People of God, last week our passage in Luke concluded with the statement
that Herod had locked up John the Baptist in Prison. As we come to
chapter 7, we meet up with John in prison, and he has some questions to

ask of Jesus. Is he the one who is to come, or is there another?

The one to come was going to bring to baptize by fire. Perhaps John was
going to be broken out of jail when judgment comes. So, he sends
messengers to Jesus to ask him if he is the one to come, or if there is
another!

So how does Jesus answer John! Instead of saying “Yes, I am the one to
come”, which would have only affirmed John in his false understanding of
Christ’s ministry, He instead points simultaneously to the Scriptures and
to what He is doing in fulfillment of those Scriptures as proof and
vindication of his Messiahship.

The blind receive their sight, the lame walk, the lepers are cleansed, the
deaf hear, the dead are raised up, and the poor have the good news
preached to them. All this is in fulfillment of Isaiah 26, 29, 35, and 61.
Jesus tells John to not judge by what you think I am supposed to be doing,
even if what you think I am supposed to be doing is partially true. But judge
by the whole word of God. As he says later, Wisdom is justified by all her
children. Take all the facts into accounts. Look to the word of God and see
what the Scriptures teach, and then let them teach you.

You see, John doesn’t know everything. He is a prophet, but Peter tells us
that even the prophets searched their own writings to see when and in what
manner the Messiah was to come. So even though John is the greatest of
all the prophets, having the most revelation of all OT prophets, he is still
least in the kingdom of God. Now we have much greater knowledge
because Christ has come, the Spirit has revealed to us what the prophets
were uncertain of, we have the New Covenant documents known as the
New Testament, and we take as commonplace those things into which
angels long to look in to. So we can’t fault John.



But just because we have greater revelation than John, does not mean that
we are immune from coming to Scripture with preconceived ideas.
Sometimes this is in just plain ignorance, and all we need is some help to
understand the scriptures better, like John.

But then there are other times when we, refuse to see what is clearly before
our eyes so we can continue to justify our sin and unbelief, like the
Pharisees .Sometimes we force our own interpretation on to the Scripture,
or we read into the text some silly modern idea that is not there - like
Critical Theory, or Evolution, or Old Earth Creation, or Arianism, or
Socialism, or Pro LGBTQism, or Feminism or Libertarianism or even
Ancient Aliens. And Jesus becomes the spokes person for every hairbrained
idea.

In our sin we adopt an unbelieving unbiblical worldview, we make up our
own interpretation, we develop our “own truth,” we double down on its
supposed truthfulness because there it is in the bible.

Or, more often than not, we say such and such a thing is OK with God
because it is not there in the bible. Therefore God clearly approves of such
a things. Jesus never spoke about such and such, therefore it must be ok.

Why am | mentioning this! Because we are living in a dangerous time,
People of God, when there are many false ideologies which demons are
using to lead astray the elect, if possible. And we need to be careful in how
we respond to the ministry of Christ to us. Will we be humble and contrite
of spirit and tremble at the word of God? If we do, God will look to us and
abide with us. But if we set ourselves up as God, and worship the idols of
our minds and hearts in the forms of false ideologies and sin, then we are
rejecting God’s purposes for our lives, no matter how Biblical evidence we
think we have.

And so after explaining how he is fulfilling the word of God in Isaiah, Jesus
says to the messengers from John, “Blessed is the one who is not offended
by me.” John is not offended by Christ. John had a partial picture of the



Messiah. But when he was given more information in the Scriptures, he
allowed the word of God to instruct him into the truth of who Christ was.
And so John believed Jesus and embraced the purposes of God for him.

And Jesus then challenges the people to make a similar decision, calling
upon them to consider why they went out see John in the wilderness in the
first place. To see weak lip wristed skinny jeans wearing, soy latte sipping
egalitarian preacher! Or some pompous tyrannical politician! No. John
was a prophet of God and you listened to him and were baptized by Him.
You repented. But he is the messenger from Malachi who is preparing my
way. Now here [ am, Jesus says. Will you follow me! Will you be living
members of the kingdom of God, and forsake your sins and live according
to the purposes of God for you?

And when the people heard this, and the tax collectors too, they declared
God just, that is, they acknowledged that God’s ways are right, and they
followed Christ.

