What Happened After the Close of the OT Until the Birth of Jesus

BETWEEN
MALACHI & MATTHEW

Roman Empire

DISCONTINUITIES FROM THE OT
Pharisees
Sadducees
Herods/Herodians (Mt 2:1, 22:16; Mk 3:6, 12:13)
Rome/Caesars or Emperors (Augustus, Tiberius)
NT Written in Greek

WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE
CREATION FALL FLOOD NATIONS
4000 YEARS AGO UR PERSIAN GULF
SALT (SARAH ABRAHAM LOT TERAH)
TIGRIS-EUPHRATES HARAN-TERAH DIES
SEA OF GALILEE JORDAN RIVER
DEAD SEA MEDITERRANEAN ISRAEL
ISHMAEL-ISAAC ESAU-JACOB
JOSEPH-EGYPT JEWS-EGYPT

WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE
400 YEARS-BONDAGE
MOSES “LET MY PEOPLE GOD” “NO”
10 PLAGUES PASSOVER RED SEA
MOUNT SINAI LAW TABERNACLE
LEVITES AND PRIESTS OFFERINGS AND FEASTS
COUNTING THE FACES KADESH-OASIS
12 SPIES WANDERS-DIES MOAB

WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE
MOSES SECOND LAW DIES
JOSHUA JORDAN JERICHO
DIVIDE-CONQUER SOUTH-NORTH DIVIDE-SETTLE
12 TRIBES
JUDGES-400 YEARS
DEBORAH GIDEON SAMSON
“EVERYONE DID WHAT WAS RIGHT...” EXCEPT RUTH AND SAMUEL
UNITED KINGDOM 120 YEARS SAUL-”NO HEART” DAVID “WHOLE HEART”
SOLOMON “HALF HEART”

WALK THROUGH THE BIBLE
DIVIDED KINGDOM 400 YEARS NORTH-SOUTH ISRAEL-JUDAH 19-20 0-8
PROPHETS SPEAK “SHAPE UP OR SHIP OUT” ASSYRIA-ISRAEL-SCATTER
BABYLONIA-JUDAH-EXILE
70 YEARS PERSIA-JUDAH-RETURN
ZERUBBABEL-TEMPLE ESTHER-QUEEN EZRA-PEOPLE
NEHEMIAH-WALLS
400 YEARS-SILENCE CHRIST

FOUR EMPIRES: DANIEL 2
Daniel 2:32–33 - The
head of that statue was of
fine gold, its chest and
arms of silver, its middle
and thighs of bronze, 33
its legs of iron, its feet
partly of iron and partly of
clay.

FOUR EMPIRES: DANIEL 7
Daniel 7:3–8 - … four great beasts
came up out of the sea, different
from one another. 4 The first was
like a lion and had eagles’ wings. . . .
a second one, that looked like a
bear. . . another appeared, like a
leopard . . . four wings of a bird on its
back and four heads; and dominion
was given to it. . . . a fourth beast,
terrifying and dreadful and
exceedingly strong.”

DANIEL 11
Daniel 11:1–4 - And in the first year of Darius the Mede, I stood to strengthen him
and to provide protection for him.) 2 Now I will tell you the truth. “Three more
kings will arise for Persia.
Then a fourth king will be unusually rich, more so than all who preceded him.
When he has amassed power through his riches, he will stir up everyone against
the kingdom of Greece. 3 Then a powerful king will arise, exercising great
authority and doing as he pleases. 4 Shortly after his rise to power, his kingdom
will be broken up and distributed toward the four winds of the sky —but not to
his posterity or with the authority he exercised, for his kingdom will be uprooted
and distributed to others besides these.

DANIEL 11
Daniel 11:5–6 - “Then the king of the south and one of his subordinates will grow strong.
His subordinate will resist him and will rule a kingdom greater than his. 6 After some
years have passed, they will form an alliance.
Daniel 11:11 - “Then the king of the south will be enraged and will march out to fight
against the king of the north, who will also muster a large army, but that army will be
delivered into his hand.
Daniel 11:14–15 - “In those times many will oppose the king of the south. Those who are
violent among your own people will rise up in confirmation of the vision, but they will
falter. 15 Then the king of the north will advance and will build siege mounds and
capture a well-fortified city.

DANIEL 11: INTERTESTAMENTAL
The next four kings of Persia, the coming of Alexander, and the fracturing of
the latter's kingdom (11:1-4).
Wars between North and South (vv. 5-19),
Antiochus Epiphanes, the first Little Horn (vv. 20-35).
The Willful King, the second Little Horn, who is Herod the Great (vv. 36-45).
At the time of Herod, Michael will arise, many will be raised to life again, and
a great tribulation (a reference to the events leading down to AD 70) (12:1-3).

GEOGRAPHICAL WORLD EMPIRES

DANIEL 11
Wars between North and South (vv. 5-19) and Antiochus Epiphanes, the first
Little Horn (vv. 20-35).
Ptolemy I Soter (322-285) became strong, as did one of his lieutenants,
Seleucus. Seleucus had been given the satrapy of Babylonian in 321, but was
forced to flee to Egypt when Antigonus took it from him. Ptolemy made him a
general, and Seleucus recovered his land in 312, becoming Seleucus I Nicator
("the Conqueror") (312- 280). Syria became much stronger and bigger than
Egypt, the biggest of the post- Alexandrian empires. But Egypt controlled
Palestine, and this became a bone of contention, as the subsequent history
demonstrates.
By 198 B.C. the Seleucids won Palestine from the Ptolemies. They imposed
Greek culture on the Jews and Antiochus IV (ca. 215-164 B.C.), king of Syria
(175-164 B.C.) imposed paganism at the Temple in Jerusalem. He was called
Antiochus “Epiphanes,” or Antiochus “God Revealed,” but the Jews nicknamed
him Antiochus “Epimanes,” or Antiochus “the Mad.”

