right, 
and do not go on sinning. For some have no knowledge of God. I say this 
to your shame.” 
 
 



Page 14 of 14 
 

And so I conclude with this. As an ambassador of the Lord Jesus Christ, 
the High King of Heaven, I declare to you this day, that the Kingdom of 
God has come upon you. In Jesus Christ there is healing and peace for 
your souls. Believe in him and be saved, and come and feast with the 
saints on high at the Marriage Supper of the Lamb. Or reject him, and 
remain under the curse of sin and death, and keep feeding from the 
scraps under Satan’s table. Its your call. Amen. 


