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Road Map for the Presentation
• What Baptism Does: What is Said of NT Baptism
• Where in the Bible is Baptism: From Genesis to Revelation
• Who is to be Baptized: Are Children Included?

Baptism According to Baptists
• Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the

Father, the Son, and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the
believer’s faith in a crucified, buried, and risen Saviour, the believer’s death to
sin, the burial of the old life, and the resurrection to walk in newness of life in
Christ Jesus. It is a testimony to his faith in the final resurrection of the dead.
Being a church ordinance, it is prerequisite to the privileges of church
membership and to the Lord’s Supper.

• Baptist Faith and Message (2000) from the Southern Baptist Convention

Baptism According to the Bible
NT Statements about Baptism

What is Said of Baptism in the NT
Baptism According to John the Baptist

• Matthew 3:11 "I indeed baptize you with water unto repentance, but He who is

coming after me is mightier than I, whose sandals I am not worthy to carry. He will
baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.”

• Mark 1:8 - “I baptized you with water; but He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit.”
• Luke 3:16 - John answered and said to them all, “As for me, I baptize you with

water; but One is coming who is mightier than I, and I am not fit to untie the thong
of His sandals; He will baptize you with the Holy Spirit and fire.

• John 1:33 - “He who sent me to baptize in water said to me, ‘He upon whom you
see the Spirit descending and remaining upon Him, this is the One who baptizes
in the Holy Spirit.’

What is Said of Baptism in the NT
Baptism According to Jesus

• Mark 10:38–39 - But Jesus said to them, “You do not know what you are

asking. Are you able to drink the cup that I drink, or to be baptized with the
baptism with which I am baptized?” 39 They said to Him, “We are able.” And
Jesus said to them, “The cup that I drink you shall drink; and you shall be
baptized with the baptism with which I am baptized.

What is Said of Baptism in the NT
Baptism According to Luke
• Act 1:5 for John baptized with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit not
many days from now.

• Act 2:38 And Peter said to them, "Repent, and let each of you be baptized in the name of

Jesus Christ for the forgiveness of your sins; and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit

• Acts 22:16 - (Paul) ’Now why do you delay? Get up and be baptized, and wash away your
sins, calling on His name.’

• Act 10:47 "Surely no one can refuse the water for these to be baptized who have received
the Holy Spirit just as we did, can he?"

• Act 11:16 "And I remembered the word of the Lord, how He used to say, 'John baptized
with water, but you shall be baptized with the Holy Spirit.’

What is Said of Baptism in the NT
Baptism According to Paul

• Rom 6:3 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ
Jesus have been baptized into His death?

• Rom 6:4 Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death,
in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the
Father, so we too might walk in newness of life.

• 1Co 12:13 For by one Spirit we were all baptized into one body, whether Jews
or Greeks, whether slaves or free, and we were all made to drink of one Spirit

What is Said of Baptism in the NT
What Baptism Does

• Gal 3:27 For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves
with Christ.

• Eph 4:5 one Lord, one faith, one baptism
• Col 2:12 having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also

raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from
the dead.

What is Said of Baptism in the NT
Baptism According to Peter

• 1 Peter 3:20–21 - …in the days of Noah, while the
ark was being prepared, in which a few, that is,
eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is
also an antitype which now saves us—baptism
(not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the
answer of a good conscience toward God),
through the resurrection of Jesus Christ (NKJV).

What is Said of Baptism in the NT
SYNONYMS of Baptism
• **Titus 3:5 He saved us, not on the basis of deeds which we have done in righteousness, but
according to His mercy, by the washing of regeneration and renewing by the Holy Spirit…

• Ephesians 1:13–14 - 13 In Him, you also, after listening to the message of truth, the gospel of your
salvation — having also believed, you were sealed in Him with the Holy Spirit of promise, 14 who is
given as a pledge of our inheritance

• **1 Corinthians 6:11 - But you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the
name of the Lord Jesus and by the Spirit of our God.

• **Hebrews 10:22 - let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts
sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

• **Revelation 1:5 - To Him who loved us and washed us from our sins in His own blood,
• **Revelation 7:14 - So he said to me, “These are the ones who come out of the great tribulation, and
washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb.

