
Next Stop, Thessalonica (II): Mother Church 
1 Thessalonians 2:1-8 

Today is the Sunday typically 
remembered by Protestants as 
“Reformation Sunday,” for we 
celebrate the onset of the 
Reformation in Europe, which 
seemed to be kindled by the 
culturally-innocent act of Martin 
Luther’s posting of his “95 Theses” 
on the door of the Wittenberg 
church. But one thing that has 
seemed to happen in the time since 
the Reformation is a turn towards 
individualism, and a forgetfulness 
of the corporateness of salvation 
and the Church. 

In today’s passage, St. Paul 
straightforwardly argues for the 
validity of his apostolic ministry 
among them, vehemently denying 
any charges brought against him by 
Jewish (or otherwise) opponents. 
His message isn’t vain (vs 1), nor is 
it based on error, impurity, or 
deception (vs 3). No, God tests the 
heart (vs 4) and they know from 

their own personal experience that this is true (vs 1). He’s got two character witnesses: 
the Thessalonians themselves and God. But he goes on that his message isn’t based on 
flattery, greed, or glory from man (vss 5-6).  

So what characterized his message?  

In verses 7-8, St. Paul characterizes himself as “a nursing mother” who “gives of herself” 
for her children. Indeed, Paul is not merely arguing against a self-centered ministry; he’s 
saying the exact opposite. It’s a self-giving ministry. 

Our culture today has seen a rise in feminism which tends to actually de-feminize, 
encouraging women to just be “like men” rather than being fully themselves (“be single 
and climb the corporate ladder” or “go be a Navy Seal”). The Reformation doctrine of 
the church is an important corrective to this, namely, that “you cannot have God as your 
father unless you have the Church as your mother.” (cf. St. Cyprian and John Calvin) 
Listen to the audio for more! 
(continued) 



Communion Meditation: 

A fourth of the five Reformation Solas is Solus Christus, Christ Alone. Meaning, “Jesus 
Christ is the only savior of sinners and his atoning sacrifice is sufficient to save them.” 
As we’ve considered today, His atoning sacrifice ushers us into union with Him and with 
His Body, His Bride, His Church, which is our Mother.  

One theologian writes, “For the ancient fathers the notion of the church as mother was 
more than a beautiful phrase and lovely metaphor. It signifies life as we are born from 
her womb; it signifies identity as we are offspring of the bride of Christ; it signifies 
nourishment as from her hands we receive food and drink, the very body and blood of 
our Lord Jesus Christ.” [Carl Braaten] 

Indeed, the Lord’s Supper is not celebrated by oneself, but together with Christ’s 
Church. This is very truly one of central ways our Lord nourishes us, by ministering 
grace to us by signifying His death in these forms of bread and wine.  

But the Church can only be our Mother because of Christ. We can only have salvation 
because of Christ. This meal doesn’t add to our salvation, anymore than good works add 
anything to our faith. But just as good works flow from a true and living faith, so union 
with Mother Church, the Body of Christ, flows from that most central union with Jesus 
Christ our Living Head.  

Let us be reminded at this feast of the centrality of Christ; Christ Alone; Solus Christus.  
Therefore, as many of you as have been baptized in the Name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit, and who by faith are united to His Body on earth; as many of 
you as have God as Father and the Church as Mother, are invited to be nourished by 
Christ in this feast.  

Word of Commission: 

The final of the Five Reformation Solas not spoken of today is Soli Deo Gloria, for the 
Glory of God Alone. Meaning, “The ultimate end of all God’s works in creation and 
redemption is his own glory alone.”  

All that He calls us to do, all that we do in obedience to Him, is to be done for His glory. 
It is to be done, as 1 Thessalonians showed us, not to please man, but to please God who 
tests our hearts.  

As we go forth from here, we are going take the life of Christ to the world. To teach the 
nations to obey Christ, that we may call many to Glorify God Alone and to come and 
receive the nourishment from Christ in Mother Church. 


