
An Eschatology of Victory 



O U T L I N E  O F  O U R  S T U D Y

• End Times Madness through 
History 

• Exegetical Basis for an 
Eschatology of Victory (1 Cor. 
15) 

• Key Prophetic Texts (1): The 
Olivet Discourse 

• Key Prophetic Texts (2): 
Ezekiel, Zechariah, Revelation



W H AT  W E  H AV E  L E A R N E D  S O  FA R



• Revelation 13:18 -   Here 
is wisdom. Let him who 
has understanding 
calculate the number of 
the beast, for the number 
is that of a man; and his 
number is six hundred 
and sixty-six. 

• Y’S’Ph R B’Dm

W H O  I S  A N T I C H R I S T  6 6 6



• Y’S’Ph R B’Dm 

• Joseph R. Biden

W H O  I S  A N T I C H R I S T  6 6 6



F O R M I N G  A N  E S C H AT O L O G Y

• The chronology of the millennial 
kingdom (reign of Christ) 

• The character of the millennial 
kingdom (optimistic or no) 

• The chronology of the great tribulation 
(Mt 24:21) (when/where) 

• The character of the great tribulation 
(over millennia or limited) 



P R E / A / P O S T M I L L  V I E W S

Literal 1000 year 
Millennial Kingdom 

with Jesus 
Physically Ruling 

New Heavens & EarthChurch Age/NOW

PREMILL

Amill Spiritual Kingdom not Transforming Earth
New Heavens & Earth

AMILL

Postmill Realized Gradual, Incremental,  
Great Commission Fulfilled

POSTMILL

7 Year Tribulation 

2nd Coming/ 
Resurrection/Last Judgment

New Heavens & Earth

2nd Coming/ 
Resurrection/Last Judgment

“tribulation, apostasy, the spirit of Antichrist” are “characteristic marks”

70 AD 
Destruction of  

Jerusalem 
Tribulation Past

Jesus is Lord!



P R O O F  O F  T H E  P O S T M I L L  O R D E R

• 1 Corinthians 15:22–26 (NIV11)-  For as in Adam all die, so in Christ all will be made alive. 
23 But each in turn: Christ, the firstfruits; then, when he comes, those who belong to 
him. 24 Then the end will come, when he hands over the kingdom to God the Father 
after he has destroyed all dominion, authority and power. 25 For he must reign until he 
has put all his enemies under his feet. 26 The last enemy to be destroyed is death. 

• The NT emphatically and repeatedly states Christ is currently at the right hand of God 
the Father (Mk. 16:19, Rom. 8:34, Eph. 1:20, Col. 3:1, Heb. 1:3, 13, 1 Pet. 3:22). Thus, the 
ascended Christ is on a throne (Acts 2:30), reigning over His kingdom (Col 1:13), having 
dominion (1 Tim. 6:16, 1 Pet. 4:11, 5:11, Rev. 1:6), and even ruling “the kings of the 
earth” (Rev. 1:5). 

• 1 Corinthians 15:51–55 (NIV11) - Listen, I tell you a mystery: We will not all sleep, but we 
will all be changed— 52 in a flash, in the twinkling of an eye, at the last trumpet. For the 
trumpet will sound, the dead will be raised imperishable, and we will be changed. 53 For 
the perishable must clothe itself with the imperishable, and the mortal with immortality. 
54 When the perishable has been clothed with the imperishable, and the mortal with 
immortality, then the saying that is written will come true: “Death has been swallowed 
up in victory.” 55 “Where, O death, is your victory? Where, O death, is your sting?”  

• Thus a General Judgment and Resurrection after the Reign of Christ.



T H E  G R E AT  T R I B U L AT I O N  
O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E  ( M T  2 4 ,  M K  1 3 ,  L K  2 1 )



T H E  G R E AT  T R I B U L AT I O N  
O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E  ( M T  2 4 ,  M K  1 3 ,  L K  2 1 )

• Matthew 23:29–24:3 -  “Woe to you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! … 32 “Fill up, then, the 
measure of the guilt of your fathers. 33 “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape 
the sentence of hell? 34 “Therefore, behold, I am sending you prophets and wise men and 
scribes; some of them you will kill and crucify, and some of them you will scourge in your 
synagogues, and persecute from city to city, 35 so that upon you may fall the guilt of all the 
righteous blood shed on earth, from the blood of righteous Abel to the blood of Zechariah 
(2Chr 24:20; or Zech 1:1), the son of Berechiah, whom you murdered between the temple and 
the altar.  

