
An Eschatology of Victory 



I M A G E S  O F “ T H E  E N D ”



E N D  T I M E S  P R O F I T S

“Left Behind” view 
popularized by 16 

best-selling novels by 
Tim Lahaye and Jerry 

B. Jenkins (over 80 
million copies sold) 
and many movies 

(2000-2014)



O U T L I N E  O F  O U R  S T U D Y

• End Times Madness through 
History 

• Exegetical Basis for an 
Eschatology of Victory (1 Cor. 15) 

• Key Prophetic Texts (1): Matthew 
24, 1-2 Thessalonians, Daniel 

• Key Prophetic Texts (2): Ezekiel, 
Zechariah, Revelation 

• Kingdom Present Applications: 
Home, Church, Nations



H I S T O R Y  O F  
P R E D I C T I V E  
E S C H AT O L O G Y

Latinist, Francis Gumerlock, 
(Ph.D. Saint Louis University, 
Historical Theology) pub by 

American Vision in 2000.



F R A N C I S  X AV I E R  G U M E R L O C K ,  P H . D .

• NERO ANTICHRIST: Patristic Evidence of the 
Use of Nero’s Name in Calculating the 
Number of the Beast (Rev 13:18) (Westminster 
Theological Journal) 

• A translation of Tyconius’s Exposition of the 
Apocalypse (The Catholic University of 
America Press) 

• Early Latin Commentaries on the Apacalypse 
(Medieval Institute Publications) 

• Carolingian Commentaries on the 
Apocalypse by Theodulf and Smaragdus 
(Medieval Institute Publications at Western 
Michigan University) 

• Revelation and the First Century



E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  E A R LY  C H U R C H  E D.
• AD 135-170 - New convert Montanus 

(Phrygia in Asia Minor/Turkey) claimed 
he had a vision in which the Lord 
revealed to him that men were living in 
the latter days. He created a following. 

• AD 170 - Priscilla, a follower of 
Montanus, prophesied that New 
Jerusalem would soon descend from 
heaven into the town of Pepuza, 
Phrygia. 

• She said, “Christ came to me in the 
form of a woman, dressed in a bright 
robe, and placed in me wisdom and 
revealed to me that this place is holy 
and that here the Jerusalem from 
heaven is coming down.” 



• About A.D. 200, a bishop in Syria 
persuaded many under his pastoral 
care to make their way to a desert to 
await the Second Coming of Christ.  

• 'Know, brethren, that the Last 
Judgement will take place within 
one year. If what I tell you does not 
come to pass, have no more faith in 
the Scriptures and do as you 
please.’"



• 234: During a local persecution, prophetess in 
Anatolia, urged to go immediately to Jerusalem to 
await the Second Coming of Christ.  

• 350: Cyril of Jerusalem believed that the Antichrist 
was coming soon, writing, "But this aforesaid 
Antichrist is to come when the times of the Roman 
empire shall have been fulfilled, and the End of the 
world is now drawing near." "This therefore is the 
falling away, and the enemy is soon to be looked for."  

• 355: Donatus believed that their sect was the 
specially chosen 144,000 of Revelation 7:4 

• “There was no doubt but that Antichrist, having been 
conceived by an evil spirit, was already born, and 
had, by this time, reached the years of boyhood, 
while he would assume power as soon as he reached 
the proper age,” Said Martin of Tours in 396.

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  E A R LY  C H U R C H  E D.



• 310-390: Apollinarius of Laodicaea predicted that 
by 490 the Antichrist would appear, Israel would 
be converted, and Jerusalem would be restored 
based on Daniel 9. 

• An African bishop, Qyintus Julius Hilarianus (397) 
said that the End could be expected 470 years 
from the death of Christ — on March 25, A.D. 500.  

• 601: Gregory the Great said, “the End of the 
present world is already close at hand, and the 
reign of the saints is coming, which can have no 
end. And, now that this End of the world is 
approaching, many things are at hand which 
previously have not been; to wit, changes of the 
air, terrors from heaven, and seasons contrary to 
the accustomed order of times, wars, famine, 
pestilences, earthquakes in diverse places.” 



