
Songs of Advent (IV): Earth’s Peace 
Luke 2:8-18 

The world right now is a confusing place 
when it comes to peace. Everyone seems to 
want peace, but we fight about how best to 
bring it.  

On one hand, there is the doctrine of “Mutual 
Assured Destruction” or “MAD” which has 
the goal of making sure that our side has 
enough nuclear weapons so that even if the 
other side has a whole bunch of them and 
decides to use them to completely destroy us, 
we can make sure that we also completely 
destroy them.  

It’s the idea that we can keep peace because 
if we don’t, we’ll wipe out the human race.  
On the other hand, we have the Tibetan 
Buddhist leader, the Dalai Lama, who writes 
that, “By far the greatest single danger facing 
humankind - in fact, all living beings on our 
planet - is the threat of nuclear destruction.”  

Well, which is it? Peace by deterrence? Peace by disarmament?  

The question is more than a theoretical one right now, as the missiles begin to creep to 
undisclosed hideouts around the northern part of the Korean peninsula.  
And speaking of war in North Korea, Kim Jong Un apparently banned Christmas last 
year, and to make his point this year, added a ban on any parties that include alcohol 
and—get this—singing.  

Across the other ocean, we are being told that peace in the Middle East is further from a 
possibility because our President officially recognized Jerusalem as the capitol of 
Israel... Even though the Israeli parliament has met there for almost 70 years—since 
1950—and the Prime Minister has lived there just as long.  

As if wars and threats of wars around the world aren’t enough, we’ve even created brand 
new ways to fight each other. There is now, of course, the “Twitter War.”  

Is peace in our world just wishful thinking? Is it merely the stuff of quaint fables and 
idealistic legend? Is peace something that should just be confined to the spiritual realm?  

Our text today addresses these questions in two scenes. The first scene occurs in The 
Field in verses 8-14, and the second scene occurs in The Town in verses 15-20. 



Communion Meditation: 

Last week, I mentioned the Heidelberg Catechism, question 35, with regards to the 
conception of Christ of His mother Mary.  

Today I want to point you to question 36, which is another beautiful question and 
answer.  

Question: 
“What profit dost thou receive by Christ’s holy conception and nativity?”  

In simple terms, “What does the birth of Christ matter to you?”  

Answer: 
That he is our mediator, and with his innocence and perfect holiness covers, in the sight 
of God, my sins, wherein I was conceived and brought forth.  

That may not be what you’d initially expect, that Christ’s birth points us all they way up 
to His death for us. But it’s true.  

His birth matters to us, because it set the stage for His death.  

Similarly, the Lord’s Table also points us to and communicates to us all of these very 
benefits. As NT Wright has said somewhere, “Every Eucharist is a little Christmas and a 
little Easter.”  

We can eat this meal which is a sign and seal to us, only because Christ died for us, to 
give us His flesh as spiritual food; to signify our salvation and seal it as trustworthy.  
But He could only die for us because He was born for us. And the very night He was 
born, He showed Himself to be food by being laid in a feeding trough.  

This Table is a table of peace. Peace with God, for our salvation is won for us by a Savior; 
Christ the Lord.  

Therefore, all of you who have been united to Jesus Christ through baptism in the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and who, by faith, are members of His body the 
church, are invited to dine in PEACE with Him.  

Word of Commission: 

After the angels went away into heaven, the shepherds left right away to do what the 
angels had said.  

This is instructive for us. Remember the father who told his son to go work in the 
vineyard, and his son said, “I will,” but then didn’t. It was not this son who did the will 
of the father, but the son who actually worked in the vineyard.  



O how difficult it can be for us, who hear the word, to quickly forget it and move on. But 
we are taught by the shepherds’ example not to let the ink dry on the word we’ve 
received from God, but to immediately go and do what it says.  

We have the opportunity tomorrow to celebrate Christmas. As one of the Church 
Fathers has said, “the birth of Christ is the source of life for Christian folk, and 
the birthday of the Head is the birthday of the body.” (Leo the Great)  

Go forth from here to celebrate; and to celebrate with friends, and with family; and to 
eat good food and drink good drink; and to be merry; and to give and receive gifts.  

But in all of this, BEHOLD . CHRIST. 

Look upon Him. Upon His humanity. Upon His Deity. Rejoice and give thanks because  
of THAT.  

Return from your celebrations as the shepherds did: “glorifying and praising God for all 
they had heard and seen, as it had been told them.”  




