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People of God, the death and burial of Jesus is a part of our creed that we 
confess every Sunday. When we confess these truths, we ought to know 
why these truths are so important to us. We are not reciting mere 
historical facts like that George Washington was the first President of the 
United States. These creedal truths have everything to do with you and 
your everlasting salvation right now, and for eternity.  

Jesus Christ has come to prepare the way, Mark tells us, and we need to 
see Christ on the cross, and in his death and burial as making the way of 
the Lord straight for us to return back to God.  

Let us look at the details of this passage and see how it all works out.  

And when the sixth hour had come, there was darkness over the whole 
land –It is often heard that Jesus was on the cross for three hours, but 
that is not true. He was on the cross for six hours, from the third hour to 
the ninth hour, which is to say, from 9:00 am to 3:00 pm. But it was at 
the sixth hour, 12:00 noon, that the sky became dark. 

What is the meaning of this cosmic phenomenon? This relates back to 
Jesus’ prophecy concerning the destruction of the temple. Remember he 
said in that day the sun would be darkened. The sun is darkened at noon 
day as the true temple of His body is being destroyed. 
 
Abrahamic Covenant 
There is however, another event in Scripture that this imagery conjurs up, 
and that is when God made a covenant with Abram in Gen. 15. There 
was dreadful darkness over the land and over Abram at that time, and 
there God promised upon pains of death that Abram’s offspring would 
possess the land of Canaan forever.  
 

And now on the cross, as deep darkness covers THE Offspring of 
Abraham, God is making a New Covenant. Jesus takes the curse of the 
covenant upon himself so that his people can escape the judgment of 
Hades and inherit the promised land of Heaven.  
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 While on the cross, Jesus cries out, “My God, My God, why have you 
forsaken me - Ps. 22:1 Many people think that the most important aspect 
of Christ’s suffering was the physical beating he took and the excruciating 
pain he suffered as he suffocated to death. 
 
"But far worse than desertion by even the closest of his human friends was the fact 
that Jesus was deprived of the closeness to his father that had been the deepest joy 
of his heart for all his earthly life. When Jesus cried out “my God my God why 
have you forsaken me” he showed that he was finally cut off from the sweet 
fellowship with his heavenly father that had been the unfailing source of his 
inward strength and the element of greatest joy in a life filled with sorrow. As Jesus 
bore our sins on the cross he was abandoned by his heavenly father who is of purer 
eyes than to behold evil. He faced the weight of the guilt of millions of sins alone."1   
  
The Heidelberg Catechism has an important insight to consider when it 
teaches about Christ’s decent into hell. The catechism says that Christ 
suffered the pains and torments of hell when he suffered on the cross. 
  
Why is there added: He descended into hell? 
  
"In my greatest sorrows and temptations I may be assured and comforted that my 
Lord Jesus Christ, by His unspeakable anguish, pain, terror, and agony, which He 
endured throughout all His sufferings but especially on the cross, has delivered me 
from the anguish and torment of hell." 
  
I would also add that on the cross Christ endured loneliness and 
abandonment. Being separated from the love and fellowship that He had 
with the Father for all eternity, is hell. Being separated from God for all 
eternity is hell. We tend to focus on the pain and suffering and weeping 
and gnashing of teeth, in the lake of fire which burns forever and ever. 
But if you think about how we have been created as the image bearers of 

 
1 Wayne Grudem - Systematic Theology, pg 574 
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God created to have fellowship with God and one another, the worst part 
of the experience of hell is that we are all alone.  
 
C.S. Lewis, in his book The Great Divorce, pictures hells as a place where 
people quarrel and fight all the time and keep moving further and further 
away from each other. Hell is a place if isolation and loneliness. And we 
need to be aware of the dangers of isolation and loneliness in our day, 
People of God, lest we create for ourselves  hell on earth. 
  
Christ embraced the loss of abandonment of hell in himself on the cross 
so that we do not have to. We have a lot of new people at our church who 
have come here for one reason or another. A bunch of people that feel 
out of place a little, or who feel far from home. We need friendships and 
intimacy with each other more than ever now. We live during an 
epidemic of loneliness. So reach out to the new people in church and 
invite them over to your house and show them the love of Christ, who 
willing embraced the worst form of hellish abandonment so as to bring us 
into greater and fuller fellowship and communion with one another and 
with God.  
  
1 John 1:7 - "But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have 
fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus cleanses us from all 
sin." 
  
