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People of God, I think that the account of Peter’s denial of Christ has to 
be one of the saddest stories in all the Bible. Simon Peter was a fisherman 
from Galilee. But Jesus called him to be an Apostle. Simon Peter had 
spent three years with Jesus, every day. He invited Christ into his home, 
where Jesus healed his mother-in-law. They ate countless meals together. 
They laughed together. Jesus performed untold numbers of miracles in 
his presence. Christ gave Peter authority to cast out demons. Peter walked 
on water with Jesus. Peter saw Jesus on the Mount of Transfiguration with 
Moses and Elijah. Christ told Peter that it was upon him that he would 
build the church. Peter was the first one to confess that Jesus was the 
Christ.  

How very difficult it must have been for Peter to hear Jesus foretell of his 
denial. Peter gave everything for Jesus, He would never deny him.  Peter 
instead promised that he would lay down his very life for Jesus sake if he 
had to, and he insisted that the one thing he would never do is deny 
Jesus. 

But our Lord knows all things and foretold this tragic event. That Peter 
would in fact deny Jesus, not once, but three times. 

We saw a couple weeks ago how Peter, unable to watch and pray with 
Jesus was demoted in the Garden of Gethsemane from being Peter, to his 
pre-Apostolic name, Simon. We then saw further that when he took up 
the sword and cut off the ear of the high priest’s servant, he became 
nameless. He was reckoned as “one of those who stood by.” Jesus lumps 
Peter right in with the guards who came out after him with swords and 
clubs. And so it is appropriate that we see Peter with those very same 
guards in our lesson today, as Jesus is being interrogated. 

53 And they led Jesus to the high priest. And all the chief priests and the elders and 
the scribes came together. 54 And Peter had followed him at a distance, right 
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into the courtyard of the high priest. And he was sitting with the guards 
and warming himself at the fire. 

Peter is no longer identified with Jesus, he is identified with the guards. 
Through lack of prayer, through lack of vigilance to assess the threat, and 
through use violence, which is really just a means to avoid suffering, Peter 
has quickly gone from being with Jesus, to being one who stood by, to one 
who followed Jesus from a distance, to standing with the guards who 
arrested Jesus. We can see in his loyalties and allegiances shifted in such a 
short amount of time, way from Christ and to the Guards. 

Now, let us notice that the denial of Peter is taking place at the same time 
that Jesus is on trial. This is Peter’s trial, and it takes place in the court of 
public opinion, rather than in the halls of justice. Jesus was arraigned 
before powerful leaders, and was courageous and faithful and told the 
truth knowing this would lead to him being, condemned, and crucified.  

Mark is telling us that Christians will likely have to stand for their faith 
before civil rulers, like Jesus, and before the common folk in the court of 
popular opinion like Peter. And while we all would love to be able to 
stand strong like Christ, or like Luther at the Diet of Worms and say, 
“Here I stand, I can do no other, so help me God”, the chances are more 
likely that we will have to give an account to regular people in the 
ordinary encounters of life like Peter. We will face hostility and ostracism, 
and embarrassment and societal exclusion by the world around us because 
we are Christians. Because are with Jesus. 

Which is exactly what the accusation is that this slave girl brings against 
Peter. “You also were with the Nazarene, Jesus, she says.” That is, she asked 
him if he was a Christian.  Being under that kind of pressure to identify 
with Christ in the court of public opinion can lead to doubt and denial of 
Christ. Just knowing that identifying himself with Jesus could also bring 
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about his arrest, Peter denies it. He first pretends ignorance. “I neither 
know nor understand what you mean.”  

Then servant girl made another accusation, this time saying to the people 
around them. “This man is one of them.” At first she speaks just to Peter by 
himself, but now she is getting other people involved, and he denies 
Christ a second time, but his denial goes further and he even disclaims 
membership in the Christian community.  

After a little while, after the bystanders get to talking among themselves, 
they now approach Peter as a group and say, “Certainly you are one of them, 
for you are a Galilean.” I don’t exactly known how they knew he was a 
Galilean. Maybe it was his accent. Maybe it was an article of clothing. 
Something identified him as being from Galilee, which where Jesus was 
from. And here, Peter denies Christ the third time. And this time he 
denies any relationship with Jesus at all. 

