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INTRO 

Children of God, when God is present with his people, there is true joy 
and peace and love, and there is a beautiful experience of genuine 
fellowship between people. This is a glimpse of the love of the trinity in 
glory. This joy of trinitarian glory and love is a lofty ideal, and many think 
it is an unattainable ideal. Some unfortunately think their own ideal is 
God’s ideal, and they take it upon themselves to force others into this ideal, 
which ends up destroying the fellowship. St. John is writing the message of 
this letter so that we would have this fellowship in God and in one another. 
And we would know what this true fellowship is based upon.   

I think that each of us desires to have this deep joy and peace and true 
fellowship with one another, especially in our homes. However, John is 
aware that this fellowship of joy and peace and love can quite easily be 
destroyed. And John says that the way to destroy our fellowship in the 
eternal life is to sin and hate our brothers. 

Why would anyone who is seeking to experience the fullness of joy in the 
fellowship of God and one another hate his brother, and destroy that 
fellowship? I don’t think people do this knowingly. They do it in ignorance. 
“Hence John says, “But whoever hates his brother is in the darkness and walks in 
the darkness and, and does not know where he is going, because the darkness has 
blinded his eyes.” Hence the well meaning Christian who does not live 
according to the light as he professes, is the one who unknowingly and 
ignorantly is often the source of the destruction of the very community that 
he is trying to help establish and protect.   

This is the reality of life in this world that is not yet completely redeemed. 
Sin destroys the fellowship that Christ purchased by his death. As the hymn 
says, “Paschal triumph, paschal joy, only sin can this destroy.” 

Sin is only able to destroy our Paschal joy and fellowship when we choose 
to not to walk in the light; when we refuse to acknowledge our sins, when 
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we refuse to confess our sins that we commit against one another, and when 
we refuse to forgive one another of their sins they committed against us.  

GOD IS LIGHT 

Now the remedy for all this is the message that John heard from Jesus from 
the beginning – which is, God is Light. 

5 This is the message we have heard from him and proclaim to you, that God is light, 
and in him is no darkness at all.  

First off, God is Light and in Him is no darkness at all, means that in God 
there is only truth, and there is no lies. It means that in God there is only 
goodness and there is no sin. Thus, John is concerned to teach that God’s 
existence as Light has implications for doctrine and ethics; for truth and 
morality. 

The specific truth that John is referring to is the truth of that sacrifice of 
Christ for the forgiveness of sins. And the ethic that he is referring to is to 
confess our sins and to forgive our sins. 

John says that if we walk in that light we have fellowship with one another.  

Walking in the light here refers specifically to walking in the light of the 
reality that Jesus Christ died to cleanse us of our sin and forgive us. And 
not our sins only, but also the sins of the whole world.  

Your sin, my sin, and the sin of the world has been taken away and forgiven 
in Christ. Sin has been atoned for. Sin has been washed clean by Christ’s 
blood. To live in such a way with other people that you believe that that is 
true is to walk in the light.  

And to walk in that light, children of God, is the remedy to destroyed 
fellowship. If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in the darkness, 
we lie and do not practice the truth.  In other words, “to walk in the light”, is 
to live in fellowship with others based upon your sins are forgiven in Jesus 
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and you are cleansed by Christ’s blood; “To walk in the darkness” then, is 
to not confess your sins and to not forgive sins. 

If you do not confess your sins that you commit against your brother, then 
you hate your brother. And if you do not forgive the sins of your brother, 
then you hate your brother.   

“If we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves and the truth is not in us. But if we 
confess our sins, he is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from 
all unrighteousness.” When we hear these verses, we often apply that 
individually to ourselves, in reference to the sins we commit against God. 
Which is fine. But there is a community fellowship dimension that we need 
to understand apply. 

Likewise, when we hear 1 John 2:2 we usually tend to interpret it in light 
of the Calvinism and Arminianism controversy – 2:2 – He is the propitiation 
for our sins and not for ours only but also for the sins of the whole world.  

Now I absolutely think it true that if I confess my sins to God, he is faithful 
and just to forgive me of my sins that I commit against him.  

And I absolutely think that  is the propitiation for my sins and for the sins 
of people from every tribe, language, and nation out of the whole world.  