Someone ran and filled a sponge with Sour Wine – At the last supper 
Jesus said that he wouldn’t drink wine again until he drank it new in the 
kingdom of God. But here upon the cross as Christ faces total 
abandonment by His Father, and experiences the anguish of hell in his 
soul, he has completed his Nazirite holy war that he waged against sin, 
death, the devil and the grave, and completed His work of redemption. 
But here again Mark presents to us his irony and the inverted nature of 
truth – Jesus drinks Sour wine – vinegar essentially. This is not new wine. 
But the sour wine of Christ’s death is the New Wine of the Kingdom of 
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God. His death brings life and the reign of the Kingdom of God into the 
world. Christ’s cross is the tree that was thrown into the bitter waters that 
made them sweet in Ex. 15. The sour wine of his death in our salvation 
and life. Because of this death is not bitter for us. It is the New Wine of 
the Kingdom of eternal life. 
 
Jesus then utters a loud cry, and breathes his last. And the curtain of the 
temple was torn in two from top to bottom – This has to be one of the 
most significant events to have happened in the watching world as our 
Savior accomplished His great work of redemption.  
 
This veil in the temple that was torn is what separated the holy place from 
the Most holy place. It symbolically protected the world from the Holiness 
of God.  
 
Now, let us remember also that the temple itself was an architectural 
model of the Heaven and Earth, and the curtain veil that separated the 
Holy of holies in the temple actually symbolizes the crystal sea that 
separated Heaven and Earth.  
 
Recall that in Gen. 1  when God made the expanse on day 2 it separated 
the waters that were above the expanse from the waters that we under the 
expanse. The waters that are under the expanse are the seas on the earth. 
That waters that are above the expanse is the crystal sea that forms the 
boundary between Heaven and Earth. Incidentally this is the only day in 
which God does not say, it was good. 
  
God did not say it was good because he did not intend for earth and 
heaven to be separated for ever, only until the fullness of time had come. 
Then Earth and Heaven would be reunited, and then it would be good. 
The reunion of Heaven and Earth was accomplished by Jesus Christ in 
His death on the cross, symbolized by the veil being torn from top to 
bottom. 
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As St. Paul says, “For in him all the fullness of God was pleased to dwell, 
and through him to reconcile to himself all things in heaven and earth 
making peace by the blood of the cross." - Col. 1:19-20. 
  
Mark says that the veil was Torn - This word for torn is used one other 
place in Mark, and that is at Jesus' baptism. "And when he came up out of the 
water, straightway he saw the heavens being torn open and the Spirit descending 
on him like a dove. And a voice came from Heaven, "You are my beloved Son, 
with you I am well pleased." Mk. 1:10-11. At Christ’s baptism the old 
prophet Isaiahs request was answered when he said, “O, that you would 
rend the heaven and come down!” 
  
Mark wants us to see the connection between Jesus' baptism and his death 
on the cross as being the place where the Heavenly firmament is torn 
open and God comes to down to earth, and man and God and heaven 
and earth are reunited at last.  
 
This should affect how we think of our baptisms in Christ. We could say 
symbolically we have been baptized with the firmament waters that 
separate Heaven and Earth. However, now that the veil is torn open, and 
the separation between heaven and Earth is no more, we don't have to go 
up to go to Heaven, Heaven has come down. Rev. 21 says: "Then I saw a 
new heaven and a new earth, for the first heaven and the first earth had passed 
away, and the sea was no more."   
 
“And I saw the holy city, New Jerusalem, coming down out of Heaven from God, 
prepared as a bride adorned for her husband. And I heard a loud voice from the 
throne saying, "Behold, the dwelling of place of God is with man. He will dwell 
with them, and they will be his people, and God himself will be there God." 
 
What sea is was no more? That is the crystal sea that separated Heaven 
and earth. That is the watery veil that was symbolized by the curtain in the 
temple. God tore it from top to bottom when Christ died. It no longer 
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exists up there. Since heaven has come down, so has that crystal sea 
boundary come down to earth. God has therefore sanctified all water for a 
saving flood for the mystical washing away of sins. And we have witnessed 
that today. Margaret has been baptized into Christ and his death and 
resurrection, the dwelling of place of God has come to rest upon her 
today in the Spirit, and God declares that she belongs to Him, and He is 
her God. And he promises to her that upon the time of her eventual 
death, because of Christ’s baptism and death, her soul will not go to the 
grave, but will go to be with him in Heaven until the time of the 
resurrection when her body and soul will be rejoined in a New Heavens 
and New Earth. 
  