“But he began to invoke a curse upon himself and to swear, “I do not know this 
man of whom you speak.” And here the Markan irony hits like a 
sledgehammer. Peter is trying to save himself the embarrassment of being 
a Christian, and he invokes a curse upon himself. Basically saying, “May 
God punish me if I am not telling the truth.”  

But the readers know Peter is not telling the truth. By protesting 
innocence and ignorance Peter is condemned by the narrative as Guilty. 
Convicted as guilty and deserving of death, by his own lies. But yet lives. 
Peter lived by lies. 

But Jesus is proclaimed by the narrative as innocent, and deserved to be 
released, because he told the truth and lived according to it. And it is this 
truth, the truth of the Gospel that gets him killed. 

Peter hears the rooster crow a second time, and he remembered how Jesus 
said, “before the rooster crown twice, you will have denied me three times.” And 



4 
 

in some of the most crushing words in the whole Bible, we read, “And he 
broke down and wept.”  

Oh, if only more Christians would weep right now, as we see the state of 
the Church in the West progress toward wholesale denial of Christ and of 
basic reality. More and more we are being trained to live according to lies 
in order to save our skin. Right now the totalitarian culture and the state 
that has arisen out of its midst, demands that we deny those things which 
are plainly true.  

Just as it was plainly true that Peter was a follower of Jesus, and yet he 
denied it in order save his own skin, so too are we being trained to accept 
and confess as true those things which are plainly not true, in order to 
save ours. In order to save our jobs, our reputations, or so we don’t have 
to pay fines or be thrown in jail, we are forced to accept things as true and 
good and beautiful, which are actually false, evil, and disgusting.  

In our day we are already seeing this soft totalitarianism take root in our 
places of employment, where diversity training is being held. Maybe you 
have heard that Coca-Cola just told their employees that that they had to 
be less white. How you could be less of something that is unchangeable 
about you, like your skin color is unthinkable to me. And how it could 
not be inherently racist to say so is equally incredible. But you must 
accept the double standard, in that, if  Coca-Cola had told their black 
employees they had to be less black that would be considered racist, but it 
is not if it is said to whites. 

With the Equality Act coming down the pike, You have to say 
transgenderism is good. You have to say that Genital mutilation and 
hormone blockers which prevent children from developing naturally into 
their biological sex is good, as Dr Levine says. 

You will have to say it is ok for a grown man to use the woman’s 
restroom, that very rest room that your little girl is in, and if you don’t 
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you will be found guilty of hate crime. You have to say boys can 
participate in girl’s sports.   

Under the totalitarian culture we live in, we are forced to tell ourselves lie 
after lie in order to be accepted in the wider culture and soon to not be 
harassed by the state. Riots are mostly peaceful protests. Under the guise 
of Diversity the culture and the state are enforcing Uniformity of belief. 
Under the guise of Equality they actually treat people differently. Under 
the guise of Inclusivity, they reject whole sections of society. Yet, you are a 
racist, bigot if you acknowledge such things. 

Like Orwell’s 1984, this is Newspeak, where the party controls all 
categories of thought, and often forces the people to think in terms of 
double think. Freedom is slavery, truth is falsehood, war is peace. The 
totalitarian state forces people to engage in double think, which is the act 
of holding two contradictory views at the same time, and yet accepting 
both of them as true. Which is logically impossible.  

But no matter, under common core math, 2+2=5.   

You see, the goal is to convince people that all truth exists within the 
mind, and the rightly ordered mind believes whatever the party says is 
true.  

In order to bring this insanity about, the Church and society has to be so 
completely compromised and conditioned to refuse to fight against these 
lies. And one of the ways in which we are compromised and conditioned 
to fight against lies, is by afflicting us with comfort and ease and promises 
of health and safety and happiness. And once we have become lulled into 
complacency, all the state or culture has to do is threaten to take away 
your comfort, convenience, happiness and safety, and they can get you to 
go along with whatever non-sense they can concoct. 