But then Luke contrasts John and the people with the Pharisees here. If the
blessed person is one who is not offended at Jesus, and who declare God
to be in the right, then what of the person who is offended by Jesus? What
of those who justify themselves, who declare themselves to be in the right,
contrary to the word of God!

They are cursed. The Pharisees rejected the purpose of God for themselves
by not having been baptized by John. And when you reject God’s purposes

for you, you are surely under a curse.

How so? Well, they refused to submit to the word of God. Remember, the
word of God came to John in the wilderness, and that word was “repent,
and be baptized.” But they did not submit to the word of God, they
submitted to their own words, and thus they rejected the purpose of God
for themselves. They rejected God’s will for them that they be restored to
him and have their sins forgiven, that they have their hearts and minds
transformed by the love of Christ. And so they then turned with hard



heartedness away from the good purposes of God for them, and they
crucified the Son of God.

The word ‘offended’ is the word from which we get the word scandalize. If
you want to create a scandal, then reject the purposes of God for you. The
word itself actually means to put a snare or trap in the way. It can also mean
to cause to stumble. Thus, if a person is offended by Jesus, they have fallen
into a trap and a snare. They have stumbled right into a bear trap that they
set. Hence, Paul says that the message of Christ is a stumbling block to Jews.
They have their own beliefs and refuse to submit to Christ and be saved,
and so they trap themselves.

But what does this mean! I like the translation which says, “Blessed is the
one who finds nothing in me that repels him.” People are offended and
repelled away from believing that Jesus is the Christ and the Bible is His
Divinely Inspired word, and we are obligated to obey Him, because we find
something in Jesus or in the Bible that is contrary to our modern
sensibilities. We are repelled from Christ because of something in him that
does not line up with how we think things ought to be. As if our own fallen
depraved human ideas and fleeting emotions were the standard of all that
is good and right true in the universe, and that God was required to
conform to us.

How many people do you know who reject the authority of Scripture
because it cannot be reconciled with the claims of modern scientists about
evolution! How many people are offended at the Bible because it is
inherently patriarchal! How many people are offended at the Bible because
it ridicules and denounces and condemns homosexuality and fornication
and sexual immorality’ How many are offended at the Bible because there
is some weird difficult stuff to understand in the OT? How many people
are offended at Christ because of His exclusive claims to salvation?

How many people come to the text of Scripture seeking to impose their
own values and standards and morality on it, rather than having Scripture



impose its standards on them? How many religious people fail to come to
a true understanding of Christ and the word of God because they have
their own preconceived ideas and demand that God conform to them?
When you do this, you are offended because of Jesus, and you are setting
up a trap for yourself. I have come across Christians who tell me they don’t
believe in Predestination. I read Ephesians 1, and am like, the word
predestination is actually in the Bible. And they refuse to believe it. These
people of offended at Jesus, they have fallen into the traps of their own
design.

Jesus says basically, you are blessed if you do not fall into the traps of your
own unbelief. But you are cursed if you do. Falling into your own traps
echoes of the words of the Psalms:

Psalm 7:15
He has dug a hole and hollowed it out; he has fallen into a pit of his own
making.

Psalm 35:8

May ruin befall them by surprise; may the net they hid ensnare them; may
they fall into the hazard they created.

Psalm 57:6
They spread a net for my feet; my soul was despondent. They dug a pit
before me, but they themselves have fallen into it!

Psalm 141:10

Let the wicked fall into their own snares, while I pass by in safety.

People who devise their own standards or who adopt the standards of the
world, they will fall into a trap of their own making. They are repelled away
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from believing Christ, and having eternal life and joy, because His words
clearly militate against theirs. And instead of humbly submitting to the
word of God, we embrace the word of the unbelieving world, and foolishly
entrap ourselves.

And why do we do this? Because we are in love with the false god of Free
Will. We think we are free when we choose our own way. We think we are
liberated from the restricting boundaries of Christ and religion to pursue
our own happiness. We think and act exactly like those people in Psalm 2
who say, “Let us break their bonds apart and cast away their cords from us.”
We think we are free to finally love who we want to love, we are free to do
what we want to do. We are free from the restrictions which religion puts
upon us and free from the guardrails of our community. And so we reject

Christ.

