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People of God, there is much talk in our time about identity. We live in a 
society in which radical individualism is praised. Where the rule of our 
father’s is rejected and despised. Our society celebrates that every person 
gets to reinvent themselves with every new passing moment and cultural 
fad that comes to us from hands of the cultural elite.  

This radical individualism has arisen to such a fever pitch that people can 
determine, devoid of all logic, reasons, and moral sense, even what gender 
they are. We live in an age in which the individual is sovereign and has no 
ties that bind him to his father or his father’s father before him, nor to his 
community and family or nation. All are expected to be free to exercise 
their own choice in matters of identity. And if we do have any identity at 
all, it is that we are consumers.  

This produces a people who are rootless, adrift on the sea, tossed to and 
fro by every cultural and ideological wave and carried about aimlessly by 
every wind of new doctrine, susceptible to human cunning, and a target for 
deceitful schemes.  

This is not the way God would have us be. As Christians, we must believe 
that our identity is anchored in Christ. God the Father has told us who we 
are in Christ, and that promise and hope is passed down to us from our 
earthly fathers who came before us.  

If we are to recover the blessing of God for our people, to see morality 
increased in our people, to see honor and dignity and hope restored to our 
people, it is important that we recover the belief in covenant identity, as 
opposed to individual autonomous identity. And our identity as children 
of God, is signed and sealed to us in the sacrament of Holy baptism.  

In our baptismal service today, we had a number of children who were 
baptized into the Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy 
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Spirit. We sung St. Patrick’s Breastplate how We bind unto ourselves today 
the strong name of the Trinity. Naming, in the Bible, on at least one level, 
denotes ownership. It denotes rulership. These children have been set apart 
and God’s name has been given to them, and his rule is established over 
them. God is their Father. They have bound God’s name to them. They 
belong to God – the Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. God is their God, 
and they are His people. This is their identity.  

This beautiful truth is held out to us also in the Heidelberg Catechism, QA 
1.  

What is your only comfort in life and death? A: That I am not my own, but 
belong with body and soul, in life and death, to my faithful savior Jesus 
Christ. 

This is the promise that God made in the earliest days of redemptive history 
when he made covenant with father Abraham, which was later fulfilled in 
the New Covenant in Jesus Christ.  

In Gen. 17 God made a covenant with Abraham, and there he promised 
to be Abraham’s God, as well as the God of Abraham’s children, and his 
children’s children throughout their generations for an everlasting 
Covenant. That is the promise. Even those who are not yet born already 
have had this promise made to them. And so, their identities as God’s 
people has already been chosen for them. This is their inheritance – They 
belong to God.  

Contrary to us Americans of today, they did not get a choice in the matter. 
This decision was made for them by God, first of all, but humanly speaking, 
it was made by their patriarch hundreds, if not thousands of years earlier, 
and was also implemented by their own fathers. Their identity was passed 
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down from father to son, from father to son, all the way down history. This 
is their collective identity.  This is their heritage. They belong to God. 

Every family knew who they were, and every person in the family knew who 
they were, because the head of the household followed God’s command to 
mark out their sons with the sign of circumcision. And so it continued with 
each new family that was established in the line of Abraham. 

As Americans we have a difficult time grasping this, because we are staunch 
individualists. However,  we do instinctively get it if we talk about 
citizenship in America. Does your child need to become a citizen of the 
USA after they are born? No. Why? Because you, their parents, are citizens 
of the USA. So the child is born being automatically adopted into the 
family of the nation by virtue of the fact that their parents before them were 
Americans.  

And what about  when they grow up and have their own children? Will 
their children need to become citizens of the USA? Will they need to pass 
a citizenship test in order to become a citizen of the USA? No. Are your 
children nationless until the time that they can decide for themselves what 
nation they want to be a citizen of? No. You are born an American. This is 
your identity. You have all the rights and privileges and protections that are 
afforded you by the United States of America, so that you are not stateless. 
The only way you can change that status is if you renounce your citizenship, 
and move out of the country. Unless you become a citizen of another 
country, you become a stateless refugee.  

So, it would be a lot more helpful if we thought about religious identity a 
bit like that. We need to reject the idea that the children of Christians have 
to craft for themselves an identity, that they are essentially spiritually 
stateless and have to take a citizenship test in order to become citizens of 
the kingdom of God. This identity as being God’s people is passed down 



4 
 

to them without their permission from their fathers. And they then 
subsequently pass it down to their children, who pass it down to their 
children after them. This is the Covenant that God made with Abraham 
and fulfilled in Jesus Christ. I will be God to you and to you children and 
your children’s  children after them, for an everlasting Covenant. I will 
their God, and they will be my people. 

