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INTRODUCTION 

In his essay God in the Dock C.S. Lewis noted an important difference 
between ancient man and modern man. The ancients had a keen sense of 
sin and guilt, and approached God or the gods as an accused person 
approaches his judge. But most modern people reverse the roles. Lacking 
any sense of sin whatsoever, along with a sense of moral superiority, 
mankind has  become the judge, and God is on trial – God is in the dock. 

Here we see a similar scene in our text this morning. Jesus is brought to 
trial before the Sanhedrin, the highest court in Israel, and we are going to 
see how God deals with mankind’s judgments. 

The trial scene is set in between the account of Peter’s denial, so that each 
the trial and the denial interpret each other. We will put Peter’s denial aside 
for today and come back to that next week. 

THE TRIAL 

Jesus is escorted under guard right into the High Priest’s chamber. Waiting 
for him is the Sanhedrin. In the middle of the night, under the cloak of 
darkness, the highest court in Israel is convened to judge Jesus. They even 
have their key witnesses ready to testify. As the kids say these days, “that’s a 
bit sus.” As sus as that is, we have to see this in light of Jesus’ words to the 
guards in the garden of Gethsemane. He said, “All during the daytime I 
met in the temple openly” indicating that Jesus never taught anything in 
private that he did not teach in public. But here the Sanhedrin is meeting 
under the cloak of the darkness of night to hold trial by a kangaroo court.  

Notice the vocabulary – there are witnesses, two witnesses in accordance 
with Mosaic Law, because, you know they have to do things by the book 
while they unjustly judge Jesus. And the testimony of these two witnesses 
will lead to Jesus’ condemnation.  
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Make no mistake. This is a trial, and the trial is irregular, and more than 
unjust. The verdict has already been predetermined: Jesus is guilty, 
condemned, and deserves death. The rest that follows is mere formality.   

Now let us be clear. This is not a trial held in order to find out the truth. 
No genuine inquiry is actually being made into Jesus’ teachings. There are 
no counter witnesses provided, except Jesus himself. This trial is not a quest 
for truth or justice. Rather it is the official rejection of Christ by the leaders 
of Judaism. And it is all based upon false evidence and contradictory 
testimonies, and a genuine hatred for Jesus.  

And while it might not have been evident to those who were participating 
in the drama of the moment, the readers of Mark’s gospel afterward clearly 
see that these very accusations being leveled against Jesus, actually serve to 
confirm Christ’s identity as the Son of God, rather than discredit it. If 
anyone is discredited here, it is the Sanhedrin. The Jews, in their quest to 
destroy Jesus and maintain their control over Israel, actually end up 
destroying themselves and losing everything. 

FIRST ALLEGATION – DESTROY THE TEMPLE AND REBUILD 
NEW ONE 

Now what were the claims made against Jesus in his trial with the 
Sanhedrin? There were two. First, Allegedly, Jesus claimed he would destroy 
the temple and in three days build another temple, not made with hands. 
And second, he claimed to the Christ, the Son of God. 

The first charge brings to a head Jesus’ condemnation of the temple from 
the moment he rode into Jerusalem in chapter 11 and cursed the fig tree, 
which represented the temple and Jerusalem, and then he over turned the 
tables of the money changers, prophetically enacting the end of the 
sacrificial system, and then he told the parable of the tenants where he said 
the vineyard owner would come and destroy those wicked tenants and give 
the vineyard to others, wherein the Scribes perceived he was talking about 
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them, and then in chp. 13 he prophesied of the temple’s destruction in the 
Olivet discourse.  

And yet, at no point in Mark’s gospel has Jesus actually claimed that he 
would destroy the temple, or that after three days he would build another 
not made with hands. These allegations are therefore false. 

And yet, we also know that theologically speaking, Christ’s body is the True 
temple. And the description “made with hands,” refers to that which is 
earthly. He is giving up his earthly body to be destroyed in crucifixion. And 
in three days he will build another, not made with hands – which means, 
he will resurrect his body and his resurrection body will be Heavenly.   

And so, the accusation that Christ said he would destroy the temple and in 
three days build a new temple not made with hands, is false on the surface, 
as it pertains to the physical temple in Jerusalem, but ironically, it is also 
true as it pertains to the temple of his body and to the church.  

