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INTRO 

People of God, the cross is the symbol of our faith. There are some other 
signs, like the ICTHUS fish, and some have even tried to get the empty 
tomb to be a symbol of the faith. But the cross alone is the prevailing symbol 
of our faith. We might not think much of its early significance today, but 
the cross is the instrument of Roman Imperial power. The Pax Romana 
was accomplished through the cross. Crosses dotted the landscape through 
much of the Roman empire. How did you know that this realm belonged 
to Caesar, just look at all those who rebelled against him. Look what 
happens to those who challenge the power and rule of Caesar! They are 
crucified. 

SO you can imagine how foolish it all seemed to the Romans and the Jews 
as Jesus, the King of the Jews was crucified. The Messiah, the Jews were 
taught, would be a great military leader who overthrow the Romans. And 
if anything, maybe put some of them on their own crosses. 

But here is a man claiming to be king, claiming to be the true Emperor, 
and his fate is to die by crucifixion at the hands of Caesar’s power. By all 
accounts, we should see this as defeat. We should see suffering as losing. 
We should see dying as losing. But as Christians, we need eyes to see the 
truth of what is.  

There is much talk about George Orwell’s book 1984 and the 
implementation of doublespeak going on in our society today. Well as 
Christians, we need to have our own form of doublespeak, in which we 
interpret reality through the cross of Christ.  

The cross is the symbol of our faith because Jesus Christ reigns over death 
through dying on the cross. Jesus Christ becomes the true King and 
Emperor by dying on the instrument of  Caesar’s rule. Dying is life. Death 
is resurrection. Crucifixion is enthronement. Serving is ruling. Baptism is 
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death. Drinking the cup is death. Weakness is strength. Being mocked is 
praise. Being a fool in the worlds eyes is the wisdom of God.  

All of the ways of the world are all turned on heir head because of the Cross 
of Jesus Christ.  This is our lesson today. Let us see how all this unfolds. 

SIMON OF CYRENE 

Beginning in verse 21 – And they compelled a passerby, Simon of Cyrene, 
to carry Jesus’s cross. Why was Jesus not able to carry his own cross bar? 
Because remember, in verse 15 Mark told us that Jesus was scourged. To be 
scourged was to be whipped with the Roman flagellum, which is a whip 
with two or three long leather strips attached to a short wooden handle. 
Knotted in along the leather strips were pieces of metal and bone that dug 
into and then tore out flesh during the whipping, which shredded the 
victim's back from the neck to the buttocks. It wasn't uncommon for the 
victims of the Roman scourge to die from the ensuing blood loss and/or 
shock. If you have ever saw the Passion of the Christ, you get the picture. 

So Jesus is too weak to be able to carry his own cross. So they find Simon 
of Cyrene. Cyrene, a coastal city in Northern Africa, where Libya is today. 

He was the father of Alexander and Rufus – Paul makes mention of a Rufus 
in Rom. 16:13. This may or may not be the same Rufus. The fact that he 
names Alexander and Rufus assumes people know who they are, and if they 
knew a person who was related to someone who saw the crucifixion of the 
Lord, that would be a big deal.  

Simon was there, no doubt for the Passover. He was a Jew, with the name 
like Simon, which is a derivative of Simeon.  

Notice that Simon of Cyrene is a New Simon who carries the cross, unlike 
the old Simon Peter who refused to carry the cross. Jesus told Simon Peter, 
after he confessed that Jesus was the Christ, that “if anyone would come 
after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow me. For 
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whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake and the Gospel’s will save it.” But Simon Peter refused to do that, and 
so was replaced by Simon of Cyrene. 

GOLGATHA 

They then brought Jesus to Golgotha – Place of the Skull – Now if you go 
to Jerusalem today, there is a hill outside the Northern Wall  which has a 
cliff face to it. And the cliff face, if you look at it from the right angle, looks 
like a skull, kind of. Some people think that is the Golgotha, the place of 
the Skull, where Jesus was crucified. Golgotha – the place of skulls, might 
also be a place where executions took place.  

However, I think that Golgotha is probably a contraction of Goliath of 
Gath. 1 Sam. 17 records for us that after David slung the stone into the 
Goliath’s head, he then cut off his head with Goliath’s sword, and took the 
head back to Jerusalem. I think the chances are that the head was put on a 
pike and put on this hill for all passers-by to see. And from that point of 
the hill became known as Golgotha, Goliath of Gath, the Place of the Skull 

Now if that is indeed what it references, it makes more sense to me 
theologically speaking. For Jesus is a New David. He is the Son of God, 
which is a Davidic title. For we have just seen in last weeks sermon, that 
Jesus was anointed to be the King of the Jews was spit on by the Guards as 
the mocked him as being the king. In the story of David, one of the first 
things David does after being anointed as king by Samuel, is he kills Goliath 
of Gath after all his brothers prove to be too cowardly.  