And yet, [ have never once met a person who after rejecting Christ has been
better off. In the rare case they have gained some sort of worldly success,
they are still indeed among the most foolish and miserable and joyless and
empty souls the world has ever known.

Our modern tragedy is that man desires above all Free Will, to live
autonomously and to be their authentic self. Free to create themselves into
who they think they are. Total authentic self-expression is the goal. But is
this not the words of the Serpent, “You shall be as God, determining for
yourself good and evil?” And it is in the living out of this lie that we actually
are enslaving and destroying, not creating ourselves.

Thus, it is no surprise that when you look at these people in our society
today, who all choose for themselves the god of authentic self-expression,
they do not radiate true beauty and joy and love. They do not create
themselves into reflections of the Triune God who is totally others
centered. And why not?

Because, if you are not looking to Christ, you are not looking at whatever
is true, honorable, just, pure, lovely, commendable, excellent, and whatever



is worthy of praise, as our passage in Phil. 4 told us to do. Instead, if you
reject worshiping God and Christ, and instead look deep within your own
soul to find inspiration for your true self, you will find there nothing but a
chasm of empty black despair staring back at you. And then that is how you

will begin express yourself.

But here is where the tragedy of it all lies. God does not stop you from your
idolatry of self. Christ does not force your hand. If you want your free will,
God gives it to you. A people who suppress the truth in unrighteousness
are a people who are not thankful to God for who He is and what He has
done for them. And so God gives them over to their desires. And like the
Scribes and Pharisees, you are now free, free to reject the purposes of God
for yourself. God will not coerce you into loving him. God will let you go,
to run your own way. But here we see a glimpse of the sorrow of God.

[t is always love’s greatest tragedy to look upon some loved one who has
taken the wrong way and to see what might have been, what could have
been, and what was meant to have been, if they would not have rejected
God’s purposes for them. This is indeed one of life’s greatest heartbreaks.

Jesus expresses this same intense sadness when he says, “O Jerusalem,
Jerusalem! How often would I have gathered your children together as a
hen gathers her chicks under her wings, but you were not willing! See, your

house is left to you desolate.”

GK Chesterton said, “God had written not so much a poem, but rather a
play; a play he had planned as perfect, but which had necessarily been left
to human actors and stage managers, who had since made a great mess of
it.”

But this is why Christ has come - to save us from making a mess of it. He
has come to rescue us from the shipwreck of our life which only brings
heartbreak to ourselves and others when we worship our free will and reject
His purposes for us. Christ has come to save us and rescue us from

ourselves.



Indeed, how appropriate is it that that the word offense means to trap. For
our wills, when we exercise them in our sinful freedom, in rejection of
Christ’s will for our lives, are not free at all, but enslaved, in bondage,
trapped, bound, and ensnared to sin, the flesh, and the devil.

But Christ has come to set you free, People of God. And he who the Son
sets free is free indeed. He has come to restore the whole of your being. He
comes to restore your heart and soul and to set your affections and
emotions in right order, through embracing and rejoicing in that which is
true, good, and beautiful in Him. He gives himself to you, He gives the
beauty of holiness to you, He gives you His spirit that you might truly rejoice
in His will, word, ways, and wisdom. He gives you His word to have your
mind transformed to receive the good and excellent will of God for you.
He has come to save you, mind, body, and soul, from the hell of your own
making. And indeed, this is what we do. We craft for ourselves hell, but
call it heaven. And Christ has come to save us from ourselves.

We construct idols for ourselves, idols that do not satisfy, and that are never
satisfied. Idols that are ugly and bring us depression and guilt and
gloominess. We have chained ourselves to our weak and pathetic idols, and
so we don’t want to give them up. It hurts our pride and our egos to think
that the supposed good we generate for ourselves only serves to actually
enslave us and traps us into greater depression and emptiness.

But as God says in Jeremiah 2, “My people have committed to two evils:
They have forsaken me, the fountain of living waters, and they hewed out
for themselves broken cisterns which hold no water.”

What do we do with our Free Will? We enslave ourselves. But God’s will is
for us to be free. We say we want to be free, but we forsake the freedom
that Christ gives.

