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People of God, undoubtedly you have heard claims for many years now that 
we are living in the End Times. The Last Days are upon us. And the Book 
of Revelation is unfolding before our midst. We have all heard such talk. 
And how could it not be true? I mean, all you have to do is just look around, 
right? Jesus says there would be Wars and rumors of wars, nation against 
nation, earthquakes and famine in various places. That is clearly talking 
about our day isn’t it?  

The events of current history and the signs of our times have been 
interpreted time and again as if the end of the world is going to happen at 
any moment. And yet, here we are still. Every prophecy expert has been 
wrong.  

End Times speculation is nothing new however. Christians have been 
sensationalized by the prospect of the end of the world almost in every 
generation since this prophecy was given. There has been an unhealthy 
fascination with it, and especially with trying to discern the timing of it, 
despite the fact that Jesus said no man knowns the day or the hour.  

That of course did not stop Harold Camping. He taught that the world was 
going to end in Sept. 1994. When that didn’t happen, he had to recalculate 
and came to the date of May 21, 2011. When that didn’t happen, he 
pushed it out to Oct. 21, 2011. One of his followers did some of his own 
calculating and came to some date in 2015.  

Harold Camping is by no means the only one who predicted the end of the 
world. There was the man who wrote the book, 88 reasons why the rapture 
would happen in 1988. Only to then follow it up with a book predicting it 
would happen in 1989. He of course went on to write 2 more books, 23 
reasons why the rapture will happen in 1993, and another one prophecying 
a global nuclear war that would incinerate the earth in 1994.  

And lest we only look to Christians, how could we forget that there were 
those who tried to decipher the Mayan Calendar, and who came to the 
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belief that the end of the world would happen in Dec. 2012. And yet, we 
are here still. 

THE BEGINNING OF THE WORLD IS NEAR 

Perhaps the reason we are still here, people of God, is because, while many 
Christians thought Jesus was talking about the end, he was actually talking 
about the beginning. Jesus specifically says in Mark 13:7, that there will be 
wars and rumors of wars and nation against nation. Do not be alarmed. This must 
take place, but the end is not yet. Then he says in verse 8, adding in 
earthquakes and famines, that these are the beginning of birth pains.  

Now Mom’s, maybe you can help me out here. But birth pains usually 
indicate that someone is about to be born. Usually, right? Birth pains are 
the signs that the beginning of a life is about to happen. And Jesus says, 
when you see the these things do not be alarmed, the end is not yet. It is 
the beginning of birth pains. 

But we are told time and time again, that we are to be alarmed, the signs 
Jesus speaks about are indications that the end is upon us. But Jesus says 
the opposite. Do not be alarmed, the end is not yet, it is the beginning. 

You see People of God, the time from the crucifixion to when the temple 
in Jerusalem was destroyed in 70 AD was a time of transition. Yes, the Old 
Covenant was coming to an end, but Jesus and the scriptures place the 
emphasis on the birth of the New Covenant, as well as the ending of the 
OC. The NC was coming into its fullness, and the Old was passing away. 
This is what Paul was speaking about in Hebrews when he says in Heb. 8:13 
– “In speaking of a new covenant, he makes the first one obsolete. And yet, what is 
becoming obsolete and growing old is ready to vanish away.”  

The Olivet Discourse is Jesus’ prophetic predictions found in Matthew 24, 
Mark 13, and Luke 21 about the vanishing away of the old covenant. And 
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when the old vanishes, there is a New Covenant, and it is this NC that Jesus 
speaks of when he says, it is the beginning of birth pains.   

Now John’s Gospel does not have an Olivet Discourse, and that is because 
John wrote a whole book about it – The Book of Revelation. Revelation 
deals with any of the same themes but in symbolic language and imagery. 
He is describing the end of the OC and the beginning of the NC, which all 
took place during the 40 years time frame from when Jesus died, 
resurrected and ascended, and to the destruction of the Temple in 
Jerusalem in 70 AD.  

Now if more people understood that this was what was going on in the New 
Testament then people would not think the world was going to end every 
time someone sneezed in the middle east.  

CONTEXT 

Now, the first thing a Bible student is taught about how to interpret the 
Bible is this: Context is King. Context, context, context. What is going on 
in the surrounding passages, how does the passage you are reading fit in 
within the book you are reading. How does it fit in with the rest of the 
Bible? How does it fit in with the historical situation? 