• In A.D. 637, the Moslems captured 
Jerusalem, and soon afterward built a 
mosque on the Temple Mount. 
Sophronius, the Patriarch of 
Jerusalem at the time, believed that 
this act, a mosque on the Temple 
Mount, was the fulfillment of the 
Abomination of Desolation in Daniel 
9:27; 11:31; 12:11 and Matthew 24:15.  

• 700: A collection of apocalyptic 
writings called “The Revelations” 
identified the rising Islamic Empire as 
the End-time Gog and Magog.

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  I S L A M  E D.



• In 793, an attack upon Ireland and Scotland by 
the Vikings was interpreted by some as "a sign 
of impending Judgment Day.” 

• 907: One Christian bishop interpreted the 
Hungarian hordes raiding Saxony as the 
horsemen of the Apocalypse, the forces of 
Antichrist coming from the kingdom of Gog 
and Magog. 

• Around 960, Bernhard of Thuringia claimed that 
God had appeared to him and revealed to him 
the exact day and hour in which the world 
would be obliterated, and that the last day was 
at hand.  

• “We see clearer than daylight that in the 
process of the Last Days, as love waxes cold 
and iniquity abounds among mankind, perilous 
times are at hand for men's souls." — 
Rudolphus Glaber,  1030.

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  V I K I N G  E D.



• The Saxon bishop, Wulfstan, 
interpreted the Danish invasion 
of England in 1010 as a sign of 
the nearness of the End.  

• "A thousand years or more 
have now passed since Christ 
was with men in human 
likeness, and now Satan's 
bonds are extremely loose,·and 
Antichrist's time near at 
hand….”

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  V I K I N G  E D.



• A few years before the First Crusade, Benzo, bishop of 
Alba, foretold that Henry IV would march on 
Jerusalem, meet the Antichrist there, overthrow him, 
and reign until the End of the world.  

• “[I]t is the will of God that through the labours ofthe 
crusaders Christianity shall flourish again at Jerusalem 
at these last times, so that when Antichrist begins his 
reign there-and he shortly must-he will find enough 
Christians to fight.” Pope Urban  

• Joachim of Fiorre (d. 1202) identified the Islamic 
leader, Saladin, as the sixth head of the dragon in 
Revelation. Joachim believed that the seventh head 
ofthe dragon represented the Antichrist, and that he 
might have already been alive and living in 
Rome."The one who now is [Rev. 17:9] is Saladin, who 
now oppresses God's Church and holds it captive 
along with the Lord's sepulchre, the holy city 
Jerusalem and the land where the Lord walked. But he 
will soon lose it." 

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  C R U S A D E S  E D.



• The Franciscans had many in their order who believed that 
their founder, Francis of Assisi (d. 1226), was the angel 
"bearing the seal o f the living God" mentioned in 
Revelation 7:2. Many their order constituted the sealed 
144,000 of Revelation 7:4 who would renew the church in 
the Last Days. 

• In 1255, Gerard of Borgo San Donnino proclaimed in Paris 
that the New Age of the Holy Spirit had arrived, that St. 
Francis was the angel bearing the sign of the living God in 
Revelation 7, and that the everlasting Gospel (Rev. 14:6) 
had been committed to the Franciscan order before the 
End of the world.  

• Question #4. Whether it is orthodox to say that Blessed 
Francis is the revealer of the evangelical life and rule to be 
propagated in the sixth and seventh periods [Last Days] 
and the highest observer of it after Christ and his mother.  
Answer: We believe it to be false. Francesco Silvestri, 
bishop of Florence, 1326. 

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  I TA L I A N  E D.



• 1304, Brother Dolcino and his followers, called the Apostolic 
Brethren, believed that they were the only true church o f the Last 
Days. They believed that the Roman Church was the "whore of 
Babylon" in Revelation 17 and that the Pope was one o f the 
Beasts of Revelation 13.  

• Believing that they were living in the last three and a half years of 
End-time tribulation, Dolcino and his followers, fled "Babylon" for 
the mountains of Peidmont. In the mountains they armed 
themselves for conflict with the papal forces of Clement V. In 1307 
a bloodbath ensued in which four hundred of them were killed. 
Dolcino was burned at the stake. 

