
Songs of Advent (II): Zechariah’s Faith 
Luke 1:67-80 

Have you ever had a “once-in-a-lifetime” experience? 
Something you worked for and planned for and 
hoped for and dreamed of and prepared for. It could 
have been visiting a world-renowned place: seeing the 
Eiffel Tower. 
Or a wedding day. Or an exam that which is the 
culmination of a long course of study. Or a concert or 
performance you’ve been rehearsing for for a long 
time. 

It could have been meeting someone you’ve always 
wanted to meet, and getting their autograph. 

In reality, most things we think of as “once-in-a-
lifetime” may really not be. But for a man named 
Zechariah, there was something which he prepared 
for his entire life, and which he didn’t even know if 
he’d get to do or not! 

He lived in the days of King Herod, who was the 
figurehead king of Judea under the Roman rule. And 

he was a priest in Jerusalem. The temple in Jerusalem was a far cry from the mediocre 
one built under Ezra around the start of the 4th century B.C. In fact, King Herod had 
begun a massive overhaul of the temple mount, “Mount Zion”, which built the hill into a 
giant, manmade platform.  

This new platform is so 
large that 24 Boeing 747s 
could be parked on it in 
four rows of six planes! 
(see last page for 
diagram) 

In Zechariah’s day, the 
two daily sacrifices 
(morning and evening) 
each had 4 components: 
1) remove ashes from 
altar; 2) kill the sacrifice; 
3) burn incense in the 
holy place; and 4) burn 
the sacrifice on the altar.  



There were thousands of priests at this time, perhaps even 20,000! All of these priests 
were divided into 24 divisions (1 Chron 24:7-18), leaving an estimated 800+ priests per 
division. Each division served in the the temple for about 2 weeks per year, meaning 
there were approximately 28 sacrifices with 112 components to carry out for a division 
in year. To top it all off, the priests were chosen for each service by lot. So quite possibly, 
a priest could never get called on, or could get called on only once in their life! 

Zechariah was getting his chance on this day, when Gabriel appeared to him, and 
announced that he would have a son, though his wife was barren and they were old. He 
doubted the message, and was struck mute until his son, John the Baptist, was born and 
named. 

Fast-forwarding to that day when he was able to speak again, his tongue which had been 
mute for about 9 months finally let loose in a song of praise to God. 

In his song, which is called the Benedictus (from the latin for the first word, Blessed), 
Zechariah covers Old Testament promises (vss. 67-75) and New Testament 
expectation (vss. 76-80). 

Communion Meditation: 

In his song of praise we looked at today, Zechariah says in verse 72 that the coming of 
the Lord was “to show the mercy promised to our fathers and to remember his holy 
covenant.” Remembrance is, as I’ve said before, an important part of the covenant 
between God and man.  

He gave sacramental symbols to remind His People of His promises, but also to remind 
Himself of His promises. He gave trees in the covenant of Creation; He gave a rainbow 
in the covenant with Noah; He gave circumcision in the covenant with Abraham; He 
continued circumcision and added Passover in the covenant with Moses; and He gives 
baptism and the Eucharist to His Church, telling us to eat this meal “for His 
remembrance.”  

Our Lord has been faithful. He has visited His People in the Incarnation of His Son! He 
has redeemed His People by His most precious blood! He has raised up a horn of 
salvation in the house of David by raising Christ Jesus from the dead and seating Him 
on David’s throne, giving Him all authority in heaven and on earth.  
Put your faith anew in this Lord, who brought peace on Earth, and goodwill 
towards men.  

Therefore, all of you who have been united to Jesus Christ through baptism in the Name 
of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and who, by faith, are members of His body the 
church, are invited to dine with Him.  



Word of Commission: 

The Benedictus of Zechariah gives us two “action items” to carry with us: “serve the Lord 
without fear,” and “follow Christ in the way of peace.”  

Serve the Lord without fear, regardless of what awaits you in the coming week, for our 
great and eternal God has remembered His covenant and is delivering us from the hand 
of our enemies—not the least of which is sin and enmity with God and man.  

Follow Christ in the way of peace, through whatever awaits you in the coming week, for 
our merciful God has, in the Person of His Son, prepared the way for us and walked it 
Himself. Walk in the way of peace, knowing that you have been forgiven and saved by 
the tender mercy of God.  

(temple mount diagram below) 