Now God says that if those people whom he claimed as his own refused to 
receive the sign of the covenant, meaning, his parents did not circumcise 
him, God reckoned it as breaking the covenant. God says in Gen. 17 any 
uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin shall 
be cut off from his people; he has broken my covenant.  

This is why circumcision was such an important topic in the New 
Testament. The Judaizers, as they were called, taught that you could not be 
saved unless you were circumcised. Which makes sense, how could you be 
saved and be a member of God’s covenant people Israel if you were not 
circumcised and have by default broken the covenant, according to Gen. 
17?  

The Apostles therefore had to teach that God’s New covenant arrangement 
in Christ was now a fulfilling of the Abrahamic Covenant that now 
included Gentiles. And so, because there is a new covenant, there is a new 

sign of the covenant, which is baptism. As Paul says in Galatians 3 – “for in 

Christ Jesus you are all sons of God through faith. For as many of you as were 
baptized into Christ have put on Christ. There is neither Jew nor Greek, there is 
nether slave nor free, there is no male or female, for you are all one in Christ Jesus. 
And if you are Christ’s, then you are Abraham’s offspring, heirs according to the 
promise.” 
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Now at this point there might be an objector who says, “Ah, see, you said 
we are all sons of God through faith. You are making it sound as if we are 
sons of God through baptism. Small children cannot have faith, therefore 
they cannot be sons of God, at least not until they have faith, which only 
happens when they are older. Once they have faith then they should be 
baptized.” 

However, God promised to give our children faith. He promised to put his 
spirit within our children, and he promised to write his law on their hearts. 
He promised to give them the fear of God, to forgive their sins and to be 
their God and to make them his children. He promised to make them heirs 
according to the promise. Listen to the prophets: 

Jeremiah 32 says this, and hear the Abrahamic Covenant in this: 

“They shall be My people, and I will be their God then I will give them one 
heart and one way that they may fear me forever, for the good of them and 
their children after them. And I will make an everlasting covenant with 

them, that I will not turn away from doing them good; but I will put my fear 
in their hearts so that they will not depart from me.” (Jer. 32:38-40) 

God promises to fulfill the Abrahamic Covenant.  God says that He will do 
it. He will bring salvation to His people, so that they will not depart from 
him. He will fulfill the promises himself, and included in that are the 
children. 

Similar language is used in Isaiah 59:21. Again hear the Abrahamic 
Blessings in his Prophecies of the New Covenant: 

“As for Me, says the LORD, “This is my covenant with them: My Spirit who 

is upon you, and my words which I have put in your mouth, shall not depart 
from your mouth, nor from the mouth of your offspring, nor from the mouth 
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of your offspring’s offspring,” says the LORD, “from this time forth and 

forevermore.” (Isa. 59:21) 

Now, we have introduced to us the idea of God’s Spirit being upon, and 
His Word being in the mouth of the offspring of Israel and their offspring’s 
offspring as well. God’s Spirit and Word is promised to be in and not 
depart from Israel’s mouth and their children’s mouths, and the mouth of 
their children’s children. 

Ezekiel carries the idea a bit further in 37:24-28: 

24 “My servant David shall be king over them, and they shall all 

have one shepherd. They shall walk in my rules and be careful to obey my 
statutes. 25 They shall dwell in the land that I gave to my servant Jacob, where 

your fathers lived. They and their children and their children's 
children shall dwell there forever, and David my servant shall be their 

prince forever. 26 I will make a covenant of peace with them*. It shall be an 

everlasting covenant with them. And I will set them in their 

land and multiply them, and will set my sanctuary in their midst 

forevermore.27 My dwelling place shall be with them, and I will be their 
God, and they shall be my people. 28 Then the nations will know that I 

am the LORD who sanctifies Israel, when my sanctuary is in their midst 
forevermore.” 

Who is they and them and their in this passage? Who is God’s covenant of 
peace with? Israel and their children, and their children’s children.  

Another passage in Jeremiah would be helpful to look at as well: 31:33-34 

33 For this is the covenant that I will make with the house of Israel after those 

days, declares the LORD: I will put my law within them, and I will 
write it on their hearts. And I will be their God, and they shall be 
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my people. 34 And no longer shall each one teach his neighbor and each his 

brother, saying, ‘Know the LORD,’ for they shall all know me, from the 
least of them to the greatest, declares the LORD. For I will forgive their 
iniquity, and I will remember their sin no more.” (Jer. 31:33-34) 

Ezekiel 36 continues these promises, but now introduces a new idea that 
we haven’t seen yet in relation to all these other promises. Ezekiel 
introduces the idea of baptism, of sprinkling – sprinkling, not immersing, 
with clean water.  
 