But these verses are meant to be believed and applied in the setting of 
community and family fellowship that is suffering the devastating calamity 
of sin. Someone has sinned against another and they are not confessing 
and acknowledging that sin they committed against the others, and neither 
is forgiveness being offered.  

Both of these realities, confession of sin that you committed against 
another person in your fellowship, and the free offering of forgiveness to 
those who sin against you, are needed to have true fellowship with the 
Father and the Son and with one another.  
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Our fellowship is based upon the fact that God did everything within his 
divine power in Jesus Christ to cleanse us of our sins. If you continue living 
in your sins and not seeking to be cleansed of them, then you are a liar, and 
the truth is not in you.  

Likewise, if you do not forgive others of their sins they commit against you, 
you are not living according to the truth that Jesus Christ forgave you of 
your sins, and that makes you a liar, and the truth is likewise not in you. 

Jesus himself declared, “If you forgive others their sins, your Heavenly Father will 
also forgive you, but if you do not forgive others their sins, neither will your heavenly 
father forgive your sins.”  

Hence, John says: 

6 If we say we have fellowship with him while we walk in darkness, we lie and do 
not practice the truth. 7 But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus his Son cleanses us from all sin.  

First, let us note the important parallelism in these verses. John says if we 
say we have fellowship with him – referring to God – while we walk in 
darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth.  

We would then expect him to say, “But if we walk in the light as he is in 
the light we have fellowship with God, and the blood of Jesus his son 
cleanses us from all sin.”  

He began talking about not having fellowship with God if we walk in 
darkness, but he doesn’t even out the parallelism by saying if we walk in the 
light we have fellowship with God. Instead he says if we walk in the light as 
he is in the light we have fellowship with one another. 

John said in v. 3 that the apostles’ fellowship is the with Father and the 
Son, and he is writing so that we would have fellowship with them. What 
all this means is that to have fellowship with God, to walk in the light, (the 
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light of the truth, the light of the new creation in Christ, the light of life 
and love) is to have fellowship with one another.  

Our walk of faith in the light is a walk in the midst of community. Our 
lives are community oriented lives. Our faith is a churchly faith. It is foreign 
from the Scriptures to consider that God’s people should be alone in their 
spiritual walk of life. To try and live your faith in such a way that does not 
take into consideration the other people you live among, especially your 
family, is to walk in the darkness and to not practice the truth.  

Haven’t you ever thought how good a Christian you would be if it weren’t 
for these other people you have to deal with?! But it is not good for man to 
be alone. It is not good for you to be alone. Your faith is lived out among 
other people who are different than you, and you are called to live among 
them in love and understanding and with patience and kindness. Easier 
said than done, I know. 

But cannot have a Christian faith that can be all alone, just me and Jesus 
and my Bible all alone. That is to be cut off from other believers in the 
fellowship under the ministry of the word, and that is also contrary to 
John’s understanding of a life of faith, and even of eternal life. 

To say it more sharply, You are walking in darkness if you say, “Yeah, I have 
fellowship with God” when you not having fellowship with other 
Christians. You are in the darkness, you are a liar, you are believing lies, 
and the truth is not in you.  

You cannot have eternal life if you do not have fellowship with other 
Christians. And you cannot have eternal life if you  are not living according 
to the truth in how you treat other people.  

Fellowship with God in the context of fellowship with one another is at the 
heart of John’s concern here, when he talks about the experience of eternal 
life. 
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THE BLOOD OF JESUS CLEANSES US 

Now, the thing is that John speaks in this ideal way. But he is not ignorant 
concerning the reality of this fellowship. Guess what? This fellowship is 
made up of people who sin. Surprise, surprise! Hence the need to be 
cleansed from sin by the blood of Jesus.  

Now if there is one thing that is most certain to church going people it is 
that we all commit sins. And often against one another.  

So how do we live together and minister together and share in the common 
life of the Father and the Son together when this fellowship is filled with 
people who sin? Some say, we can’t. We have to get out here. We cannot 
be in the presence of these sinners.  

And sometimes a certain group of people are more toxic than another 
group, and you do need to get up and move from one group of people to 
another. That’s not what John’s talking about. The one thing you do not 
want to do is cut yourself and family off from the fellowship of believers 
entirely. This is to cut yourself off from the vine, or to detach yourself from 
the body. It is to maim the body of Christ and it not only weakens the body 
but it also weakens you.  

