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Overview

• Week 1 – Biblical Chronology - prima facie Argument

• Week 2 – Construct a timeline correlating the 39 
books of the Old Testament to a timeline.

• Week 3 - Look at specific Old Testament Stories 
in relationship to time. Conclusions & 
Applications



Old Testament Survey

• Major Reference Works
▫ Encountering the Old Testament 

 Bill T. Arnold

 Bryan E. Beyer

▫ The Biblical Chronology Question: An Analysis
 James B. Jordan

▫ WHO WAS BORN WHEN ENOSH WAS 90? A SEMANTIC 
REEVALUATION OF WILLIAM HENRY GREEN’S 
CHRONOLOGICAL GAPS
 Jeremy Sexton -Westminster Theological Journal (2015)

▫ The First Decade – The Word of God
 Henrich Bullinger

▫ What did the Reformers Believe about the Age of the Earth?
 Dr Joel R. Beeke



Old Testament Survey

GOALS: 

• Examine the Old Testament covering the 5 
major categories; Pentateuch, History, Poetry & 
Wisdom, Major Prophets, Minor Prophets.

• Connecting each of the 39 books of the Old 
Testament to dates in time

• Making use of Biblical Chronology

• Correlating Major World/Regional Empires



Old Testament Survey

• Introduction

▫ Goals

• Biblical Chronology - prima facie 

• Objections

▫ Science

▫ Evangelical Gap Theory

• Date of Creation

• Pentateuch

• History

• Major World/Regional Empires

• Major Prophets

• Poetry & Wisdom

• Minor Prophets 



CREC Book of Memorials



CREC Memorial D. Creation

• The doctrine of creation lies at the heart of Christian living, deeply embedded 
within our assumptions about worship, knowledge, faith, celebration, beauty, and 
redemption. In recent decades, many conservative evangelicals have been moved 
by the science of the day to oppose the historic view of creation in six sequential 
days of common length, several millennia in the past…… 



CREC Memorial D. Creation

• Science is a legitimate and noble pursuit, as an aspect of 
the creation mandate (Gen. 1:26–28), and Christians 
should not be fearful or ungrateful for advances in 
scientific knowledge and technology. Indeed, the best 
scientific developments have been the fruit of an 
essentially Christian worldview. Advances in medicine, 
transportation, communication, computers, etc. are 
God’s good gifts. We therefore encourage the cultivation 
of the scientific enterprise on the basis of fully biblical 
principles. Science and the gospel are not inherently 
antagonistic



Creation & Biblical Chronology

• Prima facie - based on the first impression; 
accepted as correct until proved otherwise.



Historic Churchmen

• Theophilus of Antioch (died AD 183?) set Creation 
at 5509 B.C. 

• Basil of Caesarea (AD 329-379) – Genesis 1 
“morning” and “evening” a “day” “twenty-four 
hours”

• Ambrose (c. AD 339-397) “The length of one day is 
twenty-four hours in extent.” Commentary of 
Genesis

• Bede (c. AD 672-735) Commented on Genesis 1:5, 
that the first day was “without a doubt a day of 
twenty-four hours.”



Historic Churchmen

• Peter Lombard (c. AD 1096-1164) 

▫ Believed that God created everything out of 
nothing and shaped it into its perfected form over 
the period of “six days”. 

▫ The days of Genesis 1 defined by mornings and 
evenings, should be understood as “the space of 
twenty four hours.”

• Bonaventure (AD 1221-1274) 

▫ God created “in a space of six days”



Reformation Churchmen

• Wolfgang Musculus (AD 1497-1563) six days of 
creation were “natural days.” all six days of 
creation were consisting of twenty-four hours

• Peter Martyr Vermigli (AD 1499-1562) believed 
in a young earth.

• Henrich Bullinger (AD 1504-1575)
• John Calvin (AD 1509-1564) 
• Zacharias Ursinus (AD 1534-1583)
• Girolamo Zanchi (AD 1516-1590)
• James Ussher (AD 1581-1656)



James Ussher – Biblical History of the 

world 





Catechisms & Confessions

• Heidelberg

• Belgic

• Westminster Standards



Genesis 5:1-8

• 5 This is the book of the genealogy of Adam. In the day that 
God created man, He made him in the likeness of God. 2 He 
created them male and female, and blessed them and called 
them Mankind in the day they were created. 3 And Adam lived 
one hundred and thirty years, and begot a son in his own 
likeness, after his image, and named him Seth. 4 After he 
begot Seth, the days of Adam were eight hundred years; and 
he had sons and daughters. 5 So all the days that Adam lived 
were nine hundred and thirty years; and he died.

