Songs of Advent (I): Servant Hope
Isaiah 42:1-4, 10-17
Though I am not nearly the experienced and
trophied hunter that some of you in this room
are, and it’s been well over 10 years since I’ve
gone on any sort of meaningful hunt, I still
vividly remember those mornings on the first
day of deer season in northern Pennsylvania.
Usually, the day before, we’d hike up onto the
mountain with our climber tree stands on our
backs, and find the perfect tree, situated right
next to a deer trail, and leave the stand
installed on the tree.
That evening, we’d play Nintendo, eat caramel
popcorn, and make our sandwiches for the next
day. Mine were always mustard, cheese, and
Lebanon sweet bologna on white bread. Then
I’d go to sleep in a sleeping bag on the floor, in
a basement full of snoring men.
The next morning had a stillness and a silence,
mixed with excitement and expectation, that I’ve never experienced anywhere else. We
all got up really early, like 4 AM or something like that, and slipped into our cold
weather clothing, gathered our provisions and arms and other supplies in silence, both
because of our tiredness, but also because there was some sort of sanctity surrounding
“the hunt” which too much talking could burst like a bubble.
Then my brother and I would ride in the pickup with my dad, silently, down the empty
and dark road; turn off into a field, throw it in four-wheel-drive, and park at the edge of
the woods.
Then, still in the pitch black, we’d hike straight up the mountain, trying to retrace our
steps from the day before without being able to see anything, and somehow end up at
our tree stands.
We’d climb up, and we’d wait.
In the darkness.
In the silence.
In the cold.

And we’d wonder, “Am I going to get that long hoped-for shot at a trophy buck today?”
Now the idea of hunting for whitetail deer may not speak to you at all, but I hope you
can get a glimpse of the quiet hopefulness of darkness just before a hunt. In many ways,
that was the situation of Israel in, especially, the 700 years before the coming of Christ.
Things were declining in the kingdom, and the people might wonder, “Does Yahweh
care for His people anymore?
Isaiah 42 gives us a picture of the Hope that comes through faith in the coming “Servant
of God”. And we’ll look at this in terms of Silence (in verses 1-4), Song (in verses
10-13), and Shout (in verses 14-17). These words are purposefully auditory so that you
can physically hear the movement from quietness to loudness!
First, Silence (1-4). The principle here is: “The Messianic Kingdom Comes Quietly”.
A few things to point out in these four verses which are the subject of much debate:
1) Who is the “Servant”? Historically, interpreters have pointed directly to the
Incarnate Jesus Christ. But later, historical-critical and liberal interpreters have
somewhat scoffed at this, insisting that Isaiah refers to Israel as the Servant
(compare 41:8, 49:3, and even 42:19). While it’s true that it’s not as simple as simply
saying “the Servant always equals So-and-So,” the Servant is most fully fulfilled by
Jesus as we see by some of the wording here in this passage. As Princeton professor
JA Alexander says, “This chapter exhibits to our view the Servant of Jehovah, i.e. the
Messiah and his people, as a complex person, and as the messenger or
representative of God among the nations.” In other words, throughout the book of
Isaiah, the Servant = Christ the Head + His People. In our passage, I would argue
that Christ is primarily in view.
2) The ESV translates verse 1: “Behold my servant, whom I uphold, my chosen, in
whom my soul delights…” This word translated “delights” is from the Hebrew word
“( ”ָרצָהratzah) which is usually translated “accepted” or “acceptable”. Almost
without exception, this word is used in the Old Testament in connection with God’s
acceptance of His people and their sacrifices (compare Lev 1:4 and Jer 14:12 for
instance).
3) In verses 3 and 4 we have another connection that gets lost in translation. The ESV
has it thus:
“[3] a bruised [ָ֙רצּוץ, ratzutz] reed he will not break,
and a faintly [כֵהָ֖ה, kehah] burning wick he will not quench;
he will faithfully bring forth justice.
[4] He will not grow faint [֙יִכְהֶה, yikheh] or be discouraged [יָרּ֔וץ, yarutz]
till he has established justice in the earth;
and the coastlands wait for his law.”
Upon first reading, we might miss this, but bruised and discouraged come from the
same word, [ ָרצַץratzatz], and faintly and faint come from the same word, ּכָהָה