Well, in order to understand the Olivet Discourse in Mark’s gospel, we 
need to understand some context. And what have we seen in just the past 
2 chapters of Mark? Jesus over and over and over again, foretelling the 
coming destruction of the temple. He cursed the fig tree, he overturned the 
tables of the money changers, putting a stop to the temple sacrifices. He 
told parables; the Jewish leaders themselves even understood that Jesus 
spoke these things about them. The context of Mark 13 is clear – Jesus has 
been passing judgment upon the Temple in Jerusalem that existed in is day 
the whole time leading up to Mark 13. 

AUDIENCE 
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Jesus even says to his disciples who were looking at the massive stones of 
the temple, and their great buildings, “Do you see these great buildings? There 
will not be left here one stone upon another that will not be thrown down.” 

Jesus is talking to His disciples about the temple they are looking at, and he 
says it will be destroyed. 

Then the disciples asks him, when will these things be and what will be the sign 
when all these things are about to be accomplished? Clearly, the disciples want 
to know about when the temple in Jerusalem that they are looking at, that 
Jesus just prophesied of its destruction, when that will happen, and what 
will be the signs that indicate the temple’s destruction is about to be 
accomplished. 

So Jesus tells them, “See that no one leads you astray. And when you hear of 
wars and rumors of wars. They will deliver you over to councils to be beaten. You 
will stand before kings. You will be brought to trial.  

The signs that are to happen which will indicate when these things take 
place will happen to the disciples. This is how they will know. 

THIS GENERATION 

Jesus also says in v. 30, to make it more clear who he is talking to, and when 
the events he is talking about will take place, he says, “Truly I say to you this 
generation will not pass away until all these things take place.” THIS Generation. 
Who is THIS generation? The Generation to whom Jesus was speaking, of 
course.  

In Greek, there are words known as near demonstratives, and far 
demonstratives. A Near demonstrative is the word THIS. In Greek you 
would says, οὗτος.  If you speak about THIS thing, the word THIS 
indicates that the thing is near to you, in space or time, or if used in 
reference to something previously mentioned in the sentence. Either way, 
the word THIS refers to something near.  
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If you use the word THAT, ἐκεῖνος it would indicate that the thing is far 

from you, in space or time. Something yonder.  

So, when Jesus speaks about all these things coming upon this generation, 
given the context, the people he is speaking to, and the grammar he uses, 
it would make total sense to understand that the generation to which Jesus 
was referring was the generation that was nearest to him, which would be 
his own generation. Jesus was speaking to his disciples and telling them 
what would come upon their generation. The signs would be seen by them, 
the disciples. So, everything in the context of Mark tells us when these 
events took place. 

LITERAL OR SYMBOLIC LANGUAGE 

Now one of the reasons prophetic prognosticators think that THIS means 
THAT, is because Jesus uses cosmic language to describe the events he is 
talking about, and so they think that Jesus is speaking literally and not 
symbolically when he says in v. 24, “In those day, after that tribulation, the sun 
will be darkened, the moon will not give its light, the stars will be falling from heaven, 
and the power of heavens will shaken.” Since the stars have not fallen from 
heaven, clearly this event has not taken place, right? With language such as 
this, Jesus is talking about the undoing of the physical universe, right? 

Now if you have determined beforehand to interpret this passage in a literal 
way, then I could understand how you could come to that position that 
Jesus is talking about the end of the physical cosmos.   

But scripture interprets scripture, and Jesus is quoting scripture here when 
he says this. He is actually quoting from Isa 13, which is a prophecy against 
ancient Babylon.  

9Behold, the Day of the LORD is coming— 
cruel, with fury and burning anger— 

to make the earth a desolation 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/13-9.htm
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and to destroy the sinners within it. 
10For the stars of heaven and their constellations 

will not give their light. 
The rising sun will be darkened, 

and the moon will not give its light. 
11I will punish the world for its evil 

and the wicked for their iniquity. 

13Therefore I will make the heavens tremble, 
and the earth will be shaken from its place 

at the wrath of the LORD of Hosts 
on the day of His burning anger. 

 

Now were these prophecies against Babylon fulfilled literally? We would 
have to say no. Because if it was fulfilled literally, then the world ended 
back then around 500 BC. And yet, we are here still. 

Now, Isa. 13 teaches us is that God and Christ use cosmic de-creation 
language to describe temporal judgments upon nations. God spoke that 
way about Babylon in the OT, and Jesus speaks that way about Jerusalem 
in the NT. And John tells us that Jerusalem is Mystery Babylon 

And so, when we look at Mark’s gospel and we observe its context, the 
audience, the grammar, and the scriptural allusions and quotations, we are 
on the most solid exegetical grounds to understand that everything Jesus is 
talking about happened during the lifetime of his first disciples, and are 
not about to take place in our lifetime. 