• 6 Seth lived one hundred and five years, and 
begot Enosh. 7 After he begot Enosh, Seth lived eight hundred 
and seven years, and had sons and daughters. 8 So all the days 
of Seth were nine hundred and twelve years; and he died.



Genesis 5

1. Adam (lived 930 yrs Gen 5:5) died 726 yrs before 
the flood

2. Seth (lived 912 yrs Gen 5:8)  
3. Enosh (lived 905 yrs Gen 5:11)
4. Cainan (lived 910 yrs Gen 5:14)
5. Mahalalel (lived 895 yrs Gen 5:17)
6. Jared (lived 962 yrs Gen 5:20)
7. Enoch (lived 365 yrs Gen 5:23) 
8. Methuselah (lived 969 yrs Gen 5:27) died the same 

year as the flood
9. Lamech (lived 777 yrs Gen 5:31)
10. Noah (lived 950 yrs Gen 9:28)



Genesis 5

• 1656 yrs - Creation to Deluge (Flood)

• Creation 3930BC

• Deluge (Flood) 2274BC



Luke 3:34-37

• the son of Jacob, the son of Isaac, the son of 
Abraham, the son of Terah, the son of Nahor, 35 
the son of Serug, the son of Reu, the son of 
Peleg, the son of Eber, the son of Shelah, 36 the 
son of Cainan, the son of Arphaxad, the son of 
Shem, the son of Noah, the son of Lamech, 37 
the son of Methuselah, the son of Enoch, the son 
of Jared, the son of Mahalalel, the son of Cainan, 
38 the son of Enosh, the son of Seth, the son of 
Adam, the son of God.



Old Testament Survey

“Thus we conclude that the Bible unquestionably 

teaches a chronology from Creation to Abraham. Any 

evangelical holding to the specific and comprehensive 

inerrancy of Scripture will be forced, if he looks into it, 

into accepting this chronology.”  

James B. Jordan 



Old Testament Survey

• Reformers who used Biblical genealogies for 
chronological computation. Creation dates:

▫ Luther 3960 BC

▫ Melanchthon 3963 BC

▫ Geneva 3943 BC

• Modern Theologian

▫ James B Jordan 3930 BC



Age of the Earth

• What is today’s date (2021) in years since 
creation?
▫ Luther 5981
▫ Melanchthon 5984
▫ Geneva 5964

• Modern Theologian
▫ James B Jordan 5951

• Anno Mundi 
▫ Latin for "in the year of the world“
▫ Hebrew: לבריאת העולם, “to the creation of the world"



Anno Mundi “in the year of the World”
Event BC AM Date

Creation 3930 0

Flood 2274 1656

Noah Dies 1924 2006

Pentateuch (end) 1400 2530

Foundation of Temple laid 937 2993

Completion of Temple 930 3000

Rebuild Temple Start 536 3394

Temple Completed 516 3414

Alexander Conquers 331 3601

Death of Herod 4 3926

Zero AD 3932

Crucifixion of Christ 30 3962

Destruction of the Temple 70 4002

TODAY 2019 5949







Objections

• FRANCIS A. SCHAEFFER 

• B. B. Warfield

• William H. Green Evangelical Gap Theory 



Old Testament Survey - Conclusions

• Don’t be afraid of history! Embrace it, because it 
shows the glorious works of our Father!

• Dive-in strive to have a comprehensive 
understanding of Old Testament history!!!



Old Testament Survey - Conclusions

• “Word of mouth” transmission from generation 
to generation of the Word of the Lord very 
possible.

• God provides a very specific account of history 
which shows His works.

• An interpretation, allowing nonbiblical 
explanations of history, is a very dangerous 
position to take.  



Old Testament Survey - Conclusions

• Pentateuch & Historical Books show that Israel 
was unique among her neighbors, due to the 
emphasis on history.

▫ Other religions were mythological and aphorisms.

▫ Israel 

 Cause-and-effect connections

 Continuous narration

 Fully developed characterization 



Conclusions

• Let us think that the Lord himself, which is the 
very living and eternal God, doth speak to us by 
the scriptures. Let us for evermore praise the 
name and goodness of him, who hath 
vouchedsafe so faithfully, fully, and plainly to 
open to us, miserable mortal men, all the means 
how to live well and holily. To Him be praise, 
houour, and glory for evermore. Amen.

• Heinrich Bullinger - Decalogue 