Therefore Jesus remained silent, and did not give the high priest an answer 
as to whether these accusations were true or not. As a sheep before the 
shearers is silent, so he did not open his mouth (Isa. 53:7). He couldn’t 
open his mouth.  

First of all, how could he answer both Yes and No at the same time? Its not 
like Jesus could say, “Actually guys, you know what, you are in the middle 
of big theological ironic joke right now, and so let me explain how it is not 
true that I said it, and here is how it is true. And it is all just a big 
misunderstanding.”  

No.  In the sovereignty of God who is in control of all things in that very 
moment, the vindication and the condemnation of the world is being 
worked out in such a way that only the eyes of faith can understand and 
see. In this moment, God is the dock. Man is passing judgment on Christ 
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to condemn him,  and in so doing, Man is actually fulfilling God’s plan to 
pass judgment on Man in Christ and redeem him. 

The secret things belong to God, but the things that are revealed afterwards 
belong to us and to our children. And so, we see the whole thing take place 
and we can actually laugh at the irony of how it all unfolds. Which is why 
Good Friday is called Good. 

And secondly, Mark tells us that the testimonies about the accusation of 
him saying he would destroy the temple and in three day build a new one 
not made with hands, those witnesses didn’t even agree on their own false 
accusations. They couldn’t even get their story straight. So, to which 
accusation was Christ to respond to when such contradicting statements 
were all jumbled together? So, he kept his mouth shut. 

SECOND ALLEGATION – ARE YOU THE CHRIST, THE SON OF 
GOD 

His silence to the first accusation actually serves to heighten the tension 
when the High Priest asks the second question: “Are you the Christ, the 
Son of the Blessed.” This question brings home one of the main narrative 
plots throughout all of Mark’s Gospel, which is Jesus’ Identity. Who is 
Jesus? Mark 1:1 says, “The beginning of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son 
of God.” The word Blessed is a stand in word referring to God.  

Now, aside from the reader, and God and the demons, nobody truly knows 
who Jesus is up till this point in Mark’s Gospel. Peter came close when he 
confessed him to be the Christ. But he did not connect that with him being 
the Son of God.  

And remember all those times Jesus would try to keep a lid on his identity, 
instructing the demons and the people to keep quiet about who he is? 

Why was that? Because his identity as The Christ, the Son of God, is not 
to be primarily linked to Jesus being a miracle worker, or an exorcist, or 
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even a teacher. For Jesus to be the Christ, the Son of God, means that his 
identity and mission is revealed most fully in His crucifixion. Christ reigns 
as the anointed King from the Cross, in his suffering and death. Now that 
the drama of his passion is underway, when there is no possibility of 
popular misunderstanding of the meaning of his claim, Jesus answers 
plainly and clearly – “Are you the Christ, the Son of God?”  “I AM.” 

This straightforward answer is Jesus’ confession of guilt. And notice, the 
answer is the name of God, the Great I AM. I AM is directly associated 
with God’s revelation of himself to Moses in the burning bush, but it is also 
tied to the fuller revelation of himself to Moses on the mountain when God 
passed by him and Moses saw YHWH’s glory.  

This confession to be I AM is the second time Christ proclaimed this, the 
first was when he walked on the water and was going to pass by his disciples, 
and made himself known by saying I AM.  

The Glory of God is found in the middle of the storm. And the glory of 
God is now here for you to see in the suffering and death of Jesus Christ. 
And likewise, People of God, the Glory of God is revealed to you as you 
suffer as a disciple for the sake of the Gospel of Jesus Christ, the Son of 
God.  

JUDGE OF THE NATIONS 

Now Jesus quickly follows up with a Son of Man saying. “I AM. And you 
will see the Son of Man seated at the right hand of Power and coming on 
the clouds of Heaven.” And at this, the high priest tore his robes and said, 
“What further witnesses do we need? You have heard his blasphemy. What 
is your decision. And they all condemned him as deserving death. 

What is Jesus talking about? I have spoken about this passage in detail 
before, and I will not labor into all the details again here. But what Jesus is 
doing is he is quoting two very important passages from the Old Testament 
to further clarify and reinforce His identity. He is quoting from Psalm 110:1 
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and Dan. 7:13. Essentially what he is saying is, that he will be exalted to the 
right hand of God where he will judge all the nations of the world.  