So, again, to repeat myself - How do we ensure that we have fellowship with 
God and with one another? First things first. The blood of Jesus must 
cleanse us from all sin. And that means that in order to have Christ’s blood 
cleanse us from all sin, we must confess that we have sin, and  we must 
confess that we commit sin! God is Light and in him there is no darkness, 
but that is not the same for us. We commit sin, and we need to confess that 
we sin, directly to the people we sin against.  

Once we confess our sins, we receive forgiveness of our sins. The forgiveness 
of sins by the blood of Jesus is the foundation for all genuine godly 
fellowship within the light of God and with one another. God’s forgiveness 
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of sinners is the only foundation for fellowship and joy and peace and love 
between Christians who sin against one another. 

Now, I am talking about this from the perspective of relationships in the 
church. But the family is a closer fellowship and is a place where sin is 
intensified. And that means that the blood of Jesus needs to be applied 
even more to you and your family members in the context of your home. 

Now, from my perspective  as a pastor, one of the biggest problem I see in 
the family life of church members is this – one person commits sin and 
does not confess it. They act as if they have not sinned. They know that 
things are not right in the home, either the husband or the wife or the 
children or everyone is not happy. Actions have consequences. And you 
know it. It is often difficult to ignore the fruit of your sins.  

But what happens is that the person who is the primary culprit causing the 
problems, they do not even want to acknowledge that they have sin, and 
instead they blame shift and act as if the cause for all these problems is the 
other person. They are completely unwilling to even listen to another 
person tell them they are the problem. They consistently acting as if the 
problem was their spouse or their kids or the job or someone else. They are 
deceiving themselves and saying in that scenerio they have no sin. 

Sometimes, these people will even go further in their self deception and 
spread it to the children, saying things like “Your mother doesn’t know 
how to be the parent. I have to the parent here, and so that is why I am 
being so harsh to you.” Or, they will often treat the other spouse with such 
suspicion that they even ask the children to rat out their mother for sins 
she committed today.  

Where there is no trust, and love and understanding, and patience, where 
the blood of Jesus does not cover sins, there is always destroyed fellowship 
and community and families.  

Dietrich Bonhoeffer once said: 
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“In a word, live together in the forgiveness of your sins, for without it no human 
fellowship, least of all a marriage, can survive. Don’t insist on your rights, don’t 
blame each other, don’t judge or condemn each other, don’t find fault with each 
other, but accept each other as you are, and forgive each other every day from the 
bottom of your hearts…” Bonhoeffer 

If God has forgiven me through the blood of Jesus, and if God has forgiven 
the sins of the whole world, then who am I to not forgive my brother for 
whom Christ died and has forgiven? 

So, if we say “I have come to know him” that is, I have been illuminated by 
the light of the truth of Jesus Christ and his death and resurrection to take 
away my sins and the sins of the whole world, then we had better act like 
by confessing our own sins to one another, and granting one another 
forgiveness. 

This is what John is referring to when he says, Whoever says I know him must 
keep his commands. Keeping his commands is a big umbrella. It can refer to 
many things. But in the context of 1 John I believe he is referring to the 
new commandment to love one another as Jesus loved us. And how did 
Jesus love us, by forgiving us. Hence, to walk in the same way in which he 
walked in just another way of saying, forgive one another as Christ has 
forgiven us. 

ABIDING IN THE LIGHT 

John says “Whoever loves his brother abides in the light, for in him there is no cause 
for stumbling (referring to making other people stumble). But whoever hates his 
brother is in the darkness and walks in the darkness.” 

SO how does one hate his brother and walk in the darkness. 

1. Not confessing their sins. You can generally tell when a sin has been 
committed. There is tension in the air. The resulting fruit of the 
home and the way children behave seem to give off indicators that 
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things are not right. When people come to you and tell you have done 
wrong, the right response is usually to own up to it and confess your 
sins. That is to walk in the light. But if you want to destroy all 
fellowship and walk in the darkness and hate your brother, and 
destroy your family and your church, then take the proud road and 
say you have no sin. Lie and deceive yourself, and show that the truth 
is not in you. You are not deceiving others. You are only deceiving 
yourself. The rest of us know you’re the person messing everything 
up. But sure, keep blaming other people, refuse to confess, and hate 
your brother. 

