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JESUS DIES AT THE HANDS OF THE WORLD, FOR THE WORLD. 

People of God, as we explore this portion of Scripture today it is important 
that we also remember that Mark’s Gospel is the kingly gospel. It is the story 
of how Jesus Christ becomes King.  

The Gospel, according to Isa. 40:8 and Isa. 52:7 is the good news that God 
reigns as king. And if we know anything from the OT the kingship of God 
is implemented through the Son of God. The Son of God is another name 
for the Davidic King. But we also know that his kingdom is not just over 
Judah or Israel. The Son of God is the King of the World. The King of the 
Jews is the King of the world.   

We also have the testimony of the Roman usage of the word Gospel at the 
time of Christ. Gospel was the Good News that the emperor just won a 
great victory over the enemy. Gospel was the Good News announcing the 
birthday of the emperor, or to tell of the accession of a new emperor to the 
throne. So, the word Gospel is itself connected in both Jewish and Roman 
literature with kingship. 

Mark is writing his Gospel, his message of the king, to show how it is that 
this Jesus has become the King of the Jews, and also the new emperor of 
the world. And one of the ways Mark does that is by showing that the whole 
world has a part to play in putting Christ on the throne.  

Throughout the passion narrative the whole world, represented by the Jews, 
the Gentiles, and the disciples, each help to deliver Jesus over to be 
crucified. This is important to understand, because since the whole world 
hands Jesus over to be crucified, the whole world will also participate in the 
enthronement of Christ as King, and in his kingly reign of salvation and 
redemption and restoration that Christ the King accomplishes as he rules 
from His throne on the cross. 

So let us see how this works out. 
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BEFORE PILATE 

Jesus is delivered over to Pilate by the hands of the Jews. But when the Jews 
bring Jesus to Pilate, they have to tell him why they are bringing Jesus to 
him. Mark doesn’t record the details, but Luke does.  Luke tells us that they 
told Pilate that the reason they were bringing Jesus to Pilate was because 
Jesus was misleading the nation, forbidding us to pay tribute to Caesar, and 
saying that he himself is Christ, a king.  

So Pilate asks Jesus, “Are you the King of the Jews?” This is essentially the 
same question the High Priest asked him – Are you the Son of the Blessed? 
Now Pilate wants to know if Jesus is an insurrectionist as the Jews say he is. 
Is Jesus a Pretender to the Jewish Throne? Does Jesus present a threat to 
Caesar’s rule. Are you the King of the Jews? And Jesus responds and says, 
“You have said so.” 

This is a poor translation, as it makes it seem like it has a sense of a past 
tense action. But it should be rendered more accurately, “You are saying 
so.” It is an action that is taking place in the present. And so, Jesus is 
indicating that by the fact that Pilate is trying him, and is going to deliver 
him up to be crucified, he is saying with his actions, that Jesus is the King 
of the Jews.  Christ’s kingship is being established by Pontius Pilate right 
then and there. 

So, in great irony, when Pilate has Jesus crucified for being the King of the 
Jews, Pilate is attempting to put an end to any claim that Jesus might have 
over Caesar and the Roman empire. Pilate is putting down a revolutionary, 
in his view. However, in doing this, Pilate himself actually is proclaiming 
and helping to inaugurate Christ as the King of the Jews. Pilate wants to be 
loyal to Caesar, but in doing so he helps to establish the New King and 
Emperor, Jesus. Is Jesus the King of the Jews. Pilate is saying so. 

The Jews accused Jesus of a bunch more things, but Jesus does not answer 
their charges. Jesus is silent before Pilate. And Pilate was amazed. Usually a 



3 
 

man will defend himself against charges, even if they are true, he will try to 
lie and get out of them especially if those charges will lead to him being 
killed.  

But a man who doesn’t fear death or loss and has the promise of 
resurrection does not have to fight like the world does in order to keep his 
life or his stuff. Jesus will not fight for what is temporary and passing away 
when he is going to inherit all that is eternal and imperishable upon his 
death. So like a sheep before the shearers is silent, so Jesus remains silent. 

FIRST BORN SON 

Now all of this is taking place, remember, during the feast of Passover and 
Unleavened Bread. According to Ex. 4:22ff  God spoke to Moses and told 
him to tell Pharaoh that Israel is God’s firstborn son, they are the son of 
the Father, they are the Son of God. So “Let my firstborn son go that he 
may serve me. If you refuse to let him go, behold, I will kill your firstborn 
son.” This is the background to the first Passover. When God brought 
Israel out of Egypt through Moses. 

And we know from the Exodus story that every family in Israel had to 
sacrifice a lamb in place of their first born sons so that the angel of death 
would Passover their homes and not kill them. 

The Passover was the time when the first born Son was released from death 
so he could serve YHWH, and so Israel could serve YHWH as His first 
born.  

So there are layers here. There is the first born son Israel, the nation, the 
people. And then we have the first born sons of the first son, Israel. Each 
individual first born son of each family represents Israel as a whole. And 
so, theologically speaking,  Israel as God’s first born son, is to receive the 
inheritance, and the first born sons of the first born son, will receive the 
inheritance. The first born son is therefore the promised future inheritor 
of the blessing of God for the people of God. 
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It is a covenantal system, which means it is representative.  

