
 1 

Signs and Wonders 
Gospel of John, Part XV 
John 4:43-54 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The Purpose of Signs 
 
Remember John’s purpose in writing: these [thing] are 
written that you may believe that Jesus is the Christ, the Son 
of God, and that believing you may have life in His name 
(20:31). John’s words remind us that the _________ 
that Jesus performed weren’t to be gawked at and 
marveled over – they were to point people to Jesus. 
 
 
II. Faith and Healing 

 
A. Introduction (43-45) 

 
Jesus did not expect to meet with robust faith as He returned home; He did not 
expect to see the same type of faith in Galilee that He had just witnessed in Samaria. 
Ultimately, His expectation is realized.  
 
B. Seeking a Sign (46-48) 

 
The Galileans were so distracted by the “things Jesus has done” that they were missing 
Jesus Himself. “Unless you people [plural] see signs and wonders, you will by no means believe.”  

 
 

C. Begging for Mercy (49-50) 
 
 

D. Believing in the Christ (51-53) 
 
 

E. Conclusion (54) 
 

 
 
III. Application 
 

A. Healing without Faith (cf. 6:26-30; 1 Cor 1:22) 
 

When the royal official first came to Jesus, he wanted his son to be healed but cared 
nothing for Christ Himself. Note that this problem was not unique to him – he is 
representative of the Jews, Jesus’ own countrymen. In Paul’s words in Corinthians, 
“Jews seek for a sign” (1 Cor 1:22). They had little interest in Jesus other than as a 
divine _______________________, distributing what they desired (cf. 2:18, 23; 3:2). 

An Outline of John’s Gospel 
 
I. Prologue: The Identity of the Son of God (1:1-18) 
II. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 

Public Ministry (1:19-12:50) 
A. The Son of God Revealed (1:19-4:54) 

1. Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry: John’s First 
Witness, First Disciples, First Sign (1:19-2:11) 

2. Beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry: Cleansing 
the Temple, Personal Witness, John’s Final 
Witness, Samaritan Harvest, Second Sign 
(2:12-4:54) 

B. The Son of God Rejected (5:1-12:36) 
C. Conclusion (12:37-50) 

III. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 
Passion and Resurrection (13:1-20:31) 

IV. Epilogue: The Future Mission of the Son of God (21) 
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This mentality will come to a head in chapter 6 following the feeding of the 5000. 
After the feeding, the Galilean crowd attempts “to make Jesus king by force” (6:15). Jesus 
escapes their clutches and the next day appears on the other side of the Sea. The 
people seek Him out and gather around Him, complaining that He left (6:26-30): 
 

     Jesus answered them and said, “Most assuredly, I say to you, you seek Me, not because 
you saw the signs, but because you ate of the loaves and were filled. Do not labor for the 
food which perishes, but for the food which endures to everlasting life, which the Son of Man 
will give you, because God the Father has set His seal on Him.” 
     Then they said to Him, “What shall we do, that we may work the works of God?”  
     Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him 
whom He sent.”  
     Therefore they said to Him, “What sign will You perform then, that we may see it and 
believe You? What work will You do?” 

 
In our natural state, apart from God’s grace working in our hearts and minds, no one 
seeks God (Rom 3:11). So darkened is our understanding, so perverse are our hearts, 
that we often seek the benefits that only God can give without seeking God Himself.  
 
 
 
B. Healing prior to Faith (cf. 1 Cor 12:7ff; Phil 2:25-27; 1 Tim 4:1ff; 5:23) 

 
“The fact of the matter is, healing is no problem for the Lord. The only hard part is getting people to 
believe what He has said about it so they can receive their healing… God is present where faith is 
present. Faith causes the supernatural healing power of God to come on the scene and override 
natural diseases and circumstances.” Gloria Copeland 
 
That message is from the pit of hell. God can and does both naturally and 
supernaturally heal people of illness during this life; God can and will deliver us from 
every illness in the resurrection of the dead; but God has not promised to and will 
not deliver us from every illness during this life.  
 
 
 
C. Healing unto Faith 

 
John calls this healing the “__________ sign” because Jesus’ work of power 
accomplished its proper object: true faith in Jesus as the Christ, the Son of God. The 
royal official’s son wasn’t healed because of the official’s faith; he was healed and the 
royal official came to faith. He entrusted his life and his reputation to Jesus. His 
belief was no longer the shallow “signs and wonders” faith of his neighbors.  

 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