Theologically, we are seeing the long-awaited Seed of the Woman  who 
comes to crush the Head of the Seed of the Serpent, as the Serpent bruises 
his heel. Goliath is very much a Satanic serpent like character, being 
clothed in fiery Bronze and is armored with  scales. It is by dying on the 
cross that  this New David is going to behead the Serpent Goliath and win 
the victory for Israel.  
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And if you explore the imagery further you could see t he hill as the skull, 
and the cross of Christ is like a tent peg driven in the skull of Sisera, from 
the book of Judges. Jesus’ crucifixion is the crushing of the head of the 
Serpent, the beheading of Goliath. 

WINE 

As Jesus was on the cross they offered him wine mixed with myrrh, but 
Jesus refused. There are a few reasons why He most likely refused. Firstly, 
perhaps he didn’t want his senses dulled as he accomplished the work of 
salvation for his people. Like William Wallace did in Braveheart, he wanted 
his mind sharp as he experienced death.  

Secondly, Priests were not allowed to drink wine during their ritual duties. 
Jesus was performing the greatest sacrificial act the world has ever seen, and 
he could not drink wine while he was performing his duty. 

Thirdly, he took a Nazirite vow that he would not drink wine until he 
drinks it new in the kingdom of God. His holy war was not yet complete. 
So he does not drink of it.  

PSALM 22 

As they crucified him, the soldiers divided his garments and cast lots for 
them. This is a fulfillment of Psalm 22:16-18 which was written a thousand 
years before Jesus died. The text, written by David, says –  

 
 

“For dogs encompass me; 
a company of evil doers encircle me; 

they have pierced my hands and feet – 
I can count all my bones – 

they stare and gloat over me; 
they divide my garments among them, 

and they cast lots for my clothing.” 
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We will see Psalm 22 quoted again by Jesus in my next sermon, but it is 
important that we understand the trajectory of the Psalm, and how it goes 
from despair to deliverance and even further to universal praise and 
worship for God the King. The suffering servant who is forsaken by God, 
rejected and despised by men is eventually praised in the congregation 
because of victory over death. So by quoting Psalm 22, Mark is showing us 
the trajectory of the story of Christ. His crucifixion is not the end of the 
story. 

KING OF THE JEWS 

The inscription of the charge against him read, The King of the Jews. This 
is his crime. He proclaims himself to be the king. And his kingship is a 
direct threat to the powers that be. No tyrant can abide that people would 
obey a higher power or a higher law than that of the tyrant. So by claiming 
himself to be the King of the Jews, he is saying that obedience to His rule 
takes primacy over that of Caesar. This is a claim which Caesar cannot 
abide.  

Now the Kingship of Christ flies in the face of much of Evangleical religion 
in our day. If Jesus were concerned to establish a private religion that exists 
only within the hearts and minds of people in their own private lives, butt 
then they obeyed the State whenever they told them to do something with 
their bodies, then the Romans wouldn’t have cared.  

But Jesus’ claim to be King is a claim to be king even over Caesar. He is the 
King of kings. He has all authority in heaven and earth. When you 
acknowledge and confess that Christ is the true king that all the people and 
even Caesar himself  is to be obedient to, don’t be surprised when the 
governors of Caesar put you down for insurrection. 

The crime that Chinese Christians are found to be guilty of is inciting 
subversion of state power. That is what Christ is crucified for, from a 
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human perspective. He is a subverter of State Power. The two thieves on 
the cross were crucified for the same thing. They are not thieves or robbers, 
but, like Barabbas, they too are insurrectionists.  

Mark does not just say though, that two robbers were crucified with him, 
but he specifically says that one was on his right and the other on his left.  

This harkens back to the conversation Jesus had with James and John in 
chp. 10 when they asked Jesus if he would grant that one would sit at his 
right hand and the other at his left hand in glory. They did not understand 
that Jesus crucifixion is His glory. So he told them they did not know what 
they were talking about. 

Upon hearing James and John request such a thing from Jesus, the rest of 
the disciples became indignant. The Lord had to tell them that true 
greatness and glory is not to rule over people, but to serve other. For the 
Son of Man came not to be served, but to serve and to give his life as a 
ransom for many. 