BARABBAS 

Now, Pilate had a custom that he would release for them one of their sons 
every year at the Passover. And he asks them, do they want to have him 
release Jesus, the King of the Jews? But the Jews called out instead for 
Barabbas to be released. 

Now, Barabbas, his name means, son of the father, and he represents the 
kind of son that Israel has become – he is an insurrectionist. He seeks to 
serve God differently than the way God had called Israel to serve him in 
the Passover, which is to hold a feast in the wilderness. But Barabbas, and 
Israel as represented by him, serves God  by murdering and committing 
violent acts of aggression against Rome.  

We have seen time and time again throughout Mark that much of Israel 
has become like this – the scribes, and elders, and Pharisees and chief 
priests even the disciples had embraced a theology of insurrection. This way 
of serving God will come back on their heads in a less than 40 years times, 
when the whole temple is destroyed, as Jesus predicted.  

Now contrasted with Barabbas, the son of the father, we have Jesus, the 
True Son of the Father, and he represents the other way of serving God, 
the way God really wants his people to serve him. By holding a feast in the 
wilderness. 

The title Son of God is a title referring to the Davidic King. Psalm 2 tells 
us this. But David was also called the firstborn, the highest of the kings of 
the earth (Ps. 89:27). The firstborn, as mentioned earlier, is the one who 
receives the inheritance, hence Ps. 2 says, that God the Father will give the 
nations to the Son as his heritage, and the ends of the earth as his 
possession. 
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To be the Son of the Father, the Son of God, the first born, the King of 
Jews, is to be the king over all the nations, over all the earth, and over all 
creation. This is the highest title that could be possibly given to a man. And 
the question that faces Israel is – Who do you want to be ruled by? Do you 
want to have released the King of the Jews, the True Son of God, the True 
Firstborn Son of Israel, who is the inheritor of all creation and is the highest 
of the kings of the earth, Jesus? Or do you want to have Barabbas released, 
the false son of the father who is a murderer and an insurrectionist and 
who will inherit nothing but the whirlwind and the wrath and fury and 
curse of God? Choose this day whom you will serve, and who will serve for 
you? 

The Jews are coming before Pilate like Moses came before Pharaoh, and 
instead of saying, as God told Moses to say, “Let my firstborn son go. And 
if you refuse, God will kill your firstborn son.” They reverse it and say to 
Pilate, “We want you to Kill the firstborn son of God, and if you do so God 
will let your first born sons live.”  

In other words, they say, if Pilate kills Jesus, he can have the future 
inheritance and blessing of Caesar and Rome. The future he hopes for, 
with all the power and influence and its inheritance will be given to you 
and your sons, all the power will be yours and Caesar’s if you will just crucify 
the son of God. Our god Caesar will be pleased with you. 

So you see, it is a complete reversal of the way it is supposed to actually be. 
But such in the case in Israel, and such is the case in our nation today. The 
people in charge today want to release the insurrectionists, and let them go 
free, and have promised to pay their bail when they get arrested for burning 
down the cities, as the vice president said. But they are also punishing 
Christians for serving God, as the vice president also did when she 
prosecuted David Daleiden for exposing that Planned Parenthood sells 
baby parts. If our rulers today can throw off the shackles of Christianity, 
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then they will be free to inherit the future as they see fit, under the power 
of their own revolutionary might. And the god they serve will be pleased. 

But they do not realize that this plan is doomed to failure. They have no 
future. Just as Jesus promised that within a generation wicked Jerusalem 
will be destroyed and overthrown, neither do the wicked in our nation have 
a future to inherit, because their actions will come crashing down on their 
own heads, just like Haman’s did in Esther.  

They are legislating their own destruction. All their plans are doomed to 
failure. They seek to establish the strength of their reign by killing Christ, 
but they in fact are actually helping to strengthen the reign of Christ. This 
is the great irony that is Christianity, and Mark is putting it on full display 
for us. 

The enemies of Christ literally have no future, no one to receive the 
inheritance of the great utopia they wish to inaugurate by shedding the 
blood of the Sons of God! They have no reproductive capacity, which is 
why the only way they can stay around is like a parasite feeding off a host.  

You see, they have no future by legalizing abortions and homosexuality and 
transgenderism and feminism.  By making these things the issues upon 
which they are basing their utopia, they are destroying any natural 
capability of reproducing and having children so there is no one to receive 
the inheritance of the future.  They are getting what they deserve. Instead 
of having Christ rule over them, they call out for Barabbas, and seal their 
own fate. 

ENVY 

Now Pilate sees that the reason the Jews want Jesus killed is because of  
envy. Envy is knowing that someone is enjoying something you are not, and 
you want what they have. It begins as a mere desire to have what the other 
person has, but it quickly turns into anger and hatred for the person who 
has what you want. And the thing which initially sparked the envy is no 
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longer the most important thing anymore. The most important thing is 
that you must crush and kill and destroy that person who has some sort of 
advantage or privilege over you.  