DANIEL 11
Antiochus Epiphanes IV (Syrian) vs Egypt vs Judea
When he conquered Jerusalem, he set up an image in the temple, encouraged Greek soldiers
to fornicate in the temple. He forbade circumcision, keeping the Sabbath, and possessing the
Scriptures. He persecuted the Jews in many ways, but most notably, he sacrificed pigs to
Zeus on the altar of the temple in Jerusalem. Josephus the Jewish historian recounts this.
And when the king had built an idol altar upon God's altar, he slew swine upon it, and so
offered a sacrifice neither according to the Law, nor the Jewish religious worship in that
country. He also compelled them to forsake the worship which they paid their own God, and
to adore those whom he took to be gods; and made them build temples, and raise idol altars in
every city and village, and offer swine upon them every day. (Josephus Antiquities,
12:253-254)
Josephus said that this fulfilled the prophecy of Daniel of the “abomination that makes
desolate” (Daniel 11:31, the “little horn” of Daniel 8:8, 11:20-35.). Please note this language is
seen in Daniel 9's “seventy weeks” which refers to the events surrounding A.D. 70. Many
confuse Daniel 11:31 and 12:11 (which refers to the “abomination of desolation”) with Jesus’
reference to a future desolation. Jesus is referring to a future event (to 70 A.D.), but chapter 11
refers to the Antiochus episode. The relationship is like Antiochus, Herod, and Nero (the type
of Antichrist). Antiochus’ desolation is like the A.D. 70 desolation. So says, Josephus.

DANIEL 11
Antiochus Epiphanes IV (Syrian) vs Egypt vs Judea
The Jewish man led a rebellion: Yehudah HaMakabi, the third son
of Mattathias the Hasmonean, a Jewish priest. Judas became
known as “the hammer” (Judas Maccabaeus). Antiochus was
defeated and temple worship was restored (164 BC). This became
an annual celebration known as the Feast of Dedication or the
Festival of Lights, Hanukkah. Jesus attended this feast (John
10:22).
The Maccabean revolt seems to fulfill Daniel 11:35: Daniel 11:34–
35 - “Now when they fall they will be granted a little help, and
many will join with them in hypocrisy. 35 “Some of those who have
insight will fall, in order to refine, purge and make them pure until
the end time; because it is still to come at the appointed time.”

INTERTESTAMENTAL LITERATURE
The Apocrapha (used by Roman Catholics, some Anglicans, and Lutherans)
Tobit, Judith, 1 Maccabees and 2 Maccabees, Wisdom, Sirach, Baruch
Expanded List from the original KJV: 1 Esdras (Vulgate 3 Esdras), 2 Esdras
(Vulgate 4 Esdras), Rest of Esther (Vulgate Esther 10:4 – 16:24), Wisdom,
Ecclesiasticus (also known as Sirach), Baruch and the Epistle of Jeremy
("Jeremiah" in Geneva) (all part of Vulgate Baruch), Song of the Three Children
(Vulgate Daniel 3:24–90), Story of Susanna (Vulgate Daniel 13), The Idol Bel
and the Dragon (Vulgate Daniel 14), Prayer of Manasseh (Daniel)
Included in the original Geneva Bible but, ”were not received by a common
consent to be read and expounded publicly in the Church," and did not serve
"to prove any point of Christian religion save in so much as they had the
consent of the other scriptures called canonical to confirm the same” (WIKI).

INTERTESTAMENTAL LITERATURE
The Psuedopidagrapha (False Attributions) of the Interestamental
Period
Some of these may have been written into the first century (AD)
Esdras, Bel and the Dragon, The Book of Enoch , The Secrets of
Enoch, The Apocalypse of Baruch , The Rest of the Words of Baruch
, The Assumption of Moses , A Revelation of Moses, The Testament
of Adam , The Book of Jubilees - Genesis retold, The Testament of
Abraham , The Testament of Isaac, The Testament of Jacob, The
Apocalypse of Abraham, The Prophecy of Jeremiah , The
Ascension of Isaiah , The Apocalypse of Elijah, The Apocalypse of
Zephaniah, The Apocalypse of Ezra, The Sibylline Oracles

INTERTESTAMENTAL LITERATURE
Wisdom of Solomon, or Wisdom
A devout work by an orthodox Alexandrian Jew.
Sounds like Proverbs
Also Called: Ecclesiasticus, or the Wisdom of Ben Sirach, or Sirach
Some parts used in Christian Hymnody

INTERTESTAMENTAL LITERATURE
Ecclesiasticus/Sirach 50:22–24: And now bless the God of all, who in every way
does great things; Who exalts our days from birth, and deals with us according to
His mercy. May He give us gladness of heart, and grant that peace may be in our
days in Israel, as in the days of old. May He entrust us to His mercy. And let Him
deliver us all our days.
Now thank we all our God with heart and hands and voices, who wondrous things
has done, in whom his world rejoices; who from our mothers' arms has blessed us on
our way with countless gifts of love, and still is ours today.
O may this bounteous God through all our life be near us, with ever joyful hearts and
blessed peace to cheer us, to keep us in his grace, and guide us when perplexed,
and free us from all ills of this world in the next.

