
Prelude to Philippi (I): What Comes First 
Philippians 1:21-30 

We’re starting a series on Philippians, wherein we will cover an important passage from 
each of the four chapters of Philippians, one per week, for four weeks. Studying a new 
topic can be daunting in general: perhaps you want to become more familiar with the 
music of the Beatles. Most everyone knows Hey Jude, and Let it Be, and Penny Lane, 
but in a matter of just 8 years from 1963 to 1970 they released TWENTY-TWO studio 
albums! Where do you start?  

Pauline studies is similar. There are shelves and shelves and shelves of books on St. Paul 
in theological libraries. Where do we even start?  

Thankfully, Philippians is written (unlike Romans which was written to a church St. 
Paul had never personally visited) to a church that St. Paul likely planted himself. He 
knew these people well, they were good friends, and more than that: they were his 
spiritual children. So we hear a very fatherly Paul throughout this letter.  

In this sermon, we discuss some background to the book of Philippians first. It was 
written from prison. But next, we discuss Paul’s Conviction (verses 21-26). Paul is 
convinced that he will be released from prison and return to Philippi to see his friends. 
This is why I am calling the whole series “Prelude to Philippi,” because he believes he 
will return there sometime after this letter is written. Finally, we discuss Paul’s 
Expectation (verses 27-30), that is, what he expects the Philippians to do.  

What comes first? In Paul’s Expectation he tells us that others should come first, and 
that we should strive together as one. 

Communion Meditation: 

We’ve beheld one sacrament already, and marked Elora as a new member of the people 
God, and now as God’s people, we are called now to the other sacrament, the Lord’s 
Supper. 
 
As most of you know, we serve the Eucharist every Sunday, in part to follow what the 
church in Acts seems to have done right away, and in part because Christ has promised 
minister grace to us in this meal.  

St. Paul tells us in 1 Corinthians 10 that the cup is a participation in the blood of Christ, 
and the bread is a participation in the body of Christ! As we eat and drink, we signify to 
God that we trust in His sacrifice for us, and He signifies to us that He has covered us. 
But we also serve this meal every Sunday because it shows our unity as the Body of 
Christ. Not just members of Christ Covenant Church of Chicago, but members of Christ!  
Therefore, as many of you as have been baptized in the Name of the Father, Son, and 
Holy Spirit, and who by faith are united to His Body, the Church, are welcomed to this 



Table.  

Word of Commission: 

For all Christians, to live is Christ. We go now to our Christian lives. You are 
commissioned to live lives that bring into clear relief the question of “What Comes 
First?”  

Husbands, love your wives, for her good and the Glory of God.  

Wives, respect your husbands, for his good and the Glory of God.  

All of us, from young to old, let us lay aside our rights and personal desires for the sake 
of striving side by side with one another for the sake of the Gospel. 


