An Eschatology of Victory

OUTLINE OF OUR STUDY
• End Times Madness through

History

• Exegetical Basis for an

Eschatology of Victory (1 Cor.
15)

• Key Prophetic Texts (1): The

Olivet Discourse

• Key Prophetic Texts (2):

Ezekiel, Zechariah, Revelation

F O R M I N G A N E S C H AT O L O G Y

• The chronology of the millennial

kingdom (reign of Christ)

• The character of the millennial

kingdom (optimistic or no)

• The chronology of the great tribulation

(Mt 24:21) (when/where)

• The character of the great tribulation

(over millennia or limited)

PRE/A/POSTMILL VIEWS
PREMILL
7 Year Tribulation

Church Age/NOW

New Heavens & Earth

Literal 1000 year
Millennial Kingdom
with Jesus
Physically Ruling

AMILL

2nd Coming/
Resurrection/Last Judgment

Amill Spiritual Kingdom not Transforming Earth
New Heavens & Earth

“tribulation, apostasy, the spirit of Antichrist” are “characteristic marks”

POSTMILL

70 AD
Destruction of
Jerusalem
Tribulation Past

Postmill Realized Gradual, Incremental,
Great Commission Fulfilled

Jesus is Lord!

2nd Coming/
Resurrection/Last Judgment

New Heavens & Earth

T H E G R E AT T R I B U L AT I O N
OLIVET DISCOURSE (MT 24, MK 13, LK 21)

T H E G R E AT T R I B U L AT I O N
OLIVET DISCOURSE (MT 24, MK 13, LK 21)
• Matthew 23:29–24:3 - “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! …

32 “Fill up, then, the measure of the guilt of your fathers. 33 “You
serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?
34 “Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and
scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will
scourge in your synagogues, and persecute from city to city, 35 so that
upon you may fall the guilt of all the righteous blood shed on earth, from
the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah (2Chr 24:20 or
Zech 1:1), the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple
and the altar.
• 36 “Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 37

“Jerusalem, Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are
sent to her!

THE OLIVET DISCOURSE
• Key Interpretive Principle: the “time-texts” limit the

fulfillment: “about to,” “near,” “soon,” and especially “this
generation.”

• Matthew 23:36 - “Truly I say to you, all these things will come

upon this (houtos, near demonstrative pronoun) generation.

• Genea (γενε ) is “generation.” “This generation” used 16x in

the Gospels (Matthew 11:16; 12:41–42; 23:36; 24:34; Mark
8:12; 13:30; Luke 7:31; 11:29–32, 50–51; 17:25; 21:32). Also
“adulterous/unbelieving/perverted generation” (Mt 17:17;
Mk 8:39, 9:19);

• “Generation” is used 26x in the Gospels and each of them

ά

mean the people to who Jesus is speak except for a) “From
generation to generation” (Lk 1:50); b) “all the generations
(plural) from Abraham to David.”

THE OLIVET DISCOURSE
• Key Interpretive Principle: the “time-texts” limit the fulfillment.
• Matthew 23:36 - “Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this (houtos, near

demonstrative pronoun) generation.
• Matthew 24:34 - “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things

take place.
• Mark 13:30 - “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take

place.
• Luke 21:32 - “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all things take place.
• Jesus stated a definite time-frame for when the events of the tribulation would happen: “this

generation will not pass away until all these things take place” (Mt. 24:34, cf. 23:36; Mk.
13:30; Lk. 21:32).

The Destruction of Jerusalem, A.D. 70

END OF THE WORLD?
• The challenge to a preterist view here is

that for many, the Olivet Discourse is
assumed to be about the end of the
world (the Second Coming). The very
phrases of this passage are used as watch
words for the “signs of the times” for the
end of the world.

• “Tell us, when will these things happen,

and what will be the sign of Your coming,
and of the end of the age?” Mt 24:3

END OF THE WORLD?

• "You will be hearing of wars and rumors

of wars. … For nation will rise against
nation, and kingdom against kingdom”
Mt 24:6-7

END OF THE WORLD?
• “Wars and rumors of wars” and “nation will rise against nation,”

While these are not very unique in general history they have
specific relevance to the first century.

• Pax Romana, (Latin: “Roman Peace”) was a general state of no

wars across the empire brought through the line of Caesars
from the reign of Augustus (Octavian) beginning in 27 BC and
lasted until the monumental end to the Julio-Claudian line of
emperors with the death of Nero (i.e., the Year of Four
Emperors, 69 AD). Then resumed until the reign of Marcus
Aurelius (161 –180 AD).