• The Dolcinites held to a pre-tribulation rapture theory similar to 
that in modern dispensationalism. 



• John Wycliffe (d. 1384) believed that the papal schism and 
wars during his lifetime were signs of the End. He also 
believed that the papacy of Innocent III signaled the 
loosing of Satan in Revelation 20.4. 

• 1390: A Lollard (followers of Wycliffe) named John Purvey 
wrote a commentary on the Book of Revelation. In it he 
stated that he was living in the last forty-five years allotted 
to humankind for repentance. He believed that the 
persecutors of the Lollards were the End-time Gog and 
Magog.  

• 1400: About 1400, a Lollard treatise entitled The Lantern of 
Light, proclaimed the imminent End ofthe world, saying, 
"The great Day of the Lord is nigh, and cometh fast, and 
wonders approach quickly; it shall not long tarry."

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  P R E- R E F O R M AT I O N  E D.



• Thomas Muntzer, a radical Reformer, 
believed that he was living in the Last Days.  

• “It is already the time of Antichrist, as is 
manifestly clear in Matthew 24. The Lord 
makes it known that when the Gospel of 
the kingdom is preached in the whole 
world, then the Abomination of Desolation 
is to be seen.” 

• In 1528, the Anabaptist Augustin Bader 
believed that he was the End- time Elijah. 
He predicted that the last three and a half 
years of tribulation before the End would 
begin in 1530. 

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  A N A B A P T I S T  E D.



• Luther, like most of the Reformers, came to 
believe that the papacy was the Antichrist and 
the Abomination of Desolation. 

• "What I have learned and taught from Paul and 
Daniel, namely that the Pope is Antichrist, that 
history proclaims, pointing to and indicating the 
very man himself." The sign of the Abomination 
of Desolation, i.e., the papacy, said Luther, 
"compells me stedfastly to believe, that Christ 
will not now stay long,"  

• Luther identified the Turk [Muslim] as Gog and 
the Pope as Magog, and the Number of the 
Beast as years of papacy: “From AD 666, right 
after the Synod of Whitby till the 1332 Black 
Death and Wycliffe!””[It] shall last 666 years 
according to the number of the Beast as John 
says (Rev. 13:18).”

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  R E F O R M AT I O N  E D.



• Hugh Latimer (d. 1555) believed that he was living in 
the Last Days. He wrote, "All those excellent learned 
men … do gather out of scripture that the Last Day 
cannot be far off.” In 1549, Latimer preached in the 
presence of King Edward VI that "the End of the 
world is near at hand.... Antichrist, the man of sin, the 
son of iniquity, is revealed, the latter day is at hand."  

• Philip Melanchthon (d. 1560) calculated the number 
of the Beast, 666, from the Hebrew letters for 
"Romith" meaning "Roman kingdom."  

• The notes in the Geneva Bible, published in 1560, 
interpreted Gog and Magog as the followers of 
Mohammed and the papacy. Geneva Bible of 1579 —  
"[F]or about 666 years after this revelation the Pope 
or Antichrist began to be manifest in the world." 



• In 1830, Alexander Campbell (1788-1866), founder of the 
Disciples of Christ, claimed to be the restorer of primitive 
Christianity. The true Gospel, according to the Campbellites, was 
lost for thirteen hundred years, but was restored by him.  

• "Among the early Campbellites, apocalyptic hopes ran high, and 
many shared the conviction that their own restitution of the ways 
of primitive Christianity served as a direct herald of the Millennial 
age."  

• In 1830, he began a magazine entitled The Millennium. Its 
purpose was stated as follows: for "the development and 
introduction of that political and religious order of society called 
The Millennium which will be the consummation of that ultimate 
amelioration of society.” 

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  1 9T H  C E N T.  E D.



• Many of Joseph Smith's (founder of Mormonism) revelations in 1831 
(see also entry under the year 1820) indicated that the Day of the Lord 
was near. Smith also assured some of his closest followers that they 
would live to see the Second Coming.  

• 1832: Joseph Smith proclaimed a Last Days gathering of the elect to 
Zion, which he believed would be in America. "The City of Zion spoken 
of by David in Psalms 102 will be built upon the Land of America," 
wrote Smith, see The Book of Mormon (3 Nephi 21:23-34). 