The Book of Hebrews also connects the idea of the veil with baptismal 
water when it says - " 19 Therefore, brothers, since we have confidence to 
enter the holy places by the blood of Jesus, 20 by the new and living way that he 
opened for us through the curtain, that is, through his flesh, 21 and since 
we have a great priest over the house of God, 22 let us draw near with a true 
heart in full assurance of faith, with our hearts sprinkled clean from an evil 
conscience and our bodies washed with pure water. 23 Let us hold fast the 
confession of our hope without wavering, for he who promised is 
faithful. 24 And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good 
works, 25 not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging 
one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near. 
  
And when the centurion, who stood facing him, saw that in this way he 
breathed his last he said, “Truly this man was the Son of God” -  All 
through Mark’s gospel we have trying to figure out who Jesus is. Mark tells 
us in the first line that Jesus is the Son of God. But in the story, the only 
one who calls Jesus the Son of God is God himself at Christ’s baptism 
and at the Mount of Transfiguration.  
 
Now finally, after Jesus has completed his work as the Christ, the 
Messiah, the King of the Jews, only when the Centurion sees the way that 
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Jesus dies does he see and believe that he is the Son of God. This is in 
clear opposition to the chief priests who mocked Jesus on the cross and 
said, come down from the cross that we may see and believe. But here 
Mark makes the point again, only by seeing Jesus Christ on the cross can 
you rightly see who he is and believe. He is the Son of God. 
  
BURIAL 
  
And when evening had come -  If you were here at the beginning of my 
series on Mark you may remember that I had taught that Mark had 
organized his Gospel into 8 literary days. There are key indicators 
throughout Mark’s Gospel with the word “evening.” On one level, Mark 
is showing that the world is getting darker and darker until it is the 
darkest at Christ’s burial, going through 7 sequential evenings. Only on 
the 8th day does it become morning, at the time of His resurrection. 
 
In organizing his gospel in this way Mark is showing us that Jesus is 
inaugurating a new creation.  
  
Day 1- 1:1 - 1:32 
Day 2 - 1:32 - 4:35 
Day 3 - 4:35 - 6:47 
Day 4 - 6:47 - 11:11 
Day 5 - 11:11 - 11:19 
Day 6 - 11:19 - 14:17 
Day 7 - 14:17 - 15:47 
Day 8 - 16:1 - 16:8(20) 
  
Now what this means for us is that the seventh day sabbath section began 
at the Last Supper and covers the whole passion narrative through his 
death and burial. Jesus brings in the true sabbath rest by giving himself as 
the sabbath meal, suffering for his people, dying, and being buried. Christ 
is the true Sabbath rest for the people of God. 
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Just as God rested from his work of creation on the seventh day, so too 
does Jesus complete his work of New Creation. And evening will turn to 
morning, darkness will turn to light when Christ rises from the dead on 
the First day of the week. 
 
Women 
“There were also women looking on from a distance, among whom were 
Mary Magdalene, and Mary the mother of James the Younger and of 
Joses, and Salome. When he was in Galilee, they followed him and 
ministered to him, and there were also many other women who came up 
with him to Jerusalem.” 
 
All through Mark’s Gospel the women have been the ones who have been 
the faithful disciples of Christ. Peters’ mother-in-law was healed by Jesus 
and then served him and the disciples. The woman with the flow of blood 
for 12 years touched Jesus’ garment and was healed. Jesus said her faith 
made her well. The Syrophoenician woman believed Jesus and had the 
demons cast out of her daughter. The woman who anointed Jesus for his 
burial at Bethany, everywhere the gospel is told this woman’s act of love 
and devotion will be told.  And now these women.  
 
To the great shame of the men who forsook the Lord, it was the women 
that followed Christ from Galilee who followed him even to his death 
and burial. These women God honored to be witnesses of these events. 
And as they sought to pay homage to Christ’ body as they were going to 
anoint his body for burial the day after the sabbath, they were further 
honored for their faithfulness as they were the first ones to witness the 
resurrected Lord.   
 
People who teach that the Bible treats women harshly, or considers them 
as property, or who says that the Bible encourages the belittling and 
oppression of women blinded by an agenda. The Scriptures time and time 
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again show women to be the most faithful of all the disciples. You have a 
great legacy of faithfulness women. Continue to be faithful, and serve 
your Lord as a true disciple. 
  
“Joseph of Arimathea who was a respected member of the council, who 
was also himself looking for the kingdom of God, took courage and went 
to Pilate and asked for the body of Jesus.” Arimathea was a town which 
was located in the territory allotted to Ephraim. That is significant 
because if we remember the Joseph in Genesis had two sons, Ephraim 
and Manasseh. Joseph of Arimathea was named after the father of the 
territory in which he lived. Recalling the story of Joseph in Genesis 50, we 
see that Joseph buried his father Jacob, who had become Israel. 
  
