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People of God, today the Advent season begins, which marks the beginning 
of the New Year in the Church Calendar. In Advent the Church reflects 
upon the themes of readiness and preparation for the coming, or Advent, 
of the Messiah into the world to save us from our sins and from our 
enemies.  

However, we do not only look expectantly at the First Coming and 
Incarnation of the Son of God, but we use this time to also look forward 
to when He will come again, to judge the quick and the dead at the end of 
history. And so, our Scripture readings will often focus on such themes as 
the judgment to come, and the necessity of the soul’s preparation for that 
great day.  

Now, I am aware that over the past three weeks we have already  emphasized 
these themes of readiness and judgment in Matthew 25. And I realize that 
it might seem redundant to you for us to talk all the more about the second 
coming and judgment of Christ again. And I can understand that. I have 
no desire to over burden you with the dread judgment of God. 

But I do want you to also understand where I am coming from. I want to 
continue in our series in Mark, so that maybe by the end of the year we 
might be finished in this book. And as I considered where we were in Mark, 
and as I considered the themes of Advent, I thought I might as well kill two 
birds with one stone.  

So during the next 4 weeks we will be looking at the Mark’s Olivet 
discourse, which is Jesus’ prophecy about the end of the Old Covenant and 
the destruction of the temple.  

But what I would like to do with this series of sermons in Mark  during 
Advent is to provide messages of comfort, in the midst of judgment for the 
wicked. 
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As I said, Advent is meant to be a time of anticipation of the coming of the 
Christ to save His people, and to defeat His enemies. So we are going to 
aim towards that. 

In todays Gospel lesson we heard the story about the poor widow. The story 
of the widows offering is widely misunderstood. Usually the preacher 
teaches about the nature of sacrificial giving. Afterall, this poor widow has 
given all that she had, and out of her poverty she gave more than those who 
gave out of their abundance. And so, folks normally come away from such 
a sermon with this great sense of guilt that they are not being faithful to 
God and are not living sacrificially because they are not giving over their 
life savings. Or something like that.  

However, this story is not about the positive example of the sacrificial giving 
of the widow. Rather, this is a story about the corruption of the temple 
leadership as they seek to enrich themselves at the expense of poor widows. 
It is not the widows giving that is highlighted. It is the temple leaderships 
exploitation of the poor widow that is highlighted.  

Remember what has been happening in Mark. In chapter 11 was the 
Triumphal entry, where Jesus rode into the temple on donkey, and when 
he came into the temple and inspected it, and left. He went outside, cursed 
the fig tree, which is symbolic of the cursing of the temple. Remember also 
the Jesus said the temple was a den of insurrectionists, and by overturning 
the tables of the money changers he was putting a stop to the sacrificial 
system for the day, which was his way of acting out the prophecy of the 
temples coming destruction and the end to the sacrificial system. 

Then, chief priests and the scribes were seeking a way to destroy him. It is 
interesting that Mark uses that word “destroy”, because as the leadership 
plots how to destroy Jesus, their own plotting and their sins will lead to 
Jesus’ own announcement they will be destroyed. And when their plan 
eventually leads to Jesus, the true temple, being destroyed, their own 
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destruction will be sealed, and the new temple will be built upon the 
rejected cornerstone. 

Jesus basically teaches this very thing in the parable of the Tenants and 
wherein the leadership perceived that Jesus told the parable about them. 
Remember He said, “what will the owner of the vineyard do to those who killed 
his servants and his own son? He will come and destroy those tenants and give the 
vineyard to others.”  

Then he says,  

“The stone that the builders rejected 
has become the cornerstone.” 

 
And now at the end of chapter 12, after Jesus has been evading the traps 
they have setting in order to destroy him, Jesus lays the final nail in the 
coffin for the temple and her leadership. 

So he warns his disciples against the Scribe’s pride, self-importance, and 
hypocrisy saying: 

“Beware of the scribes, who like to walk around in long robes and like greetings in 
the market places and have the best seats in the synagogue and the places of honor 
at feasts, who devour widows houses and for a pretense make long prayers. They will 
receive the greater condemnation.” 

Now from what Jesus just said, what is it that stands out the most? What is 
the grave sin the scribes commit? They devour widow’s houses.  

Then Jesus, as if to prove his point, goes and sits down across from the 
treasury where the people put money into the offering box and watches. 
And he sees many rich people put in large sums of money. But he also sees 
a poor widow who came and put in two copper coins, which makes a penny.  

And he calls his disciples to him and says, “Truly I say to you this widow has 
put in more than all those who are contributing to the offering box. For they all 
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contributed out of their abundance, but she out of her poverty has put in everything 
she had, all she had to live on.” 

And then they leave the temple, one of his disciples said to him, “Look 
Teacher, what wonderful stones and what wonderful buildings! And Jesus said to 
him, “Do you see these great buildings? There will not be left here one stone upon 
another that will not be thrown down.” 