HISTORICAL FULFILLMENT 

Let us now consider in a bit more detail how those signs of the beginning 
came upon THAT generation. 

https://biblehub.com/isaiah/13-10.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/13-11.htm
https://biblehub.com/isaiah/13-13.htm
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The first sign Jesus warns about is false Christ’s. “See that no one leads you 
astray. Many will come in my name saying, I am he, and they will lead many 
astray.” 

In Acts 8:9-11 the disciples encounter oner such false Christ, Simon the 
Magician. He was called “The Great Power of God.” Now while Scripture 
gives us only that little bit, later church fathers and historians tell us a bit 
more about Simon Magus. Jerome quotes Simon Magus as saying, “I am 
the Word of God, I am the Comforter, I am Almighty, I am all there is of 
God.” 

Ireneus tells how Simon Magus claimed to be the Son of God and the 
Creator of Angels. 

Eusebius said, “Simon…performed many magic rites by the operation of 
demons, was considered a god, in your imperial city of Rome, and was 
honored by you with a statue as a god, in the River Tiber – (on a island) 
between two bridges, having the superscriptions in Latin, Simoni Deo Sancto, 
which is, To Simon, the Holy God; and nearly all the Saratians, a few also 
of other nations, worship him, confessing him as the supreme God.” 

So according to scripture and early historians, Simon the Magician qualifies 
as one such false Christ. 

In Acts 21:38 one of the Tribune officers asked Paul if he was the Egyptian 
that recently stirred up a revolt and led 4000 men of the Assassins out into 
the wilderness.” Now remember, The Jews believed the Messiah was going 
to be this great military leader so it would not have been too far from the 
common thought of the day for the people to be looking for a Messiah to 
lead a group of Assassins into the wilderness to help overthrow Rome. 

According to Josephus there was another man named, Dositheus, a 
Saratian – he “pretended that he was the lawgiver prophesied by Moses.” 



8 
 

Time prohibits me from naming more, but suffice it say that during those 
40 years “there were so many imposters preying upon the gullibility of the 
people that under the procuratorship of Felix, it was said, “many of them 
were apprehended and killed every day. They seduced a great number of 
the people still expecting the Messiah.” 

WARS AND RUMORS OF WARS, NATION AGAINST NATION, 
KINGDOM AGAINST KINGDOM 

In the Annals of Tacitus, which covered the period from 14 AD to the 
death of Nero in 68 AD, he described the tumult of the period with phrases 
like, “disturbances in Germany,” “commotions in Africa,” “commotions in 
Thrace,” insurrections in Gaul,” “intrigues among the Parthians,” “the war 
in Britain,” and the “the war in Armenia.” During that time, wars were 
fought from one end of the empire to the other. Josephus wrote that 
Roman civil wars were so common in the empire that there was no need to 
write about them in great detail, because everyone already knew so much 
about them. 

EARTHQUAKES 

There were two earthquakes mentioned by Matthew – when Jesus was 
crucified (Mt. 26:54) and when Jesus resurrected there was a severe 
earthquake (28:2). Acts 16:26 records a great earthquake that shook the 
foundations of the prison house. According to ancient historians there 
were earthquakes in Crete, Smyrna, Miletus, Chios, Samos, Laodicea, 
Hierapolis, Colosse, Campania, Rome, and Judea during those years.  

Pompeii, was also damaged by an earthquake on Feb. 5th 63, only to have 
Mt. Vesuvius explode in a volcanic eruption in 79 AD.  

So staggering were the number and severity of earthquakes during this time, 
that Josephus describes one such earthquake in Judea of such magnitude 
“that the constitution of the universe was confounded for the destruction 
of men.” He even said that that earthquake was no common earthquake 
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was brought about by God for a special purpose. One commentator wrote 
“Perhaps no period in the world’s history has ever been so marked by these 
convulsions as that which intervenes between the crucifixion and the 
destruction of Jerusalem. 

FAMINES 

Jesus also warns of Famines: Acts 11:27-29 records that a prophet named 
Agabus indicated by the Spirit that there would be a great famine over the 
world (The world referred to there is the inhabited world of the Roman 
Empire. It is called the Oikumene). And this famine took place during the 
reign of Claudius.  

The famine was so great that the church in Corinth participated in relief 
efforts (1 Cor. 16:1-5; Rom. 15:25-28). Tacitus reported that in the year 51 
AD in Rome, “This year witnessed many prodigies (signs, or 
omens)…including repeated earthquakes…Further portents were seen in a 
shortage of corn, resulting in famine…It was further established there were 
no more than fifteen days food supply in the city of Rome. Only Heaven’s 
special favor and a mild winter prevented catastrophe.” Tacitus even fondly 
remembered the days when Italy “once exported food for the army in the 
distant provinces!” 