How ironic then to see Jesus being judged and condemned by wicked men 
for the claim that He is to be the Judge of wicked men? What we are seeing 
here, People of God, is The King of Glory and the Judge of all righteousness 
sitting in the dock, being judged by wicked man. But this judgment is also 
the source of our salvation and deliverance. As John 3 says: 

16 “For God so loved the world, that he gave his only Son, that whoever believes in 
him should not perish but have eternal life. 17 For God did not send his Son into the 
world to condemn the world, but in order that the world might be saved through 
him. 18 Whoever believes in him is not condemned, but whoever does not believe is 
condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only Son of 
God. 19 And this is the judgment: the light has come into the world, and people loved 
the darkness rather than the light because their works were evil. 20 For everyone who 
does wicked things hates the light and does not come to the light, lest his works should 
be exposed. 21 But whoever does what is true comes to the light, so that it may be 
clearly seen that his works have been carried out in God.” 

JUDGING GOD 

Have you ever met someone who put God in the dock? Maybe that person 
is you right now? Maybe you are standing as judge over God. What brings 
a person to such a point that they would be willing to put the Judge on trial 
and silence him and condemn him to death or irrelevance?  

Now, there are some people who are rabid atheists, who hold two beliefs – 
God doesn’t exist, and I hate him. There are those kind of people out there. 
No amount of talking about Jesus or helping them understand the Bible or 
providing evidence for the truthfulness of Christianity or sharing your 
testimony will ever change someone’s mind about Christ who has already 
made up their mind to hate him before examining the evidence. Of course, 
I don’t believe in God. I hate him. 
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Now the person I think you are most likely to encounter is a person who 
would put God in the dock for seemingly other reasons, but the result is 
the same. They hate God. And they God because he is God. What are some 
modern-day examples of this? 

God allowed a loved one to die. Where was God then? they ask. If Jesus is 
this great Savior, why didn’t he save her? If God is so loving and good, why 
did God take this person away from me? If God really cared about my 
happiness, then He would have kept that person in my life. But since that 
person is gone, obviously God isn’t good or isn’t in control, and doesn’t 
care about me, so why should I care about Him? I want nothing to do with 
him. Boom, guilty. 

Or: my parents were religious, and they didn’t let me do the things I wanted 
to do. Their rules made me miserable. Jesus is only a reason to control 
people. I need to be free from religious hypocrites to enjoy my freedom. 
God is a killjoy. Therefore,  Boom, guilty. 

Then of course there is the standard, “There is so much injustice in the 
world, and oppression and violence and war and death and evil. How could 
a good God allow such bad things to happen?” Boom, guilty. 

I think these are all varieties of the same argument though. I want what I 
want, and God and Jesus get in the way of getting what I want, so either I 
have to change my desires and submit my life and will to God, or I can 
judge God in my heart as being against my happiness, and then choose to 
do whatever I want, supposedly without the guilt that comes with 
disobeying God.  

I mean, which is easier, to repent of your desires and to bring your life into 
greater conformity with an impossibly high standard of holiness, or to just 
say Forget it, and do what you want? And so we choose what is easier, we 
justify ourselves, and we condemn God.   
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There is another reason though, that I think gets to the heart of the issues 
of our day. 

The Modern Bible consists of only one fraction of a verse taken completely 
out of context – “You shall not judge.” Thus, the greatest sin a person could 
commit in our world today is to judge another person for their beliefs or 
behaviors or feelings.  

Remember, the great modern dogma of our day, the only truth claim and 
command that is to be believed without question and which is to be the 
presupposition upon which we interpret all of life, is this: the autonomous 
individual is the highest most sacred thing in the universe, and the highest 
most sacred act of the autonomous individual is to create one’s own reality 
and to live out one’s own life experience, where “my truth” is discovered 
along the way. You create your own reality. You can identify as anything 
you want. You can do anything you want, you can believe anything you 
want. Just as long as you do not judge someone else for who they think they 
are, what they do, and what they believe. 

The worst sin, according to this dogma of the worship of the modern 
autonomous individual, is to judge another person’s actions, thoughts, or 
feelings. There is only one great command, “You shall not judge.” Everyone 
is their own individual god, and the gods are not to judge the other gods. 
And if violate that command that you are essentially cast down the 
pantheon. 