Now if you are a careful reader of the scriptures you will see that the 
exploitation and plundering of widows by the scribes, the poor widow 
offering of all that she has, is what leads Jesus to condemn the temple and 
to prophesy of its future destruction.  

Don’t let the chapter breaks and the section headings in your bible prevent 
you from seeing the flow and continuity of the story. These are not 
unrelated topics like dictionary entries. This is a story. And the way Mark 
tells his story is by way of allusion. He assumes you know your Bible and 
that you will see the connections. He doesn’t spell things out for us. 

So then, why is devouring widows houses result in their condemnation and 
the destruction of the temple? Because God in the Old Covenant Scriptures 
warns against the mistreatment of widows, and threatens great calamity 
upon those that do. 

Now there are many verses that describes God’s love and care for the 
widow, but I am only going to give you the highlights so you see exactly how 
the exploitation of widows leads the destruction of the temple. 

Ex. 22:22 – 24: 22 You shall not mistreat any widow or fatherless child. 23 If you do 
mistreat them, and they cry out to me, I will surely hear their cry, 24 and my wrath 
will burn, and I will kill you with the sword, and your wives shall become widows 
and your children fatherless. 
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Psalm 146:9 - The LORD watches over the sojourners; he upholds the widow and 
the fatherless, but the way of the wicked he brings to ruin. 

Prov. 15:25 - The LORD tears down the house of the proud but maintains 
the widow's boundaries. 

Jesus is watching over the widow as she gives her money. He is seeing that 
they are mistreating her by taking her last bit of money, everything she had 
live on, and so what does Jesus do? He promises to tear down the house of 
the proud who have been devouring the house of the widow. 

Jesus warns against the pride of the scribes who obsess over their self-
importance by wearing long robes. There is nothing wrong with long robes 
per se. God specifically told the Priests they were to wear robes. But this is 
something different. They are specifically setting themselves up as better 
then the rest of the people in the way they dress. They are long flashy and 
expensive robes. They are designed to be noticed and to make those who 
see them in those robes have a sense of reverence towards them. It was what 
we might call today, a form of “Virtue Signaling.” It set them up as the 
important shiny people of Israel, and it created a boundary between the 
leadership and the people.  

This is also seen in the fact that they love to receive greetings on the 
marketplaces. This is not some just saying Hi. These are great big, loud, 
greetings that get every one’s attention. “Greeting Rabbi Ben Levi, Father 
of the Faithful!” “Greetings back to you Rabbi Ben Mordecai, Teacher of 
God’s people.” Something like that. They greet each other in this way, 
training the people to greet them in this way, which makes them seem more 
important then they are. Which is why Jesus teaches his disciples that they 
should not call each other Teacher and Father, but Brothers. The emphasis 
is to be on humility. But the scribes are proud and vain and full of 
themselves. 
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They love to make a big deal about themselves and their titles, they love the 
recognition. So they sit in the best seats in the synagogues and in the places 
of honor at feasts. They love to be noticed by the people and they love to 
be treated as above the ordinary people. 

But it is these narcissistic and self-important people that devour widows’ 
houses, instead of protecting them, as they ought. But, in order to mask the 
reality that they are wolves in shepherds clothing, they make long prayers 
and act real religious and pious in front of the people. They put on a front 
of religiosity, and use that to cover the fact that they are wicked people.  

Jesus is talking about hypocrisy. The Scribes put on the mask of faithfulness 
to God and of holiness by making long drawn out prayers making people 
think they are super holy, they wear special clothing that sets them apart 
from the commoner, but in reality, these are some of the worse people in 
Israel and they are the reason Israel is going to be judged. 

God wanted his shepherds to care for the sheep. But these Religious 
hypocrites use their nice clothes and fancy titles and positions of power, 
privilege, prestige, and their prayers to do the most unthinkable thing, to 
feed on the sheep. They exploit poor widows out of their life savings. 

So as we follow Jesus in Mark’s gospel what we are seeing is that the Lord’s 
argument with the temple leadership culminates in him exposing their 
utter hypocrisy at every turn. And the last straw on the camels back, the last 
nail in the coffin, is he exploitation and oppress of this poor widow. While 
this poor widow is getting poorer, the scribes are getting richer and richer 
off of her, the very person they are supposed to be serving and helping. 

And so, Jesus is angry about this. These men should have been surrogate 
husbands for her to provide for her and to protect her. But they are not. 
These men have been put in the position of leadership in order to protect 
this widow, but instead, they are using their position of power to their own 
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advantage to abuse and exploit helpless widows. And this will only lead to 
one thing. The Lord’s resolve to destroy their wicked house. 