• “The Year of the Four Emperors, AD 69, was the first civil war of

the Roman Empire, in which four emperors ruled in succession:
Galba, Otho, Vitellius, and Vespasian.” WIKI

• “After Nero’s suicide in 68, four emperors followed in quick

succession, each one at the head of an army. The much-vaunted
‘Roman peace’ that Augustus and his successors claimed to
have brought to the world was shattered from the inside. A
convulsive shudder went through the whole known world.” NT
Wright (Luke)

END OF THE WORLD?
• “Many will come in my name … I am the Christ” Mt 24:5
• “Even now many antichrists have appeared” 1Jn 2:18
• "In various places there will be famines and earthquakes” Mt 24:8
• “Agabus…a great famine all over the world. And this took place in

the reign of Claudius” Acts 11:28. “There came a great earthquake”
Acts 16:26; Earthquakes were recorded in Crete, Smyrna, Miletus,
Chios, Samos, Laodicea, Hierapolis, Colosse, Campania, Rome, and
Judea. Colosse, Hierapolis, and Laodicea suffered a great
earthquake in approximately A.D. 61. Pompeii in 62 A.D.

• “They will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you” Mt 24:9
• “Through many tribulations we must enter the kingdom of God”

Acts 14:22 ““Who will separate us from the love of Christ? Will
tribulation, or distress, or persecution, or famine, or nakedness, or
peril, or sword?” Rom 8:35

END OF THE WORLD?
• “You will be hated by all nations because of My name” Mt 24:9
• Death by the sword of James by Herod Acts 12:2; Death of all the apostles in

various nations: Matthew - Ethiopia; Andrew - Odessa; Mark - Alexandria
Egypt; Peter and Paul - Rome; Thomas - India; Luke - Greece; Simon the
Zealot - Britain; “They will deliver you to tribulation, and will kill you” Mt 24:9

• “Many will fall away and will betray one another” Mt 24:10
• "Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me” 2Tim 4:10; ”The

Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith,
paying attention to deceitful spirits”; 1Tim 4:1; "Take care, brethren, that
there not be in any one of you an evil, unbelieving heart that falls away from
the living God.” Heb 3:12

• "Many false prophets will arise and will mislead many.” Mt 24:11
• "There will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce

destructive heresies” 2 Pet. 2:1; ”many false prophets have gone out into
the world” 1Jn 4:1

END OF THE WORLD?
• "This gospel of the kingdom shall be preached in the whole

world [OIKOMENE Lk 2:1 “Roman Empire” NIV11] as a
testimony to all the nations, and then the end will come. Mt
24:14
• “…continue in the faith firmly established and steadfast, and not

moved away from the hope of the gospel that you have heard,
which was proclaimed in all creation under heaven, and of which
I, Paul, was made a minister.” Col 1:23
• "Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION

which was spoken of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the
holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then those who are in
Judea must flee to the mountains.” Mt 24:15-16
• “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then

recognize that her desolation is near. 21 “Then those who are in
Judea must flee to the mountains” Luke 21:20-21

END OF THE WORLD?
• "For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred

since the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will.” Mt 24:21

• "‘Moreover, there shall be a great cry in all the land of Egypt, such as

there has not been before and such as shall never be again.” Ex. 11:6

• "There has never been anything like it, Nor will there be again after it to

the years of many generations.”Joel 2:2

• "‘And because of all your abominations, I will do among you what I have

not done, and the like of which I will never do again.” Ezek 5:9

• Jos., War 1.12: “Accordingly, it appears to me that the misfortunes of all

people, from the beginning of the world, if they be compared to these
of the Jews, are not so considerable as they were.”

• “Despite the Holocaust, it may still be true that the first-century Jewish

War was the greatest tragedy ever to befall the Jewish people…”John
Nolland, The Gospel of Matthew: A Commentary on the Greek Text,
NIGTC-13; 975.

END OF THE WORLD?
• "For false Christs and false prophets will arise and

will show great signs and wonders, so as to mislead,
if possible, even the elect” Matt. 24:24

• “A false prophet was the occasion of these people’s

destruction, who had made a public proclamation in
the city that very day, that God commanded them
to get upon the temple, and that there they should
receive miraculous signs of their deliverance. Now,
there was then a great number of false prophets
suborned by the tyrants to impose upon the
people, who denounced this to them, that they
should wait for deliverance from God…." Josephus,
Wars of the Jews, 6.5.2, 742–43.

END OF THE WORLD?
• Adam Clarke (1762-1832) observes these “signs” from Josephus:
• He notes Josephus appeals to the testimony of others, who saw and heard these fearful things.
• 1) A star hung over the city like a sword; and a comet continued a whole year.
• 2) The people being assembled at the feast of unleavened bread, at the ninth hour of the night, a great light shone about the

altar and the temple, and this continued for half an hour.
• 3) At the same feast, a cow led to sacrifice brought forth a lamb in the midst of the temple!
• 4) The eastern gate of the temple, which was of solid brass, and very heavy, and could hardly be shut by twenty men, and was

fastened by strong bars and bolts, was seen at the sixth hour of the night to open of its own accord!
• 5) Before sun-setting there were seen, over all the country, chariots and armies fighting in the clouds, and besieging cities.
• 6) At the feast of pentecost, when the priests were going into the inner temple by night, to attend their service, they heard first a

motion and noise, and then a voice, as of a multitude, saying, LET US DEPART HENCE!
• 7) One “Jesus,” four years before the war began, and when the city was in peace and plenty, came to the feast of tabernacles, and

ran crying up and down the streets, day and night: “A voice from the east! a voice from the west! a voice from the four winds! a
voice against Jerusalem and the temple! a voice against the bridegrooms and the brides! and a voice against all the people!”
“Woe to Jerusalem!” And this he continued to do for several years together, going about the walls and crying with a loud voice:
“Woe, woe to the city, and to the people, and to the temple!” and as he added, “Woe, woe to myself!” a stone from some sling
or engine struck him dead on the spot!