25 I will sprinkle clean water on you, and you shall be clean from all your 

uncleannesses, and from all your idols I will cleanse you. 26 And I will give 

you a new heart, and a new spirit I will put within you. And I will 

remove the heart of stone from your flesh and give you a heart of flesh. 27 And 
I will put my Spirit within you, and cause you to walk in my statutes 
and be careful to obey my rules. 28 You shall dwell in the land that I 

gave to your fathers, and you shall be my people, and I will be your 
God. 29 And I will deliver you from all your uncleannesses. 

Thus we have seen these promises repeated over and over again, all of which 
have their origins in the Covenant made with Abraham. God promises: 

• I will be their God and they will be my people 

• I will do them good 

• I will give them the land 

• I will give them My Spirit  

• I will make my dwelling with them 

• I will put my words in their mouth / write my law in their hearts 

• David will be their King and Prince to rule over them 
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• I will give all these things to Israel and their children and their 
children’s children. 

• They all shall know the Lord from the least to the greatest. And that 
is talking about children and adults 

• And finally, they will be sprinkled with clean water and be cleansed 
of their idols and their uncleanesses, and they will have their sins 
forgiven. 
 

THE NEW TESTAMENT – PROMISES FULFILLED 
Now, when the Holy Spirit is poured out on Pentecost we see all these 
promises that God made through the prophets fulfilled.  

Thus, the Peter says that, in light of the fact that Jesus has ascended the 
Throne of David upon His resurrection and ascension, and God made Him 

both Lord and Christ, that Israel should “Repent, and be baptized every one 

of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of sins, and you will 
receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. For, the promise is for you and for your 
children, and for all who are far off, all whom the Lord will call to 
himself.” 

These words of Peter sound very familiar, don’t they? These words are the 
same promises which we heard before made to Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel, 
which are the out workings of the original promise made to Abraham. 

Is it no wonder then, that in the book of Acts whole households were 
baptized. Because the promise was made to the adults about their children, 
and the pattern of faith in the old covenant under Abraham was to believe 
God’s promise about his faithfulness to you and your children, and so you 
give your children the sign of the covenant also.  
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The promise of the Father is that he will be God to us and to our children, 
and therefore because we have been baptized into this promise, we must 
repent of our sins everyday, and believe the promises of God confirmed to 
us in the sacrament every day.  

Many mistakenly believe that baptism is a sign and seal of personal 
individual faith, and treat it as a destination or a goal. Something you must 
strive toward. And that you are not to be baptized until you have faith. And 
once you have faith, that’s it. You have arrived.  

But baptism is a call to faith and repentance. It is a call to believe the 
promise of the Father, that he promised to be your God, and the God of 
your children, and you and your children will be his people. And so you 
are to repent every day, and you are to believe everyday. Baptism is a starting 
point in the life of a child, an identity based upon God’s promises that they 
grow out of and more fully into all their days.  

There is a story told about Martin Luther, who seemed to have suffered 
with bouts of depression. And when fighting off doubts and fears was heard 
shouting at the Devil, “I have been baptized!” Few of us think of our 
baptism in that way, yet Luther was exactly right. 

Baptism is the sign and seal that we have been united with Christ in His 
death and resurrection, and because we are united with Christ, we are 
adopted into the covenant family of the Triune God. In Christ we are 
God’s adopted children and heirs, and the Holy Spirit inspires us to pray 
“Abba, Father.” (Romans 8: ) That is our identity! 

Baptism is a both the sign and seal of our new identity in Christ. The sign 
is water, the seal is the promise of God that accompanies the water of 
baptism—you belong to God. In Baptism, the Holy Spirit unites us to 

Christ, and therefore in the waters of baptism the goodness and loving kindness 
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of God our savior appeared, and he saved us, not because of works done by us in 
righteousness, but according to his own mercy, by the washing of regeneration and 
the renewal of the Holy Spirit, whom he poured out on us richly through Jesus Christ 
our savior, so that being justified by his grace we might become heirs according to 
the hope of eternal life.  

Like Luther, we should grab hold of our baptism in our turbulent times 
which seek to shake us from the rock solid confidence we have in Christ, 
and which seek to tempt us to abandon our God, and the God of our 
fathers. Every day we should remind ourselves who we really are and to 
whom we really belong: I belong to God, for I have been baptized into the 
Name of the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Spirit. Amen. 