God says in a few verses later in Jeremiah 2, “For long ago I broke your
yoke, and burst your bonds, but you said, ‘I will not serve.” Yes, on every
high hill and under every green tree you bowed down like a whore.”



God broke Israel free from their slavery to Egypt, but Israel refuses to serve
God. But you know who they will serve! They will serve as a whore to their
idols. It is not a matter of whether we will serve or not. It is which service
we will render, and to whom. Which service truly bestows life and dignity
and worth, and value, and beauty, and honor to you and your soul? God
set you free so that you would be free to serve him and live. Or you could
reject the purposes of God for your life, and be free to serve as a whore to
your idols and embrace death, and be trapped and offended at Christ.

Jesus says to the woman at the well, in John 4, “Whoever drinks of this
water will be thirsty again. But whoever drink of the water that I shall give
him, will never be thirsty again.” The water I give will become in him a
spring of living water welling up to eternal life.” And the woman said, Sir,
give me this water, so that I will not be thirsty or have to come here to draw

water.”

The lie of our age is that that your emotions will be satisfied if you seek to
satisfy them in this and that thing. But it is like the woman at the well, you
keep coming back to it again and again and again and it never satisfies. It
never quenches your deep spiritual thirst. Only Christ can satisfy you so
that you never have to go back to those broken cisterns ever again. So you

never have to look for another to satisfy your deepest longings.

But because we are an immature generation under the curse of God, we are
like children sitting in the marketplace and calling to one another, “We
played the flute for you and did not dance; we sang a dirge, and you did

not weep,” Jesus said.

In other words, “Noting is good enough for us. We did this thing, and it
did not produce the desired result. So we did something else, and again, we
came up short. Nothing makes us happy. We are never content. We are
never satisfied. And so grumble and complain and we want God to

conform to our sinful tempers and give us what we want, the way we want
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it, and right now. But hold your peace you rebellious pot. For God is God
and you are not.

John came living an austere life of an ascetic, not eating and drinking and
that generation said he was demon possessed. Jesus came eating and
drinking and hanging out with tax collectors and sinners, and they say,
look, a glutton and drunkard. No matter how God chooses to come to a
person to bring them to repentance, the person in the freedom of their will,
which is of course enslaved, will only ever complain and groan and make
excuses and irrational demands of God.

[ remember one time I was working at Carsen Helicopters in PA, and I was
witnessing to a guy named Thomas. And he said to me, I am like doubting
Thomas in the bible. Unless Christ comes to me and I see the holes in his
hand I will never believe. As if threatening Christ with ultimatums will
make Christ say, Yes Master Thomas, whatever you wish. He of coursed
missed the part where Jesus said to Thomas, You believe because you have
seen, but blessed are they who believe and who have not seen.

Our generation is exactly like this, isn’t it’ We want God on our terms, we
want Christ to be who we say he is. We want the Bible to affirm whatever

pet sin or false ideology we cherish. We want a god that bows down to us.

But Wisdom is justified by all her children.

Just look at the fruit of the lives of these different groups. You have those
who love the Lord, who seek to follow Christ, not perfectly, but truly.
Seeking to submit to God’s will for them and not their own. People who
say to God, Thy Will be Done on Earth as it is in Heaven. Look at their
lives. Look at their joy. Look at what they are producing in the world. See
its beauty.

And then look at the lives of those who reject Christ. Look at those who
say to God My will be done on earth as it is in hell. Examine the fruits of
these peoples lives and what they produce in the world.



11

Now of course you can look at selective fruits and think that those who
hate Christ and reject God’s purposes for them are nice, but Wisdom is
justified by all her children. Look at the rest of their lives. Do Christians
fall short! Of course we do! But where are we producing fruit! Do
unbelievers do good things? Sure. But look at where they are falling short.
And look at all their fruits. Wisdom knows how to compare and contrast.
And there really is no comparison between dark and light, life and death.
There is Life and Righteousness in the Kingdom of God, and in the
Kingdom of Darkness there is death and corruption.

Do not reject the purposes of God for you. Embrace who God made you
to be, embrace his design for your life. Embrace His truth, and declare that
God’s ways are right. Blessed is the one who is not offended because of
Jesus, but who in faith declares God to be in the right. They who embrace
and holdfast to God’s purpose and will for their lives, they will be blessed.
Amen.