SUMMARY of What is Said of Baptism in the NT
What Baptism Does

• Jesus baptizes His people with the Holy Spirit, placing them in His body, so
that they drink of one Spirit.

• Baptism is for the forgiveness of sins and is a washing away of sins.
• The baptized have been united with Him in death, burial, and resurrection and

raised up to walk in newness of life; they have clothed themselves with Christ.

• Baptism saves you - an appeal to God for a good conscience - through the
resurrection of Jesus Christ.

• Baptism is washing away of sin and the “washing of regeneration” as well as
the “sealing” of the Holy Spirit.

• Christian baptism is the immersion of a believer in water in the name of the Father, the Son,

and the Holy Spirit. It is an act of obedience symbolizing the believer’s faith … It is a testimony
to his faith… (Baptist Faith and Message, 2000).

Baptism in Reformed Creeds
What Baptism Does
• Thirty-Nine Articles - [Baptism] is a sign of Regeneration or New-Birth, whereby, as by an instrument, they that receive

Baptism rightly are grafted into the Church; the promises of the forgiveness of sin, and of our adoption to be the sons of
God by the Holy Ghost, are visibly signed and sealed.

• Belgic Confession: “And truly, Christ has shed his blood no less for washing the little children of believers than he did for
adults.”

• Heidelberg Catechism (69-73): “In this way: Christ instituted this outward washing and with it gave the promise that, as

surely as water washes away the dirt from the body, so certainly His blood and Spirit wash away the impurity of my soul,
that is, all my sins….He wants to assure us by this divine pledge and sign that we are as truly cleansed from our sins
spiritually as we are bodily washed with water.”

• Westminster Confession 28:1 “Baptism is … to be unto him a sign and seal of the covenant of grace, or his ingrafting into
Christ, of regeneration, of remission of sins, and of his giving up unto God … 28:6 “By the right use of this ordinance the
grace promised is not only oﬀered, but really exhibited and conferred by the Holy Ghost, to such (whether of age or
infants) as that grace belongeth unto, according to the counsel of God's own will, in his appointed time.”

• Westminster Shorter Catechism Q91. “How do the sacraments become eﬀectual means of salvation? A. The sacraments
become eﬀectual mean of salvation, not from any virtue in them, or in him that doth administer them; but only by the
blessing of Christ, and the working of his Spirit in them that by faith receive them.”

• The Canons of Dort also link election with covenant. Canons I.17 states that believing parents “ought not to doubt the
election and salvation of their children whom it pleases God to call out of this life in their infancy.”

Baptism in John Calvin
What Baptism Does
• Strasbourg Catechism - “How do you know yourself to be a son of God in fact as well as in name?” The

answer is “Because I am baptized in the name of God the Father, and of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost.

• Geneva Catechism, "Is baptism nothing more than a mere symbol [i.e., picture] of cleansing?" The answer: "I
think it to be such a symbol that the reality is attached to it…Hence, both pardon of sins and newness of life
are certainly oﬀered and received by us in baptism.”

• Letter in Response to Trent - For [in baptism] both remission of sins and regeneration are oﬀered to us. We

teach that full remission is made, but that regeneration is only begun, and goes on making progress during the
whole of life.

• Institutes: “For as in baptism, God, regenerating us, engrafts us into the society of his church and makes us his
own by adoption, so we have said, that he discharges the function of a provident householder in continually
supplying to us food to sustain and preserve us in that life into which he has begotten us by his Word.”

• Misc: “a true and eﬀectual sealing of the promise, a pledge of sacred union with Christ”; “the Sacraments are
eﬀectual and that they are not trifling signs that vanish away in the air”; “in Baptism we truly receive the
forgiveness of sins, we are washed and cleansed with the blood of our Lord Jesus Christ”

Where is Baptism in the Bible
Baptismal Imagery, Events, Rites in the OT

Baptisms from Genesis to Revelation
Themes of Baptism throughout Scripture
• Three Passages in the NT make explicit that some events and rites in the OT are “Baptisms”
• 1 Corinthians 10:1–2 - For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were

all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2 and all were baptized into Moses in the
cloud and in the sea; (NASB95)