So Jesus leaves the temple, never to return. This is like when the Glory of 
God departed from the temple in Ezekiel 10 to go and be with the faithful 
in exile. So Jesus departs from the temple, to go into exile on the cross. As 
Hebrews 13 says:  

12 So Jesus also suffered outside the gate in order to sanctify the people through his 
own blood. 13 Therefore let us go to him outside the camp and bear the reproach he 
endured. 14 For here we have no lasting city, but we seek the city that is to come.  

The people are not going to be sanctified by the blood of the temple 
sacrifices anymore. We can only be sanctified through the blood of Jesus 
who departed the temple to suffer outside the camp in exile from the 
corrupt wicked temple establishment, in order to build a new temple from 
his own body. 

And that is exactly what is happening in Mark. He is showing the total 
corruption and deserved destruction of the temple, in order to bring about 
the new temple in Jesus’ body. And so, we are to flee from the corrupt city 
of destruction that devours widows, for here we have no lasting city, but we 
are to seek the city that is to come, and join ourselves to the Bridegroom, 
and become the Bride of Christ, the New and Heavenly Jerusalem. 

And what does the Lord then say to his beloved bride who was once a poor 
widow? Rev. 21:6 says:   

To the thirsty I will give from the spring of the water of life without payment. 

Christ does not require payment for salvation. He give to us the water of 
life without payment.  

That is what the Lord also says in Isaiah 55: 
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“Come, everyone who thirsts, 
come to the waters; 

and he who has no money, 
come, buy and eat! 

Come, buy wine and milk 
without money and without price. 

 
You see, the Lord does not exploit the poor, he gives freely to the poor. The 
Lord does not take advantage of widows, he marries the widow, and makes 
her his bride and gives the kingdom of heaven to her at the expense of his 
own life. He gives to the poor widow of God’s faithful people  everything 
for free, but the wicked establishment leaders of the corrupt and false 
temple only seek to exploit and prey upon the faithful. 

You see people of God, this travesty happens time and time again down 
through history.  

John Wycliffe, known as the morning star of the Reformation was a priest 
in England in the latter half of the 1300’s. And he condemned the church 
of Rome for being excessively rich at the expense of the poor Christians in 
England. And it was these criticisms, and others, which put him at odds 
with the Pope.  

Likewise, Martin Luther decried the corruption of the rich and powerful 
church leaders who used their power and prestige and wealth to exploit the 
poor through the practice and sale of indulgences. Indulgences were a 
system of exploitation that made the church richer and richer and richer at 
the expense of the poor. Indulgences made poor uneducated and gullible 
Christians believe that giving what finances they had to the church would 
help them secure spiritual benefits. 

Theses 86 – “Why does not the pope, whose wealth is today greater than the wealth 
of the richest Crassus (Crassus was believed to be the richest man in Roman history), 
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build this one basilica of St. Peter with his own money rather than with the money 
of poor believers?” 

And even in our own day, we have those religious hucksters in the health, 
and wealth and prosperity false gospel  who unashamedly teach that if you 
give up your money to the preacher that God will bless you in some great 
way. These false teachers proclaim a false gospel of blessings in exchange 
for financial gifts. The more you give the more God will bless you with 
more money, that you can then give all the more to the preacher. It is just 
another way to use religion as a cover for greed. 

If you teach that spiritual blessings can be procured by money it will always 
have two devastating effects: First, it will encourage greed among the 
religious leaders who benefit from such teaching, and it will then tempt 
them toward further exploitation of people in order to get more.  

Secondly it means that only those with money and who are already rich can 
play the game and not go broke. But the poor will always be exploited and 
their savings will be stolen from them, and they will have nothing. 

But the gospel of the coming Savior into the world is good news for the 
poor!!! Mary, the mother of our Lord, said this in her song of praise about 
the savior of the world that was to be born to her. She says in the 
Magnificat:  

He has scattered the proud in the imagination of their hearts, 
He has brought down the mighty from their seats 

And exalted the humble and meek. 
He has filled the hungry with good things, 

And the rich he hast sent empty away. 
 

See how this applies to the proud and the mighty scribes who desire the 
best seats? He casts them down. But the humble and meek, the poor widow 
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of God’s faithful people, he fills with good things. He feeds them clean 
water, and wine and milk, without payment. He sends the rich away empty. 

This is why the Son of David was born into the world, he was the David’s 
son and David’s Lord, and God would raise him up to bring about salvation 
for the poor righteous. Psalm 72, a Messianic Psalm about the Son of David 
says this: 

May he defend the cause of the poor of the people, give deliverance to the children 
of the needy, and crush the oppressor! 
This first Sunday of Advent let us therefore remember that when Christ 
came into the world, he came specifically to betroth the widowed 
daughter Zion and to rescue her from her enemies and oppressors. And 
when the Lord comes again, he will do so for us again in finality, and he 
will deliver us, and crush our oppressors, and he will give to us the best 
seats at the wedding feast, the highest place of honor, at his right hand, 
as his Beloved. 

 Amen. 

 

 

 

 


