GENDER AND IDENTITY
A BIBLICAL VIEW OF PERSONHOOD

SESSION 1:
PERSONHOOD AND
ONTOLOGY

• Harrison’s conversion
• How we view reality
• Ontology: the nature of

being or reality

EVOLUTION
AND IDENTITY
• Kinds vs. Evolutionary

biology
• Teleology, Ontology,

and Personhood
• Harrison and Jean-Paul

Sartre
• Existence Precedes

Essence

TWO VIEWS OF IDENTITY

• Secular Humanist Identity

• Biblical Identity

• Decoupling sex and gender

• Body/soul unity

• Existence precedes essence

• Teleology

• Identity as self-creation

• “…you are not your

own…” (I Cor. 6:19-20)

THE SECULAR VIEW EXAMINED
“Gender, on the other hand, is socially, culturally and
personally defined. It includes how individuals see themselves
(gender identity), how others perceive them and expect them
to behave (gender norms), and the interactions (gender
relations) that they have with others. Often one’s gender aligns
with one’s sex: Men tend to assume more masculine behaviors
and traits, and to be seen as masculine by others around them,
for example. But not always. Increasingly, researchers like
Stefanick and Schiebinger are realizing that both men and
women exhibit a spectrum of gender traits that aren’t purely
masculine or feminine.” -Of Mice, Men, and Women

THE SECULAR VIEW EXAMINED
“Basically, we want to blast the standard attitudes about
masculinity and femininity out of the water,” says
Schiebinger, who is the John L. Hinds Professor of
History of Science and the former director of Stanford’s
Clayman Institute for Gender Research. “We want to get
rid of the notion that you can assume there is a
prepackaged set of characteristics that belong to men or
to women. We want to develop a new instrument to
measure gender that will allow us to better understand
how gender and sex interact to impact health.” -ibid.

LGBTQ+ GOALS
• Remove gender and identity norms
• In order to do this, it is necessary not only to decouple sex and

gender

• It is essential to think of gender as a construct
• Existence precedes essence
• Creating a gender spectrum that is…
• Fluid
• Non-binary
• A-teleological

Vanderbilt Faculty Senate, with
support from Vanderbilt Student
Government and trans/nonbinary students on campus,
worked to develop resources to
give guidance on gender
inclusivity in the classroom.

“Gender identity is how a person feels and
who they know them self to be when it
comes to their gender. There are more than
two genders, even though in our society the
genders that are most recognized are male
and female (called the gender binary) and
usually is based on someone’s anatomy (the
genitals they were born with). This is gender
assignment and it is based on an
assumption that someone’s genitals match
their gender. However, gender isn’t about
someone’s anatomy, it is about who they
know them self to be. There are many
different gender identities, including male,
female, transgender, gender neutral, nonbinary, agender, pangender, genderqueer,
two-spirit, third gender, and all, none or a
combination of these.” -Teen Talk
(teentalk.ca)