• Hebrews 9:8–10 - 8 By this the Holy Spirit indicates that the way into the sanctuary has not
yet been disclosed as long as the first tent is still standing….10 but deal only with food and
drink and various baptisms, regulations for the body imposed until the time comes to set
things right. (NRSV)

• 1 Peter 3:20–21 - …in the days of Noah, while the ark was being prepared, in which a few,

that is, eight souls, were saved through water. 21 There is also an antitype which now saves
us—baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience
toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ … (NKJV)

Water in Eden
Seperation and Division
• Genesis 1:6–8 - 6 Then God said, “Let

there be an expanse in the midst of the
waters, and let it separate the waters from
the waters.” 7 God made the expanse, and
separated the waters which were below the
expanse from the waters which were above
the expanse; and it was so. 8 God called
the expanse heaven.

• Genesis 2:10 -Now a river flowed out of

Eden to water the garden; and from there it
divided into four rivers.

• Revelation 4:6 - And before the throne there
was something like a sea of glass, like
crystal; (also Rev. 15:2)

Flood of Salvation
Seperation and Division
• Genesis 6:17–18 - “Behold, I, even I am

bringing the flood of water upon the earth,
to destroy all flesh in which is the breath of
life, from under heaven; everything that is
on the earth shall perish. 18 “But I will
establish My covenant with you; and you
shall enter the ark — you and your sons
and your wife, and your sons’ wives with
you.

• Genesis 7:6–7 - Now Noah was six

hundred years old when the flood of water
came upon the earth. 7 Then Noah and his
sons and his wife and his sons’ wives with
him entered the ark because of the water of
the flood.

Red Sea Crossing
Called Baptism by St. Paul (1Co 10)
• Exodus 14:21–22 - 21 Then

Moses stretched out his hand over
the sea; and the LORD swept the sea
back by a strong east wind all night
and turned the sea into dry land, so
the waters were divided. 22 The sons
of Israel went through the midst of
the sea on the dry land, and the
waters were like a wall to them on
their right hand and on their left.

• Both a saving flood and a destroying
flood (for the Egyptian army).

Edenic Types in Tabernacle/Temple
Architectural Eden

• Gregory K. Beale’s Revelation commentary
“Garden-Sanctuary.”

• Allen P. Ross, “many motifs and ideas from

creation, notably Paradise [Eden]. This was
true not only of the tabernacle in the
wilderness, but also of the Solomonic
temple; and it is true also of the prophetic
visions of the new creation to come.”

Summary of OT Themes
Baptisms in the OT
• From Eden flowed rivers. Noah’s household was

saved through the flood. There are springs in the
patriarch narratives. Israel (including children)
passes through the Red Sea. A laver is at the
entrance of the tabernacle for priestly cleansing.
Joshua leads Israel across the Jordan into the
Land. In the temple of Solomon an ocean and
basins of water on chariots create a stylized river
flowing out to cleanse the nations. Ezekiel and
Zechariah see visions of rivers flowing out in the
new covenant (Zec. 14:8). Washings in the
tabernacle, as well as crossing the Red Sea are
explicitly called baptisms (Heb. 9:10, 1 Cor. 10).
There are many references to baptism(s) in the
Old Testament. Messiah would come to baptize
Israel and the world.

Summary of OT Themes
Baptisms in the OT
• Ezekiel 36:24ﬀ, “I will sprinkle clean water on you,
and you will be clean.” “He will sprinkle many
nations” (Isa. 52:15).

• Ezekiel 47:1 - [From the temple] there was water,
flowing from under the threshold of the temple
toward the east … 9 There will be a very great
multitude of fish …10 It shall be that fishermen
will stand by it from En Gedi (=17) to En Eglaim (=
153); they will be places for spreading their nets.

• Restoration of Peter to be a fisher of men in John
21 - “Simon Peter went up and dragged the net
to land, full of large fish, one hundred and fiftythree” (21:11).