Now we know that the number one contributor to famine is war. Josephus 
reports the miserable famine conditions brought about by the siege of 
Jerusalem by Titus. The siege stopped the people from leaving the city and 
provisions from entering. “Then did the famine widen its progress, and devoured 
the people by whole houses and families; the upper rooms were filled with women 
and children that were dying by famine; and the lanes of the city were full of the 
dead bodies of the aged; the children also and the young men wandered about in the 
market places as shadows, all swelled with famine, and fell down dead wheresoever 
misery seized them.” 

CHIRST THE EXAMPLE 
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So Jesus tells the disciples that the signs they themselves will see happening 
around them in the world will indicate that the temple is about to be 
destroyed. But then Jesus tells them of the signs that will happen directly 
to them.  

And here we see “another crucial dimension to Jesus’ prophecy, one that 
helps us to see the depth of what Jesus is predicting. Jesus is talking about 
the destruction of the temple, but Jesus Himself is the temple. Jesus’ 
prediction of the temple thus foreshadows His own arrest, sufferings, and 
death. Jesus predicts that the Jews will deliver the apostles to the courts 
(13:9); but first Jesus is delivered to the courts (14:53ff). Jesus predicts that 
the apostles will be “flogged in the synagogues” (13:9) but first Jesus is 
flogged (15:5). Jesus warns that they will stand before governors and kings 
to testify (13:9) but first Jesus stands before Pilate the Governor, and before 
King Herod. Jesus tells the apostles to leave their cloaks behind them when 
they flee the city (13:16); in Gethsemane, a young man flees without his 
cloak (14:51-52). Jesus predicts tribulation for his disciples, and he himself 
suffers tribulation, sorrow, and pain.”1 

“Now what does Mark accomplish by making sure we see these two 
accounts in light of each other? The Olivet Discourse has two main points: 
1: To exhort the disciples to be faithful in their callings and to persevere 
despite the upheavals in the world around them, and despite the 
persecution that they themselves will receive, and 2. To assure and warn 
them that God’s judgment is going to fall on Jerusalem and the Temple.2  

Jesus then is shown to be the true and original apostle called by God to be 
faithful in the face of persecution and death. Jesus never calls on the 
disciples to do anything that He hasn’t done first.  

 
1 Peter Leithart, The Four, pg. 171 
22 Mark Horne, The Victory According to Mark, 167. 
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But more than that, He is shown to be the true Temple of Israel who is 
destroyed and who is raised up, so His people would find refuge in the 
temple of Christ’s Body, and not the temple that is built with hands.  

APPLICATION 

You see People of God, although this passage is not about the end of the 
physical world, in our day, there are some principles that we can and ought 
to apply to ourselves today. For example, there are always disturbances and 
wars and conspiracies and political intrigue and natural disasters in every 
age. And yes, we know a bit about that in our own day as well. But the end 
of the world is not in our future.  

Sure, maybe America might come crashing down as a nation, maybe its 
institutions and powers, and economy, will fall. But the world will continue 
on.  

And since we are citizens of another kingdom, and since we are the True 
Temple of God, made up of Christ’s Body, the True Body Politic of God, 
we need to be faithful to the Gospel of Christ first and foremost, even in 
the face of tribulations around us, and especially when being faithful to 
Jesus leads to persecutions and sufferings and maybe even death.   

Christ endured to the end, and he was raised from the dead and lives 
forever. His Apostle’s were likewise faithful unto the end, and they too now 
live forever. And we too, when we are being called upon in our day to be 
faithful witnesses of Christ, even unto death. In an age such as ours, during 
a time when over the next 40 years we will see increasing tribulation and 
turmoil and hated for Christ, be on your guard, you will be hated for 
Christ’s sake too.  

If we are faithful to Him when all the powers of the governors and kings 
and is against us, if we are faithful to Christ even to the point of death, we 
will be saved. Our refuge is in Christ, and in the Temple of His Body, not 
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in a dying nation or its corrupt institutions. And just as he died and rose 
again, so too will he raise us to life with him.  

So be on your guard People of God. Do not be deceived, the end is not yet. 
These are just birth pains. But these tribulations will test you to see where 
your allegiance lies. That is where we are at in our time. Will you be faithful 
to Christ, as the Apostle’s were. Such faithfulness could bring about 
tribulation and suffering and persecution. But the comfort of this week’s 
message is, that when you suffer for the Gospel and when you persevere to 
the end, you will be saved. Amen. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