END OF THE WORLD?

• "For just as the lightning comes from the east and

flashes even to the west, so will the coming of the
Son of Man be.” Mt 24:27

• The “tribes of the earth” or “land” refer to the

tribes of Israel (24:30); and the “gathering together”
alludes to many verses, each designate Jerusalem,
Zion, or Israel (Zech. 2:10; Jer. 32:37; Ezek. 34:13,
36:24).

END OF THE WORLD?
• “But immediately after the tribulation of those days THE SUN WILL BE DARKENED, AND

THE MOON WILL NOT GIVE ITS LIGHT, AND THE STARS WILL FALL from the sky, and the
powers of the heavens will be shaken. 30 “And then the sign of the Son of Man will appear
in the sky, and then all the tribes of the earth will mourn, and they will see the SON OF
MAN COMING ON THE CLOUDS OF THE SKY with power and great glory.” Mt 24:29-30

• Jesus is quoting from Isaiah 13’s “oracle concerning Babylon” in which “the stars of

heaven and their constellations will not flash forth their light; The sun will be dark when it
rises and the moon will not shed its light” (Is. 13:10). In this historic fall of Babylon to Persia
(539 B.C.), God “will make the heavens tremble, and the earth will be shaken from its
place,” for the “day of the Lord is coming” (Is. 13:13, 9).

• Revelation 18 describes the fall of another “Babylon,” “the great city” (either Rome or

Jerusalem). The descriptions make clear that this is Jerusalem: “And in her was found the
blood of prophets and of saints and of all who have been slain on the earth” (Rev. 18:24).

• Revelation is John’s Olivet Discourse. Further, Revelation’s city is identified, as “the great

city which mystically is called Sodom and Egypt, where also their Lord was crucified” (11:8).

END OF THE WORLD?
• "And He will send forth His angels with A GREAT TRUMPET and THEY WILL GATHER

TOGETHER His elect from the four winds, from one end of the sky to the other.” Matt. 24:31
• “Trumpet” (Num 10)“Blow a trumpet in Zion, And sound an alarm on My holy mountain! Let

all the inhabitants of the land tremble, For the day of the LORD is coming” Joel 2 and this is
quoted by Peter on Pentecost Acts 2:16 which inaugurated the “last days.”
• Joel 2:1“Angels” (angelos) mean “messenger” The spies sent to Jericho are called

“messengers” (angelos) (James 2:25). Haggai is an angelos of the LORD (Hag 1:13) as is
Malachi (Mal 2:7) and John the Baptist (Mt 11:10; Mark 1:2; Luke 7:24, 27). Jesus “sent
messengers [angeloi] ahead of Him” (Luke 9:52).
• “Four winds” is a Hebraism similar to “the four corners of the earth” (Zech. 2:6; 13:29). In

Jeremiah it is similar to the picture of judgment - "I will bring upon Elam the four winds
From the four ends of heaven, And will scatter them to all these winds; And there will be no
nation To which the outcasts of Elam will not go. 37 ‘So I will shatter Elam before their
enemies And before those who seek their lives; And I will bring calamity upon them,” Jer
49:36–37

END OF THE WORLD?

• “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these

things take place. 35 “Heaven and earth will pass away, but My words
will not pass away.” Mt 24:34–35

THE “SIGNS OF THE TIMES” TEXTS WERE FULFILLED
• “Amillennialism interprets the ‘signs of the times’ (for example, tribulation, apostasy, the spirit of

Antichrist) to be characteristic marks of the present period of redemptive history (see, for example,
Mt. 24:4-14; 2Tim. 3:12; Jm. 1:2-4; Heb. 12:6; 2Th. 2:3; 2Pt. 1:10; 1Jn. 2:18, 22).” (Cornelius Venema)

• Matthew 24 and 1 John 2:18-22 do not describe the entire millennium. Jesus identifies the time-

frame as “this generation will by no means pass away till all these things take place” (v. 34). John’s
time reference is that “this is the last hour.”

• The events in 2 Thessalonians 2:3 cannot be extended over a 2000 year period (or more). The text

states that “the falling away comes first, and the man of sin is revealed.” Whatever the “falling
away” was, it had not yet happened as Paul was writing. Since it was something that could be
recognizable to his audience, it could hardly be extended as a “characteristic mark” of the entire
millennium.

• In the context of 2 Tim. 3:12, we read of “the last days” (v. 1). Paul explains that there are

“distressing seasons” (kairos, “fixed periods,” v.1). The progress of evil described is the personal
degeneration of individuals (3:13) and in this case they will progress “no further” (3:9). Verse 12 is
an almost proverbial comment to Timothy about persecution and godly living. As such,
persecution of the godly varies from “season” to “season” and from place to place.
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