And so, the reason modern people condemn Jesus and by extension 
Christians, is because we are at odds with this dogma. We believe God 
alone defines what is truth, and what is moral righteousness, and what is 
good, and what is reality. And those standards exist outside of the 
autonomous individual. Not in the council of the puny gods of fallen 
modern man, but in the Highest Heaven Where the Triune God exists. 
Every person is to bring their lives into conformity with the truth of this 
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God or else they will be judged by God and condemned. But our Christian 
dogma, is heresy to the modern person, who has enthroned himself as god.  

You see, if the modern person ends up believing what we do,  that there 
are rules and standards of behavior that are binding upon all people given 
to us from outside of us from God,  then that means they violate their first 
and only command to not judge. They would violate and contradict their 
presupposition that modern man is autonomous and can choose his own 
reality. This they cannot do. Because it is a violation against the very core 
beliefs of their identity. 

If they acknowledge those rules that God established as being binding upon 
all people, then that means they would have to make distinctions and 
judgments as to what is actually right or wrong. But that would require 
them to do the unthinkable and to violate the core command to not judge. 
And so, instead of listening to Jesus tell us what the truth is, and what is 
right or wrong, we instead choose to listen to our own half-baked statement 
of Jesus taken out of context and we build our whole view of life based 
upon that one command – do not judge.  Because literally, God forbid we 
judge anyone.  

Do not judge becomes our greatest commandment, and Jesus is himself 
guilty of judging, and thus breaks his own command. So we must now judge 
Jesus as being guilty of violating the highest moral dogma in the modern 
world, which is to not judge. Jesus breaks his own command to not judge. 
He is not worthy of our worship. He committed blasphemy against our 
gods. Boom. Guilty.  

But the modern person, blind to the irony ignores the fact that they just 
judged  Jesus for judging. They judge others who judge. They themselves 
violate their own law in order to uphold it. But that doesn’t matter. We 
Don’t need Jesus in the modern world. We are more righteous than Jesus. 
Jesus said do not judge. He and his followers therefore need to account for 
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how they can violate his own standard. And so, along with Jesus: Boom, we 
too are guilty.  

And so, the reason why it is so difficult for modern people to come to Jesus, 
is because, as C.S. Lewis said, we just don’t believe we are sinners. As long 
as we don’t judge, we are pure and righteous. But Christ said, he did not 
come to call the righteous, but sinners. And our society today is filled with 
an awful lot of righteous people who have no need of a savior. And so 
Christians who profess that Christ will come to judge the wicked, is 
blasphemy to the modern person.  

And just as Christ was guilty of blasphemy by the high priest for 
announcing that he will judge the wicked, and is sentenced to death for 
this statement, so too will we, in our modern world, be condemned for 
such a belief in Christ as Lord and King and Judge. 

The account of Jesus’ trial is actually referenced by Peter in 1 Peter 2:23 - 
When he was reviled, he did not revile in return; when he suffered, he did not 
threaten, but continued entrusting himself to him who judges justly. 

And so as followers of Christ, there might come a time when we are 
confronted with false accusations against us, or we might be reviled and 
persecuted and slandered because of our faith in Jesus. We might be struck, 
hit, and spit on because we believe in Jesus and that he is coming to judge 
the living and the dead. And certainly, we will find that we are going to 
want to defend ourselves in those days. But we might also need to come to 
the realization that Christ already told us things like this would happen, 
and that we are blessed by God when we are persecuted for righteousness 
sake.  

And so, with Christ, we can take heart to know that just as Christ entrusted 
himself to God who judges rightly, and was therefore vindicated by his 
resurrection, we too can be assured that God will use our condemnation 
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by the world to vindicate us as being faithful to God and righteous. He will 
also resurrect us. 

We don’t need to fight back when we suffer for the faith. We need to 
rejoice, that we were counted worthy to suffer for the sake of the Name of 
Christ. We don’t need to revile back when slandered. We don’t need to 
threaten back when we are threatened. We are to be like Jesus and keep 
our mouths shut and entrust ourselves to Christ who sits at the right hand 
of God and who will come on the clouds to judge the earth. Let him handle 
it. We are to pray for our enemies, and for those who persecute us. Because 
unto us belongs the kingdom. But most of all, people of God, we are to 
rejoice.  

“Blessed are you when others revile you and persecute you and utter all kinds of evil 
against you falsely on my account. Rejoice and be glad, for your reward is great in 
heaven, for so they persecuted the prophets who were before you.”  Amen. 

 

 

  

 

 