JOHN THE SOUTHERN BAPTIST

Baptism as a Crossing
Baptisms in the Bible
• In the Exodus, Israel “passed (Heb. avar) through the midst

of the sea into the wilderness” (Num. 33:8). Paul describes
this as a “baptism.” They were “all were baptized into
Moses in the cloud and in the sea” (1 Cor. 10:2). So also:
“cross (avar) this Jordan, to go in to possess the
land” (Josh. 1:11). This “crossing” happens again when
Elisha is given a “double portion” of the spirit of Elijah (2
Kgs. 2:8). Then in the exile, Judah was expelled beyond the
borders of the Jordan River (1 Chr. 9:1; Josh. 3-4).

• ENTER JOHN THE BAPTIZER. Colin Brown wrote, “John

was organizing a symbolic exodus from Jerusalem and
Judea as a preliminary to recrossing the Jordan as a
penitent, consecrated Israel in order to reclaim the land in a
quasi-reenactment of the return from the Babylonian
exile . . . . the purity and quantity of the water were of less
significance than the historic, symbolic significance of the
Jordan itself as the boundary and point of entry.”

Baptism of John and Jesus
Baptisms in the Bible
• John’s baptism was to renew Israel through the

Jordan (think of previous baptisms of Israel,
Joshua, Elijah, Elisha, even Naman). John was in
the wilderness beyond the borders of the Land
(Mk. 1:5). He called Israel to cross the Jordan to
enter the Land in renewal. John’s baptism was a
sign of a renewed Israel crossing into the Land to
prepare for Messiah. Deuteronomy looks to a
time when they “cross the Jordan” being led by
Joshua (Dt. 4:21).

• The rest of the NT draws upon various threads of
this crossing INTO Christ, Baptized “into Him”
through death and into resurrection life on the
other side (Rom. 6:3-4; Col. 2:11-12).

Baptism as a Sign of Covenant
Covenant
(Administration)

Sign

Creation/Adamic Tree of Life
Noahic
Abrahamic
(Other
Patriarchs)
Mosaic
Davidic
New Covenant

Descendants Included
1 Cor. 15:22, Rom. 5:12

Rainbow
Circumcision
Sacrifices Meals

Heb. 11:7
Gen. 17:9, 31:54, Job 1:5,

Passover (blood,
then meal)
Throne (?)
Baptism
Lord’s Supper

Ex. 12:24
Ps. 89:3-4
Acts 2:39ff, 1 Cor. 10:1-7

Who Was Baptized?
Baptismal Cases in the NT

Acts 1:6-8 Pattern
Outline of Acts
The Gospel Goes To...
Jerusalem & Judea
Samaria
Farthest Parts of the Earth
Transition: Apostle Paul (Acts 9)
First Gentile: Cornelius (Acts 10)
God-fearer: Lydia (Acts 16)
New Convert Gentiles: The Jailer
(Acts 16), Corinthians (Acts 18),
Ephesus (confused Jews)

Baptisms
Follow This Outline
3000 Men at Pentecost
Samaritans, Simon
Eunuch
Paul (apostle to the Gentiles)
Cornelius’ Household
Lydia’s Household
Jailer’s Household
Corinthians:
Crispus' Household
Stephanus' Household
Gaius (Household?)
12 Men in Ephesus

You and Your Household
•

Luke frames the first case of Gentile God-fearer conversion
(Cornelius) as “you will be saved, you and all your
household”(σὺ καὶ πᾶς ὁ οἶκός σου Acts 11:14).

•

Then Luke addresses Gentile Pagan conversion (Philippian
Jailer) in the same way: “Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall
be saved, you and your household.” (σὺ καὶ ὁ οἶκός σου Acts
16:31)

•

Acts is the story of the Gospel going to the nations (Acts 1:8).

Getting the Count Right
•

John Piper says, “When we look at the New Testament, the closest thing to
infant baptism that we find is the reference to three “households” being
baptized.”

•

Walton Weaver of “The Truth” magazine says, “There are three definite
cases of household baptisms recorded in the New Testament, and there is a
strong inference that a fourth case included the entire household.”

•

John Murray reports on twelve occurrences of baptism in the NT and one
quarter are households (which would be 3 out of 12).