• 36 “Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this generation. 37 “Jerusalem, 
Jerusalem, who kills the prophets and stones those who are sent to her! … 24:1 Jesus came out 
from the temple and was going away when His disciples came up to point out the temple 
buildings to Him. 2 And He said to them, “Do you not see all these things? Truly I say to you, not 
one stone here will be left upon another, which will not be torn down.” 

• Luke 21:20–22 -  “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her 
desolation is near. 21 “Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who 
are in the midst of the city must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city; 
22 because these are days of vengeance, so that all things which are written will be fulfilled.



T H E  O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E

• Key Interpretive Principle: the “time-texts” limit 
the fulfillment: “about to,” “near,” “soon,” “this 
generation.”  

• Matthew 23:36 -   “Truly I say to you, all these 
things will come upon this (houtos, near 
demonstrative pronoun) generation. 

• Near demonstrative pronoun - “this” (“dis” says 
Marlowe).  

• Tone: what is dis; I want dis; may I have dis; give 
me dis; GIVE ME DIS NOW! (imperative mood)



• Matthew 11:16 - But to what shall I compare this generation? 

• Matthew 12:41 - The men of Nineveh will stand up with this 
generation at the judgment, and will condemn it …something 
greater than Jonah is here. 

• Matthew 12:42 -   The Queen of the South will rise up with this 
generation at the judgment … behold, something greater 
than Solomon is here. 

• Matthew 12:45 -   “Then it goes and takes along with it seven 
other spirits more wicked than itself, and they go in and live 
there; and the last state of that man becomes worse than the 
first. That is the way it will also be with this evil generation.” 

• Mark 8:12 - Truly I say to you, no sign will be given to this 
generation.”

T H I S  G E N E R AT I O N  ( 2 0 X )



T H E  O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E

• Key Interpretive Principle: the “time-texts” limit the fulfillment. 

• Matthew 23:36 -   “Truly I say to you, all these things will come upon this (houtos, near 
demonstrative pronoun) generation. 

• Matthew 24:34 -   “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things 
take place. 

• Mark 13:30 -   “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all these things take 
place. 

• Luke 21:32 -   “Truly I say to you, this generation will not pass away until all things take place. 

• Jesus stated a definite time-frame for when the events of the tribulation would happen: “this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place” (Mt. 24:34, cf. 23:36; Mk. 
13:30; Lk. 21:32). 



T H E  O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E

• Luke (to Greeks/Gentiles) says, “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her 
desolation is near. Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in the midst 
of the city must leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city” (Lk. 21:20-21).  

• The “camps” that will surround Jerusalem are the camps of Titus, commander of the Roman legions sent to 
subdue the Jewish rebellion. This catastrophic war ends with the overthrow of the city and the temple’s 
complete destruction in A.D. 70. Craig A. Evans, Luke, NIBC 3 

• The disciples had been expecting an immediate glorification of Jerusalem as the seat of the Messianic 
Kingdom. It is the desolation of Jerusalem that is really near at hand. Alfred Plummer, The Gospel According 
to St. Luke, A Critical and Exegetical Commentary 

• The word translated “armies” (στρατόπεδον stratopedon) literally means “camps,” and Josephus uses the 
same term repeatedly in his description of the advance on Jerusalem and the siege of the city. First, 
Vespasian placed camps at Jericho and at Adida … Later, he describes how Titus placed three camps 
comprising four Roman legions around the city. Earlier, when Jesus wept over Jerusalem, he warned that 
“the days will come upon you, when your enemies will set up ramparts around you and surround you, and 
hem you in on every side” (19:43). ..“desolation,” a term that Jeremiah also used to describe the destruction 
of Jerusalem (Jer 44:6, 22). Her house would be abandoned (Luke 13:35).  R. Alan Culpepper, “The Gospel of 
Luke,” in The Gospel of Luke-The Gospel of John, vol. 9 of NIB



T H E  O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E :  7 0  A D

• Luke’s language is less ambiguous than Mark’s “abomination of desolation”: the war with Rome began in a.d. 66, 
and soon Roman armies had marched through the rest of Palestine and surrounded Jerusalem, then laid siege to it 
until it fell in a.d. 70. Craig S. Keener, The IVP Bible Background Commentary: New Testament, Second Edition. 

• Mark 13:14 and Matt 24:15 refer to an enigmatic “abomination that causes desolation” (Dan 9:27; 11:31; 12:11), 
which signifies the fall of Jerusalem. In place of this cryptic reference Luke supplies lurid details of the Roman siege, 
the embers of which were still glowing in the memory of his readers. James R. Edwards, The Gospel according to 
Luke, ed. D. A. Carson, The Pillar New Testament Commentary. 