[kahah]. So the Servant will not break a broken branch, and He will not be broken.
the Servant will not blow out a dimly burning candle, and He will not be dimmed.
This is all important, for the justice the Servant brings will come gently towards those
who are oppressed. Indeed, the Servant will bear trouble and oppression Himself; He
will surely bear our griefs and carry our sorrows, be pierced for our transgressions and
crushed for our iniquities (Is. 53), but He won’t be finally broken or finally
extinguished. The grave cannot hold Him. He will accomplish what He came to
accomplish!
Second, Song (10-13). The principle here is, “The Messianic People Respond With Joy”.
The “New Song” they sing is a victory song, not necessarily a brand new or original
composition. It is a song sung at a new occasion, for God has accomplished something.
And notice who praises the Lord here, who the Messianic People are:
1.The “ends of the earth”
2. The “coastlands”
3. Villages of “Kedar” (namely, the
deserts of Arabia)
4. Villages of “Sela” (Heb. “rock”, also
a proper name for a place associated
with Edom (see 2 Kgs. 14:7, Jdg. 1:36,
etc.)
Now if you’re sitting in Jerusalem
with Isaiah, notice that those who
praise the Lord are all around you!
The ends of the earth! The sea people,
the desert people, the rocky place
people! The Messianic People are
from the whole world.
Finally, Shout (14-17). The principle
here is “The Messianic Judgment is
Earth-Shattering”. The Servant is not
merely meek, mild, silent, and quiet.
He is a warrior who shouts (vs 13) and
cries out (vs 14) and topples
mountains, dries up vegetation, makes
the seas rush up onto the land, and
dries up ponds and lakes (vss 15-16).
The justice/judgement He brings to
the earth overturns the worldly
orders, for the Servant becomes the
King who reigns over all things.

Communion Meditation:
The Servant of the Lord has come in the Person of Jesus Christ. He lived meekly and
gently towards those He came to save, showing His power in the Silent coming of His
kingdom. But He also lived angrily and justly towards those who opposed Him, such as
the Pharisees and false leaders, showing His authority in the Shout of His judgment.
The Messianic Kingdom Came Quietly, BUT: the Messianic Judgment is EarthShattering.
Nestled in the middle, the Messianic People Respond With Joy. Having seen His work,
and resting in it by faith, we respond with songs of joy, “New Songs” of victory and
celebration!
The ends of the earth sing His praise! Those by the coasts sing His praise! Those in the
deserts and the mountains sing His praise! His kingdom is an everlasting and allencompassing kingdom which Isaiah also tells us will fill the earth as waters the sea!
The Lord has fought for us, and is fighting for us, and sets this table of joy before us, to
communicate to us His saving and persevering grace. We who are at times broken and
dimly-burning, He does not leave to break or burn out, but He feeds us with His own
body and blood, that we may have life in us.
Therefore, all of you who have been united to Jesus Christ through baptism in the Name
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and who, by faith, are members of His body the
church, are invited to dine with Him.
Word of Commission:
Through the work of the Servant of God, justice is going forth to the nations, and His
law to the coastlands. And He uses His People, in union with the Servant Christ, to carry
this out. But if we seek to carry the Gospel to the world by our own strength, we will find
that our efforts are not enough.
Instead, we must go out into the world, full to the brim with praise, and overflowing into
song. As the old song goes, which I’ve no doubt quoted before, “For not with swords’
loud clashing, nor roll of stirring drums” does His kingdom go out. It’s not a kingdom
which wins through earthly power. “But in deeds of love and mercy, the heavenly
kingdom comes.”
The world will see something different when God’s People take what comes their way by
singing. Let us be a people of song, of new song, for God has done something new
among us, by binding together those of one ethnicity with those of another. By calling
forth His praise in places where it never was before heard.
He has won, and through us, He is winning.

