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The Eternally Beloved Son of God 
Gospel of John, Part XVII 
John 5:17-47, Part One 
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I. Sabbath Controversy 
 
The Jews’ fundamental error in this situation is 
failing to recognize who ____________ is. If they 
knew who He is then they would know that it was 
impossible that He should violate the Sabbath.  
 
II. Jesus’ Response to the Jews’ Accusation 
 

A. Introduction (17-18) 
 

“In accusing me, it is the Father whom you accuse. It is the Legislator Himself whom you reproach 
with the transgression of the law; for I only act on a signal received from Him” (Godet, 463).  
 
B. Clarification and Expansion (19-30) 

 
1. The Father gives life through the Son (19-23) 

 
“Whatever work you see me do, though it should give offense to you…, be well assured that, as 
a submissive Son, I have done it only because I saw My Father acting in this way at the same 
time” (Godet, 464). We work in complete harmony. What I am doing is the work 
of the Father. Therefore, your accusation that I am violating the Sabbath is 
impossible. You have failed to reckon with who I am.  

 
 

2. Those who possess life hear the Son and believe the Father (24) 
 

 
3. The Son gives life through His voice (25-30) 

 
a. In this life (25-27) 
 
First, Jesus speaks of the spiritual renewal of His people in history. We are all 
born dead in sin, estranged from God. The only way that we can be brought 
to life is if we hear and respond to the Word of God’s Son. We must be born 
again. We must believe in the Father through the Son by the Spirit. 

 
b. At the end (28-29) 
 
Jesus, as the Son of Man is the Judge of all. He is the One who will weigh the 
good and the bad that people have done. 
 
c. Conclusion (30) 

An Outline of John’s Gospel 
 
I. Prologue: The Identity of the Son of God (1:1-18) 
II. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 

Public Ministry (1:19-12:50) 
A. The Son of God Revealed (1:19-4:54) 
B. The Son of God Rejected (5:1-12:36) 

1. Opposition in Jerusalem (5:1-47) 
2. Opposition in Galilee (6:1-71) 
3. Growing Opposition in Jerusalem (7:1-52) 
4. Settled Opposition in Jerusalem (7:53-10:39) 
5. Belief across the Jordan (10:40-42) 
6. Hardened Opposition in Jerusalem (11:1-12:36) 
7. The hour has come (12:20-36) 

C. Conclusion (12:37-50) 
III. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 

Passion and Resurrection (13:1-20:31) 
IV. Epilogue: The Future Mission of the Son of God (21) 
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III. The Eternally Beloved Son of God 
 

A. The Son of God is Distinct from the Father 
 

The Son is _______ the Father and the Father is ________ the Son. The Son of 
God is distinct from the Father. 
 

1. Dependent on the Father (19, 26, 30) 
 

2. Beloved of the Father (20 cf. 17:24; Mt 3:17) 
 

3. Commissioned by the Father (23, 24, 30, 36, 37, 38, 43 cf. 3:16-17, 34; 4:34) 
 
 
 

B. The Son of God is Equal with the Father 
 

The Son of God is equal with the Father. They are, in the words of the Nicene 
Creed, equal in ________ and __________. 
 

1. Imitates the Father (17, 19, 20, 21) 
 

2. Judges for the Father (22, 28, 30 cf. Acts 10:42; 2 Tim 4:1; 1 Pet 4:5) 
 

3. Honored with the Father (23) 
 

We are to honor Jesus in the exact same way that we honor the Father. He who does 
not honor the Son does not honor the Father who sent Him. To honor the Father, it is not 
sufficient to refrain from dishonoring the Son. To honor the Father, one must self-
consciously honor the Son.  
 
“The Father, then, is the Father of the eternal Son, and he finds his very identity, his 
Fatherhood, in loving and giving out his life and being to the Son… The Father is never 
without the Son, but, like a lamp, it is the very nature of the Father to shine out his Son. And 
likewise, it is the very nature of the Son to be the one who shines out from his Father. The Son 
has his very being from the Father. In fact, he is the going out – the radiance – of the Father’s 
own being.” (Michael Reeves, 27)  
 
The Trinity is the first society; in God unity and diversity exist in harmony. In 
the Triune God we find the basis for mutual love, respect, honor, delight, and 
service. In Him we find life itself. 

 
 
 
C. You must listen to the Son of God (21, 24, 25,  

 
 
IV. Conclusion 