And so we have seen this past year, in the name of keeping people safe, it 
does not take long for those who once named the name of Christ to side 
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with those political forces who are seeking to destroy Christianity. All that 
the enemy needs to do is threaten the comfort and ease of those 
Christians who worship the god of Moralistic Therapeutic Deism, and 
they fall in lock step with the ranks of those who would persecute the real 
church of Christ.  

Moralistic Therapeutic Deism is a term to describe the form that religion 
in general, and Christianity in particular that has taken place in America 
over the past few decades. It is the belief that God exists, and he wants 
nothing more from you than for you to be nice, and to be happy and 
comfortable. It is a following Jesus but from a distance, like Peter. The 
great sin in therapeutic culture is to stand in the way of people seeking 
comfort and happiness as they wish.  

And now during the time of a pandemic, the god of Moralistic 
Therapeutic Deism doesn’t want Christians to go to church and possibly 
get other people sick. And the state in some places has enforced it with 
imprisonment and fines. And Christian complied, because, God forbid 
that you would ever have to suffer for your faith.  

This false god wants you to stay home and stay safe. You are required to 
risk nothing for Christ. It is a false gospel that says if you seek to save your 
life you will save it, but if you carry your cross and lose your life for the 
sake of the gospel, you actually hate your neighbor and you deserve to be 
thrown into jail and to have your church shut down because how dare 
you endanger your neighbor by worshiping God when the almighty state 
declared a public health emergency.    

So the police arrested Pastor James Coates in Canada, because he refused 
to stop preaching the gospel and meeting to worship His Lord and Savior.  
Understand rightly, People of God, this has nothing to do with health 
code violations, or equality, or whatever excuse they make up, and 
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everything to do with the state hating Jesus, and them seeking to punish 
you and anyone else because you refuse to live by lies. 

I am ashamed of those Pastors and those who supposedly name the name 
of Christ but follow Jesus from a distance and are now identifying 
themselves more with those who arrest Christians and falsely imprison 
them, rather than with their suffering Lord. 

Christians who say that the arrest of Pastor James Coates in Alberta really 
has nothing to do with state sponsored persecution, and has to do with 
the fact that he is violating the almighty state’s health codes, are warming 
themselves by the fire with guards who arrested James Coates and Jesus. 
But before the rooster crows twice and the dark night of western 
civilization comes to its end, these fake Christians will have denied Jesus 
three times. We can only pray that they too would break down and weep, 
and thus be saved in the end. And, we need to pray that we too do not 
fall into temptation, but that God would deliver us, and we would reman 
steadfast under trial, and live according to the truth of Christ. 

People of God, we need to remember what it means for us to confess that 
Jesus is the Christ. We must always keep the truth of the implications of 
our confession before our hearts and minds. And we must remember also 
the temptation that comes with such a confession.  

Right after Peter confessed that Jesus was the Christ in Mark chp. 8, Jesus 
31 began to teach them that the Son of Man must suffer many things and be 
rejected by the elders and the chief priests and the scribes and be killed, and after 
three days rise again. 32 And he said this plainly. And Peter took him aside and 
began to rebuke him.  

Why did Peter rebuke Christ? Because there is no way that the Messiah 
would ever be associated with suffering and dying. Right? 33 But turning and 
seeing his disciples, he rebuked Peter and said, “Get behind me, Satan! For you are 
not setting your mind on the things of God, but on the things of man.”  
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If this event happened today, undoubtedly there would be Christians on 
social media calling for Jesus to be cancelled because he called Peter 
Satan. They would seek to comfort Peter telling him that he is doing the 
right thing by standing up to Jesus. He is so brave and courageous. Jesus is 
such a bigot and filled with hatred. Jesus needs to repent and stop putting 
the lives of his disciples in danger. If he really cared about his disciples, he 
would not go to Jerusalem. He needs to obey and honor the civil 
magistrate and not cause a scene in Jerusalem. 