• 1832: Robert Owen (communitarian/New Harmony) announced that 
the Second Coming of Christ and the beginning of a Millennial 
kingdom would take place in 1834, saying, "This ... is the great advent 
of the world, the Second Coming of Christ.... The time is therefore 
arrived when the foretold Millennium is about to commence." 



• 1832: William Miller (spawned Adventists, Branch Davidians), taught "cleansing 
of the sanctuary" (the personal return of Christ to purge the world) would take 
place between March 21, 1843 and March 21, 1844. See his book, “Evidence from 
Scripture and History of the Second Coming of Christ about the Year 1843. 

• Latter Day Saints (Mormons) - The September 1832 prophecy is recorded in their 
Scripture, Doctrine and Covenants 84: 1-5, 31, saying, “[the] city of New 
Jerusalem … shall be built…in the western boundaries of the State of Missouri, 
and dedicated by the hand of Joseph Smith, Jr., …” 

• Nelson H. Barbour believed that 1873 marked the 6,000th year from Creation, 
and that the Second Coming of Christ would take place in that year. Charles T. 
Russell, a follower of Barbour and founder of the sect now known as Jehovah's 
Witnesses, taught that the Millennial kingdom began in 1873. Russell then reset 
the date of Christ's return for 1874. Then he argued Jesus came invisibly into the 
"upper air,” known only to his faithful followers. [GS will it last 50 more years] 

• In 1888, Ellen White (Adventist co-founder) said that the Mark of the Beast was 
manifested in disregard for Saturday Sabbath worship. Sunday worship, she said, 
was a violation of the fourth commandment. White also believed that America 
was the second Beast of Revelation 13. 



• Chuck Smith of Calvary Chapel wrote,”The Last Days are upon us, and the 
Spirit of God is being poured out upon us.... It's prophesied in the Bible 
that the Lord will pour the Spirit down upon all men, and I believe that it 
won't be long until we see the Second Coming of the Lord.” In 1978,"From 
my understanding of biblical prophecies, I'm convinced that the Lord is 
coming for His Church before the end of 1981."  

• Edgar Whisenant (rocket scientist, d. 2001) wrote a book entitled “88 
Reasons Why the Rapture Will Be in 1988.” He said, ”Only if the Bible is in 
error am I wrong; and I say that to every preacher in town" and “I would 
stake my life on Rosh Hashana 88."and others who predicted this include: 
Colin Deal, J.R. Church, Doug Clark , Hart Armstrong, Charles Taylor, et al. 

• Hal Lindsey, in his book The 1980s: Countdown to Armageddon, asserted 
that the "decade of the 1980's could very well be the last decade ofhistory 
as we know it." 

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  D I S P E N S AT I O N A L  E D.



• Whisenant, Edgar C. (1989). The final shout: 
Rapture report 1989. Predicted that the Rapture 
would occur in 1989. 

• Whisenant, Edgar C. (1993). 23 reasons why a pre-
tribulation rapture looks like it will occur on Rosh-
Hashanah 1993. Predicted that the Rapture would 
occur in 1993. 

• Whisenant, Edgar C. (1994). And now the earth's 
destruction by fire, nuclear bomb fire. Prediction 
for 1994.

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  D I S P Y  E D.





• "If they're right [ND Wilson et al], then 
millions of evangelicals are silly and goofy and 
stupid—” 

• “and are being misled by people with ill 
motives.” 

• “If we're that offbase and doing a disservice 
to the church, it's all that much worse because 
of how popular our stuff is." -Jerry Jenkins

E N D T I M E S  M A D N E S S  D I S P Y  E D.





















L E S S O N S  O N  I N T E R P R E TAT I O N
• Don’t use the “Millennial Day Theory” (ie, the Second 

Coming of Christ will occur 6,000 years after the 
creation of mankind, followed by 1,000 years of peace 
and harmony.) 

• Don’t think the latest crisis fulfills biblical prophecy 
because it’s happening to you. 

• Don’t come up with a new religion if you live in 
upstate NY in the 19th Century. 

• Don’t “pin the tail” on the latest Middle East 
development.