• Jesus more accurately describes the signs that will immediately precipitate the temple’s destruction in 21:20–24. The 
end is at hand for Jerusalem when armies are seen surrounding the city (an event that occurred in AD 70).  Douglas 
Mangum, ed., Lexham Context Commentary: New Testament, Lexham Context Commentary. 

•  Luke makes it clear that this section of the discourse refers to the destruction of Jerusalem and not to the end time.  
Leon Morris, Luke: An Introduction and Commentary, TNTC 3; IVP 

• In time of war country people would come into walled cities for protection. Jesus tells his hearers that in view of 
Jerusalem’s impending destruction they should keep as far from it as they could. The mountains would be 
inaccessible and the safest place. In fact, when the Romans were beginning to invest Jerusalem, the local Christians 
mostly fled to Pella, one of the cities of Decapolis and situated in trans-Jordan, south of the sea of Galilee…Leon 
Morris, Luke: An Introduction and Commentary, TNTC 3; IVP/Accordance electronic ed. (Downers Grove: InterVarsity 
Press, 1988)



T H E  O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E :  F U T U R I S M

• DISPENSATIONAL EXPLANATIONS 

• These same warnings apply to the tribulation days when Antichrist demands to be 
worshiped (Matt. 24:15-21). Charles Caldwell Ryrie, ed., The Ryrie Study Bible, 
Expanded. 

• In these five verses He noted that Gentile domination included the destruction of 
Jerusalem which would come about when the city was surrounded by armies. Gentile 
domination would continue until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled (v. 24). … 
Jerusalem will again fall under Gentile domination in the Tribulation (Zech. 14:1-2) just 
before the Messiah returns to restore Jerusalem. It is that restoration of which Jesus 
spoke next (Luke 21:25-28). John A. Martin, Luke, The Bible Knowledge Commentary.  

• Luke reworded “abomination of desolation” (Mark 13:14; Matt 24:15) in order to keep 
his readers from confusing the fall of Jerusalem with the end time. Robert H. Stein, 
Luke, vol. 24, The New American Commentary



T H E  O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E :  T R I B U L AT I O N

• Matthew 24:15–21 -    15 “Therefore when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION which was spoken 
of through Daniel the prophet, standing in the holy place (let the reader understand), 16 then those who are 
in Judea must flee to the mountains. 17 “Whoever is on the housetop must not go down to get the things 
out that are in his house. 18 “Whoever is in the field must not turn back to get his cloak. 19 “But woe to those 
who are pregnant and to those who are nursing babies in those days! 20 “But pray that your flight will not be 
in the winter, or on a Sabbath. 21 “For then there will be a great tribulation, such as has not occurred since 
the beginning of the world until now, nor ever will. 

• Mark 13:14–19 -    14 “But when you see the ABOMINATION OF DESOLATION standing where it should not 
be (let the reader understand), then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains. 15 “The one who is 
on the housetop must not go down, or go in to get anything out of his house; 16 and the one who is in the 
field must not turn back to get his coat. 17 “But woe to those who are pregnant and to those who are nursing 
babies in those days! 18 “But pray that it may not happen in the winter. 19 “For those days will be a time of 
tribulation such as has not occurred since the beginning of the creation which God created until now, and 
never will. 

• Luke 21:20 -  “But when you see Jerusalem surrounded by armies, then recognize that her desolation is near. 
21 “Then those who are in Judea must flee to the mountains, and those who are in the midst of the city must 
leave, and those who are in the country must not enter the city; 22 because these are days of vengeance, so 
that all things which are written will be fulfilled.



T H E  O L I V E T  D I S C O U R S E  
A N D  R E V E L AT I O N

• Luke 21:24 -   Jerusalem will be trampled under foot by the Gentiles 
until the times of the Gentiles are fulfilled. 

• Revelation 11:1–2 -  Then there was given me a measuring rod like a 
staff; and someone said, “Get up and measure the temple of God and 
the altar, and those who worship in it. 2 “Leave out the court which is 
outside the temple and do not measure it, for it has been given to the 
nations; and they will tread under foot the holy city for forty-two 
months. 

• The Siege of Jerusalem lasted exactly 42 months.



The Destruction of Jerusalem, A.D. 70



PROPHECY OF JERUSALEM/TEMPLE’S DESTRUCTION

• Daniel 9:24–26 - “Seventy weeks have been decreed for your 
people and your holy city, to finish the transgression, to make 
an end of sin, to make atonement for iniquity, to bring in 
everlasting righteousness, to seal up vision and prophecy and 
to anoint the most holy place. 25 “So you are to know and 
discern that from the issuing of a decree to restore and 
rebuild Jerusalem until Messiah the Prince there will be seven 
weeks and sixty-two weeks; it will be built again, with plaza 
and moat, even in times of distress. 26 “Then after the sixty-
two weeks the Messiah will be cut off and have nothing, and 
the people of the prince who is to come will destroy the city 
and the sanctuary. And its end will come with a flood; even to 
the end there will be war; desolations are determined. 