These fake Christians want Christ without the cross, salvation without 
suffering, they want their false god to give them the desires of their heart, 
and to not demand anything from them except to be nice and not judge. 

34 And calling the crowd to him with his disciples, he said to them, “If anyone 
would come after me, let him deny himself and take up his cross and follow 
me. 35 For whoever would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my 
sake and the gospel's will save it. 36 For what does it profit a man to gain the whole 
world and forfeit his soul? 37 For what can a man give in return for his 
soul? 38 For whoever is ashamed of me and of my words in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him will the Son of Man also be ashamed when he comes in 
the glory of his Father with the holy angels.” 

So Peter, for all his bluster and false bravado and saying that he will die 
for Jesus, actually, when the time of testing comes, when the time of trial 
arises, he quickly resorts to abandoning Jesus and His gospel and joins the 
ranks of those who arrest Christ. Peter has become a disciple of comfort 
and ease and not a disciple of the cross. Peter chose to live by lies. 

People of God, the denial of Peter reveals the weakness and cowardice 
that exists within each one of us, and the temptations that comes with 
living in a culture that is hostile to Christ and is enslaved to the 
therapeutic. The genuineness of our faith, however, will be revealed in the 
furnace of affliction, whether it be true or false.  
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Unless we truly internalize the words of Christ when he said, For whoever 
would save his life will lose it, but whoever loses his life for my sake and the 
gospel's will save it we are in danger of living according to lies, and losing 
our souls. The cost of following Christ is hostility from the world, 
ostracism from our community, being cancelled by the culture, insulted 
and embarrassed, fined or arrested, and maybe one day, possibly even 
killed. 

Those who are discipled by Moralistic Therapeutic Deism more than they 
are by the True Gospel of Christ, will deny Christ when the time comes. 
Do not be surprised when people’s discipleship to that false god looks an 
awful lot like choosing the safe and easy path of warmth and comfort with 
the guards by the fire, over against the hard way of the truth of the cross. 

If we seek to save our lives and never suffer for the gospel and for the 
faith, we will lose our lives. Jesus says. But if we count the cost, and follow 
Christ in the truth, knowing that such loyalties will result in you losing 
your job, or being cancelled, or cut off from extended family, or being 
arrested, then you will actually save your life. But if you give yourself over 
to the false gospel of Moralistic, Therapeutic Deism, then you will deny 
Christ. 

But for all our failures, for all our denials, for all our compromises which 
fall short of our otherwise loud proclamations of loyalty to Jesus, our 
salvation is not found in our performance, but in the faithfulness of the 
Christ alone. Jesus Christ redeems even those who deny him, so long as 
our denial leads to heartfelt repentance, and we too, with Peter, break 
down and weep at our sin and failures, and come to place our trust and 
pledge our allegiance to Jesus again and again.  

If we just hear the story of Jesus forgiving us of our sins, without the 
exhortation to repent of our sins and follow Christ and do better than 
Peter did, all we hear is cheap grace. Forgiveness without repentance.  
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And if we hear the exhortation to follow Christ and not deny him, 
without the good news of Jesus’ faithfulness for us, then all we hear is a 
low moralism. We hear, keep trying harder, but without the grace of 
forgiveness.  

But the trial and the denial of Jesus call us to a fuller Gospel. Yes, people 
of God, try and do better than Peter. Do not forsake him. Do not deny 
Him. Do not join in with those who persecute the Church and arrest her 
shepherds. Stay loyal to Jesus in the court of public opinion. Do not 
waver when attacked and cancelled and fired from your job. Stand fast in 
the faith, and persevere unto the end, suffer the cross for the Gospel’s 
sake, and you will be saved.  

But this perseverance has to be based upon the work of Jesus Christ for 
you. Because Jesus Christ stood fast and persevered to the end for you, 
and died to forgive you of your sins, and rose again to give you newness of 
life in the Spirit, so that by belief in the Gospel of Jesus Christ, and his 
faithfulness, you will be saved.  

Do not live by lies People of God. Live according to the Truth, and thus 
save your souls. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 