Jesus is the True Israel, he is the King of the Jews, and that means he 
embodies in his person Israel. He is Israel. And Joseph, just like his 
name’s sake had done thousands of years before, buries Israel. 
 
And Joseph was looking for the kingdom of God. This is another 
bookend to Mark’s Gospel, as Jesus began his ministry preaching the 
Goodnews of the Kingdom of God. And here, after Christ is crucified, 
dies, and is about to be buried, Joseph of Arimathea finds it. He hold the 
king in his arms, and buries him in the tomb.  
 
I mentioned this two weeks ago I think, but often times when we talk 
about the kingdom advancing it looks like suffering. The victory of the 
kingdom of God in the world is more often than not cleverly disguised as 
defeats. The kingdom of God that Joseph found looks like the Son of 
God crucified, dead and buried. And precisely because he is the Son of 
God, He brings life from the dead. He brings resurrection out of death. 
That is the way of the Kingdom of God. Do not forget it. 
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Tomb 
He is buried in a tomb, but the word tomb is literally monument, or 
memorial. When people are buried and we put up a memorial stone, we 
do it so we would remember the person. But what happens when all the 
people that person knew died? Are they forgotten? Not by God. Memorial 
stones are set up to remind God, not us. Not that God needs reminding, 
he doesn't forget. But God often times in the Scriptures sets up his own 
memorials to remind himself of a promise he made. God likes to be 
reminded of his promises. And the promise that God wants to be 
reminded of is his promise to raise us from the dead. The promise of 
resurrection.  
  
Likewise today, we have grave yards, but they used to be called grave 
gardens. Our bodies are seeds buried in the garden to await the 
resurrection. And our tomb stones, our memorial stones, are there to 
remind God to raise up our bodies in Christ.  
  
Mark further calls Jesus’ body a Corpse – This is to further prove that 
Jesus really did die. He didn’t swoon, and as some ridiculous theories 
have suggested. He didn’t faint and was revived by the cold tomb. He was 
dead. The Centurion testified that he was dead. Joseph of Arimathea 
testified he was dead. The women testified he was dead. He was really 
dead. He was crucified, dead, and buried, just as our creeds says. 
  
Put him in a linen shroud in a tomb cut out of rock. And rolled a stone 
against the entrance of the tomb. 
  
There is much talk in years past about the Shroud of Turin. If you know 
what that is it is supposed to be Jesus’ burial shroud, his linen garment 
that he was wrapped in upon burial. I don’t know about all that, if it is 
real or not. But what I do know is what the Scriptures teach. And 
knowing some Biblical typology, I think this linen cloth is a vague 
reference to the High Priest who once a year went into the Holy of Holies 
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wearing only a linen garment. There is another indicator that this is a 
reference to Jesus' Priestly work, because the tomb is made out of stone 
and rock, which is what the disciples were marveling about in chapter 13, 
about how wonderful the stones of the temple were. Jesus as the true high 
priest and turns the tomb into His temple, and there he accomplishes the 
necessary sacrifice and atonement that makes the old temple obsolete. 
  
Conclusion 

The Heidelberg Catechism helps us to apply the meaning of Christ’s 
death and burial to us when it says: 

42. Since then Christ died for us, why must we also die?  
Our death is not a satisfaction for our sin, but only a dying to sins and 
entering into eternal life. 
 
Some may ask, why do we still have to die if Christ died for us. Because 
we are still plagued with sin in this mortal body all our days, and until this 
body dies we will always have sin. But God’s plan is to remove sin from us 
completely. And our because of Christ’s death, our death is for us only a 
dying of indwelling sin.  
 
43. What further benefit do we receive from the sacrifice and death of 
Christ on the cross?  
That by His power our old man is with Him crucified, slain and buried; 
that so the evil lusts of the flesh may no more reign in us, but that we may 
offer ourselves unto Him a sacrifice of thanksgiving. 
 
This is salvation people of God. Not just that we go to heaven when we 
die, which is good and true. But Christ died and was buried so that we 
would live in such a way by His Spirit that we received at Baptism, that we 
would continually die to our sinful desires and bury our lusts and 
passions and anger and hatred in the tomb with Christ, and live by the 
Spirit. That is salvation. That is what happens when Heaven comes to 
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Earth. Christ’s death and burial have everything to do with your 
experience of your salvation and eternal life, which is the life and power 
of Heaven, now.  
 
So as you consider the cross and death and burial of the Son of God, 
understand and know, People of God, that the heavens have come to 
earth so that God would dwell with you and so that you would live lives 
of holiness and thankfulness to God, while you await the promise of the 
resurrection. Amen. 
 

 

 