•

R.C. Sproul writes, “In the twelve occurrences of baptisms in the New
Testament, three of these include household baptisms…”

Getting the Count Right
•

Nine separate baptismal events: Jerusalem, Samaritans, the Ethiopian eunuch, Saul
of Tarsus, Cornelius, Lydia, Philippian Jailer, Corinthians and the 12 in Ephesus.

•

Nine named or identified individuals (Simon, the eunuch, Paul, Cornelius, Lydia, the
Jailer, Crispus, Stephanas, and Gaius)

•

Thirteen groups and individuals named: 3000 at Jerusalem, Samaritans + Simon,
the Ethiopian eunuch, Saul, Cornelius, Lydia, the Jailer, many Corinthians +
Crispus, Stephanas, and Gaius, and the Ephesians.

•

Of nine people singled-out in the baptism narratives—six had their households
baptized (Cornelius, the Jailer, Lydia, Crispus [inferred], Stephanas, Gaius*
[inferred]), two had no households (eunuch & Paul). That leaves Simon the apostate
“baptist” sorcerer. *More on Gaius . . .

Getting the Count Right
•

1 Corinthians refers to Gaius along side of household head, Crispus (the
synagogue leader). Crispus, “believed in the Lord with all his household” (Acts
18:8). Thus, his household was baptized with him.

•

Yet, Paul specifies, 1 Corinthians 1:14–16 NAS95 “I thank God that I baptized
none of you except Crispus and Gaius … the household of Stephanas; beyond
that, I do not know whether I baptized any other.”

•

Thus: Paul probably spoke of Crispus as representing the household in the
administration of baptism. Otherwise we have the unlikely scenario that Crispus
was baptized by Paul, but someone other than Paul baptized his household.

Gaius and Householders
•

Romans 16:23 - Gaius, host to me and to the whole church [of Corinth], greets you.

•

Romans 16:3–5 - Greet Prisca and Aquila, my fellow workers in Christ Jesus, 4 who for my
life risked their own necks, to whom not only do I give thanks, but also all the churches of the
Gentiles; 5 also greet the church that is in their house.

•

1 Corinthians 16:19 - The churches of Asia greet you. Aquila and Prisca greet you heartily in
the Lord, with the church that is in their house.

•

Colossians 4:15 - Greet the brethren who are in Laodicea and also Nympha and the church
that is in her house.

•

Philemon 1:1–3 - To Philemon our beloved brother and fellow worker, 2 and to Apphia our
sister, and to Archippus our fellow soldier, and to the church in your house.

Getting the Count Right
•

Romans 16:23 - Gaius, host to me and to the whole church [of Corinth], greets you.

•

Biblical-Times Households could be large: “When Abram heard that his relative had been
taken captive, he led out his trained men, born in his house, three hundred and eighteen, and
went in pursuit as far as Dan.” Gen. 14:1

•

The term “allos” in Greek (“other” or “another”) is rendered in diﬀerent ways according to the
context. More word-for-word translations leave it as “other,” while more dynamic translations
fill in “person” or “anyone,” making the choice decidedly for the baptism’s of the individuals
(Crispus and Gaius), despite the “households” of Crispus and Stephanas. Consider the
renderings of 1 Corinthians 1:16b (λοιπὸν οὐκ οἶδα εἴ τινα ἄλλον ἐβάπτισα). ASV: “I know not
whether I baptized any other.” NASB95: “I do not know whether I baptized any other.” NKJV: “I
do not know whether I baptized any other.” WEB: “I don’t know whether I baptized any other.”

Getting the Count Right
•

James White (2015 debate with GS) challenged this argument by saying it falls under the “mixed
list” rule of Greek grammar. He challenged that individuals and households could be in the same
list.

•

However the “mixed list” has to do with gender (masculine/feminine) or number (singular/plural). I
challenge anyone to find a “mixed list” of a pronomial adjective that refers to anything analogous
(individuals and groups mixed being referred to by “allos”).

•

Every noun here is masculine and singular. So the rule does not apply and certainly does not rule
out Gaius as a household case

Conclusion
•

Baptism is the Covenantal Rite of Salvation in Christ.

•

Baptism as a Cleansing/Crossing Rite is a Theme in all Scripture.

•

Baptism is Properly Given to Households, including Children.