2. Another way to hate your brother is by refusing to forgive a person of 
their sins. Nothing says you hate a person quite like by constantly 
bringing up their past sins and in arguments and telling other people 
about the way in which this person sinned against you. Peter says love 
covers a multitude of sins. But you don’t have time for all that. You 
need to also take offense at every single thing you perceive to be a 
slight against you. You need to cry out about every perceived 
microaggression and take things personally – this is a perfect way to 
hate your brother, for you are not seeking to live in peace, but to 
constantly stir up strife. 

3. Not only are you content to not forgive people of their sins against 
you, you also need to blow the trumpet so that others know of the 
alleged sins of others. Nothing says you hate your brother quite like 
getting others involved in the process of guilt finding, so others know 
of their perceived sins. 

4. You know what else? Think the worst of the other person, and reckon 
them your enemy. Constantly accuse them of doing something wrong 
and malicious. I mean, nothing says I hate you more than joining 
forces with the Accuser Himself. 

5. Since John teaches that our fellowship is with God through our 
shared common experience with one another, Christ would have us 
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treat one another the same way God treats us – with patience, 
kindness, and acceptance, joy, goodness, love, and of course 
forgiveness, and mercy and grace. But we don’t want to do all that. 
We want to hate each other. So be impatient, unkind, suspicious, 
angry, violent, accusatory, threatening, malicious, deceitful, 
domineering.  

6. Another way to hate your brother is to cause rifts in your fellowship 
and unity  in the name of the fellowship and unity. Trying to force 
others to live according to your ideals is a perfect way to destroy 
fellowship and you get to hate your brother in the name of loving 
them. Many a fellowship has been damaged because a person takes 
upon themself the promoter of the ideal community, or ideal 
ministry, or ideal organizer. This person will seek to shape the 
community and its natural processes into their own image and force 
others into conformity with their ideals. Bonhoeffer says, “Every 
human wish dream that is injected into the Christian community is a 
hindrance to genuine community and must be banished if genuine community 
is to survive. He who loves his dream of community more than the Christian 
community itself becomes a destroyer of that community, even though his 
personal intentions may be ever so honest and earnest and sacrificial.” 
With a person like that there is very little if any real two way 
understanding and communication that happens. It is usually one 
person forcing their agenda onto others and thinking that the future 
of the fellowship is contingent upon them adopting their ideas. And 
yet this same person is completely unaware that their desire to control 
the situation is actually causing more damage to the fellowship than 
any perceived future danger that might happen if their agenda is not 
adopted in time. 
If we really want to hate our brothers, demand your own way. But do 
it so that it you manipulate and dominate them in conversation until 
you wear them down so that you get your way all the time. Do not be 
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thankful for the blessings of God, do not think on the good that is. 
Imagine a problem that doesn’t exist, and force others to get in line 
with your remedy for the problem that does not exist, and sit back 
and watch as all joy is sapped from the community. Don’t live with 
others with thankful hearts, allowing the spirit of God to move in our 
midst. No. Demand to have your way all the time.  

7. St Peter says we are to have “unity of mind, sympathy, brotherly love, a 
tender heart, and a humble mind. Do not repay evil for evil, or reviling for 
reviling, but on the contrary, bless, for to this you have been called, that you 
might obtain a blessing.” Paul says we are to do nothing from selfish ambition 
or conceit, but in humility we are to count others as more significant than 
ourselves. He says we are to look to the interests of others and not your own 
interests. Nah, forget all that. Let’s just hate our brothers, and do the 
exact opposite.  

Children of God, whoever says he abides in Christ, ought to walk in the 
same way in which Christ did. Confess your sins to one another. Forgive 
each other from the heart. Because Jesus Christ is the propitiation for all 
of our sins. God was faithful and just to forgive us, and so let us seek to 
keep the fellowship strong by applying that forgiveness and grace to one 
another. This is how we walk in the light as he is in the light. And when we 
do this, the blood of Jesus will cleanse us from all sins. Amen.  

 

 