• Similar Judgments are found in the OT against other cities/
nations (Babylon - Isa. 13:1, 10, 19; Egypt - 34:3–5; Ezek. 32:2, 
7–8, 16, 18; Tyre - Ezek. 26; Jerusalem - Jer. 4:14, 23–24).



DESTRUCTION OF TYRE AND JERUSALEM

• Ezekiel 26:4 -   ‘They will destroy the walls of 
Tyre.. Ezekiel 27:2–3 -  “And you, son of man, 
take up a lamentation over Tyre; 3 and say to 
Tyre, who dwells at the entrance to the sea, 
merchant of the peoples to many coastlands, 
‘Thus says the Lord GOD,  “O Tyre, you have 
said, ‘I am perfect in beauty.’ 

• Revelation 18 - 1 Fallen, fallen is Babylon the 
great! . . . And the merchants of the earth weep 
and mourn over her, because no one buys their 
cargoes any more…



Jewish Wars (67-70 AD)
• The siege of the city began on 14 April 70 CE, three days before the beginning of 

Passover that year and lasted for five months. 

• Jerusalem was thronged with many people who had come to celebrate Passover. 

• The Jewish defenders were split into factions: John of Gischala's group, Eleazar 
ben Simon, and Simon bar Giora. 

• The Zealots fought amongst themselves … at one point they destroyed the food 
stocks in the city (source WIKI). 

• “Everywhere was slaughter and flight. Most of the victims were peaceful citizens, 
weak and unarmed, butchered wherever they were caught. Round the Altar the 
heaps of corpses grew higher and higher, while down the Sanctuary steps poured 
a river of blood and the bodies of those killed at the top slithered to the bottom.”  

• “For all the rest of the wall [surrounding Jerusalem], it was so thoroughly laid even 
with the ground by those that dug it up to the foundation, that there was left 
nothing to make those that came thither believe it [Jerusalem] had ever been 
inhabited. This was the end which Jerusalem came to by the madness of those 
that were for innovations; a city otherwise of great magnificence, and of mighty 
fame among all mankind. (source Josephus Jewis Wars).



• Flavius Josephus, a Jewish priest and Pharisee, was 
put in command of the national resistance in Galilee at 
the time of Israel's revolt against Rome, but was 
captured at Jotapata; his life was spared when he 
predicted that Vespasian would become emperor and 
he agreed to provide his captors with a history of his 
people. His works are an indispensable source on first 
century Jewish life and history.  



Josephus Pleads with Jews



The Arch of Titus



The Manoreh from the Temple in Jerusalem 
in the Arch of Titus



The Arch of Titus

Triumphal parade in Rome of Jewish religious articles (a seven-branched candlestick, a table 
for shewbread, and sacred trumpets) removed after the sack of Jerusalem in 70 ce; detail of 

reliefs from the Arch of Titus, Rome, 81 ce. Britannica



S I G N I F I C A N C E  O F  7 0

• "The great turning point represented by the destruction of Jerusalem was to move 
Christianity outward, to transform it from a religion shaped in nearly every particular by its 
early Jewish environment into a religion advancing toward universal significance in the 
broader reaches of the Mediterranean world, and then beyond. The apostles Peter and 
Paul were probably martyred in Rome under the emperor Nero about the time that Titus 
and Vespasian were advancing on Jerusalem. Just a few decades later, Rome would 
replace Jerusalem as the center of Christian communications and authority….When the 
Romans conquered Jerusalem, most Christians had already left. A tradition, reported in 
the fourth century by the early church historian Eusebius, says that the Christians had 
taken refuge in Pella, a substantial town northeast of Jerusalem across the Jordan... As 
the historian and biblical scholar F. F. Bruce once put it, “In the lands outside Palestine, 
the decade which ended with the year 70 marked the close of the period when 
Christianity could be regarded as simply a variety of Judaism. . . . From AD 70 onward the 
divergence of the paths of Jewish Christianity and orthodox Judaism was decisive. . . . 
Henceforth the main stream of Christianity must make its independent way in the Gentile 
world.”, 157–58." (Regent College Research Professor of History Mark Noll, Turning 
Points: Decisive Moments in the History of Christianity)



An Eschatology of Victory 