Pilate saw that the Jews were envious of Jesus because he attracted more 
followers then they did. He was wiser than they were. He was morally better 
than they were. He was more faithful to God than they were. His very 
presence was one which provoked in them great envy, and simultaneously, 
hatred. And so, in desiring to have those things for themselves, they had to 
kill Jesus. 

Jesus was the rightful king, and they were mere stewards. They had to give 
up the throne to Israel once the king had come. But like Denethor, upon 
hearing of the return of Aragorn, they sought to maintain control at all 
cost. And it eventually led them to their doom. 

So what do these envious leaders do? They stir up the people, so that envy 
takes over the whole people as well. And then they all begin to cry out for 
Jesus to be crucified. The whole place is filled with people who are filled 
with envy and hatred that this Jesus has privilege, and so he must be 
cancelled. So the true Son of the father is condemned to death, while the 
false son of the father is released to serve God by way of insurrection.  

BEARING THE CURSE 

So they call for him to die by hanging on a tree, which according to Deut. 
21:23, and Gal.3:13, is accursed. So the Jews knew exactly what they were 
asking for. Far from Jesus being the King of the Jews, far from Jesus being 
the inheritor of all, the firstborn son of all creation, he is accursed of God.  

But here in lies the ironic truth of the Gospel. He who knew no sin, 
becomes sin so that sinners could become righteous. He who was blessed, 
became cursed for us who were cursed so that the cursed would be blessed. 
He who was the true son, was accursed and abandoned on the tree, so that 
we who were accursed orphans, might become sons.  
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He was cursed for all the Barabbas’, Peter’s, Judas’, Pilate’s, Jews, and 
Gentiles of this world. He accepted and embraced the curse of the cross 
upon himself, and in that the wrath of God due to our sin because we could 
not take it upon ourselves and live.  

CROWN OF THORNS  

Besides being crucified, Our Lord Christ also bore upon himself the curse 
by being crowns with thorns. Remember, after the fall, God told Adam that 
the ground would be cursed and it would bring forth thorns and thistles 
(Gen. 3:18). When Christ was crowned with thorns, He was taking upon 
Himself the curse of sin, but not just for humanity, but also the curse of 
Creation.  

Since Man is the apex of creation, everything that is under man’s dominion 
also gets included in his death, and will also be included in the restoration 
that Christ accomplished as King on the cross. On the cross, Christ took 
the curse of sin for man and creation that Adam brought upon the world. 
Jesus, as the second Adam is the King of all creation, and he reigns over it 
all from the cross with his crown of thorns. This is what it means for him 
to be the King. He comes to make his blessings flow as far as the curse is 
found, as we sing in Joy to the World. 

OPEN SHAME 

Now, remember I said in the beginning of the sermon that Gospel was the 
word used in the Roman world to announce that the Emperor had defeated 
an enemy. Well, the Greek word for crown that Jesus wore is the word 
stephanos, which has reference to the laurel wreath crown that the Roman 
Emperor would wear upon his head during his victory parade as he 
celebrated his defeat over an enemy. 

Interestingly, Paul alludes to this Roman-victory image, in Col 2 when he 
says that on the cross Christ disarmed the rulers and authorities, or, the 
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principalities and powers and put them to open shame, by triumphing 
over them in his crucifixion (Col 2.15). This open shame is that victory 
parade Caesar had when he defeated his enemies, wearing the victory 
crown. Caesar would make his conquered enemies march in the victory 
parade so that the people could partake of the victory in mocking their 
defeat. Jesus is putting to open shame all the enemies of God in his cross, 
as he is paraded to the cross wearing his victory crown of thorns. 
 
We need to see this whole event with the eyes of faith, People of God, 
that the whole thing is an inversion – It is the opposite of what is actually 
going on. In a mock inauguration to the throne, the soldiers mock the 
King by putting a purple robe on him, which is the color of royalty. And 
they put a crown of thorns on his head. And they put a reed in his hand, 
after they struck him with it. And they saluted him and said, “Hail, King 
of the Jews!” And they anointed him as the king with their spit. And they 
mocked homage to him, kneeling before him.  
 
They are putting Jesus to open shame, under the crown of Caesar and 
under the power of his rule, the cross. But Jesus, for the joy that was set 
before, endured the cross, despising the shame, wore the crown and is now 
seated at the right hand of the throne of God as the victorious King over 
all creation.  
 
Knowing this, we can further understand why Mark records the Great 
Commission as “Go into all the world and proclaim the gospel to the whole 
creation.”  Christ has indeed become the king of cursed man and cursed 
creation, so that he might also inherit all the world and restore to it blessing 
and life.   
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This is the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of God. Our Crucified King. 
And the only way to see the story rightly, is through the eyes of faith.  
 

Hail, Thou once despised Jesus! Hail thou Galillean King! 
Thou didst suffer to release us, Thou didst free salvation bring. 

Hail thou agonizing savior, Bearer of our sin and shame! 
By thy merits we find favor, Life is given through thy name. 

Amen. 

 