Jesus being crucified in between two insurrectionists, two people who want 
power, shows us how we as Christ’s followers are to rule with Him. We rule 
by serving and giving our lives over to death if needed. Not that we give our 
lives as a ransom for any, for that is reserved for the Son of Man alone. 
However, we do follow his example, and do need to be willing to be found 
guilty of the crime, if necessary, of confessing that Jesu Christ is the Lord.  

MOCKING 

Jesus is then mocked by those who passed by to see the spectacle of 
crucifixion. They wagged their heads at Jesus, and derided him saying, “You 
who would destroy the temple and rebuild it in three days, save yourself 
and comedown from the cross.” But Jesus, not coming down from the cross 
is the way in which the temple is going to be destroyed and him rising from 
the dead is how it will be rebuilt. And him staying on the cross is how Jesus 
saves others. They want him to save himself, and prove his claims. But it is 
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by staying on the cross that he proves he has come to serve others and give 
his life as a ransom for many. 

Likewise, the chief priests and scribes also mock him, saying, “Let the 
Christ, the King of Israel, come down from the cross that we may see and 
believe.” Even those who were crucified with him reviled him. 

Remember, one of story arcs in Mark is going from blindness to sight. The 
disciples are blind as to who Jesus is. Everyone in the story really is blind 
and does not perceive. But as Mark’s story progresses, who Jesus is becomes 
clearer and clearer. And finally, when Christ is on the cross, being crucified 
as the King of the Jews, giving himself as a ransom for many, reigning over 
death and the curse from the cross, destroying the old temple and 
rebuilding the new one in himself, we finally see Christ in all his glory.  

And the irony of ironies here is, that as they say, “Let the Christ, the King 
of Israel come down from the cross that we may see and believe,” but Mark is 
driving the point home for us, that if you want to see who the Christ is 
truly, if you want to catch a glimpse of the King on his throne, and if you 
want to believe in him, you must look upon him on the cross. Christ on 
the cross is where you must see your king and believe in him. Jesus Christ 
on the cross is where true sight and vision and understanding and faith is 
found.  

SUFFERING IS POWER AND GLORY 

This is important as we consider the relationship between our hope for the 
future and the place of suffering and the cross. Many Christians today are 
only able to see one dimensionally, and when persecution happens, it 
means Christians are losing. As Christians lose cultural hegemony and we 
become increasingly despised and marginalized, Christians want to act as if 
the sky is falling and play chicken little, and say the end times are upon us.  
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Has the cross of Christ taught us nothing? Look to the cross and see and 
believe. Don’t look to when things are going well and there is no suffering 
to believe. That is not a fair barometer of the advancement of the Kingdom 
of Christ in the world. Christ reigns from the cross. Christ is victorious in 
suffering and death. This is why the Church has always held that the blood 
of the Martyrs is the Seed of the Church.  

When the Apostles were arrested and beaten for proclaiming the Lordship 
of Christ, they rejoiced that they were counted worthy to suffer for the sake 
of the name of Christ. The Apostle Paul said it is only through much 
tribulation that we enter the kingdom of Heaven.  The Apostle John sees 
the souls of those who had been beheaded for the testimony of Jesus and 
the word of God as reigning with Christ for a thousand years.  

Belief in the doctrine of Postmillennialism does not mean there is never 
going to be any suffering. Rather, it is through suffering and death and the 
cross and our weaknesses that God further establishes His rule on the earth. 
We must never forget the meaning of the cross. Yes, it is a symbol of defeat. 
It is a symbol of the worlds power. But Christ has inverted this symbol so 
that when we now see the cross we see that Christ reigns over sin, death, 
and the devil and he defeated the principalities and powers by dying on the 
cross. The Cross is now a symbol of our victory and life. 

Thus, Paul says that the preaching of the cross is foolishness to those who 
are perishing, but to those who are being saved it is the power of God. The 
cross was the power of Caesar, and it was foolishness to fight against him. 
All who did lost. Caesar brought salvation to Rome through the cross, 
through the killing of usurpers and upstarts and insurrectionists.  

So, when we preach that Jesus is victorious and brought salvation through 
dying on the cross, that is utter foolishness to those who don’t believe in 
Jesus. But to those of us who do believe that in the cross of Christ God was 
saving the world, it is the power of God for our salvation. The foolishness 
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of God is wiser than wisdom of man, and the weakness of God is stronger 
than the strength of man.  

So people of God, look to Christ on the cross, and see him there ruling 
over sin, death, and the devil and believe and be saved. 

 

 

 

 

   


