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The Gospel and Racial Reconciliation 
Gospel of John, Part XIII 
John 4:1-42, Part Two 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Charlottesville  
 
 
II. A text full of tensions 
 
 

A. Racial Tensions in our Text (v. 9) 
 

 
B. Religious Tensions in our Text (v. 20) 

 
 
C. Sexual Tensions in our Text (v. 27) 

 
 
 
III. The Savior of the World 
 

A. The Need for Salvation (Titus 3:1-7) 
 

Remind them to be subject to rulers and authorities, to obey, to be ready for every good work, to 
speak evil of no one, to be peaceable, gentle, showing all humility to all men. For we ourselves were 
also once foolish, disobedient, deceived, serving various lusts and pleasures, living in malice and envy, 
hateful and hating one another. But when the kindness and the love of God our Savior toward man 
appeared, not by works of righteousness which we have done, but according to His mercy He saved 
us, through the washing of regeneration and renewing of the Holy Spirit, whom He poured out on us 
abundantly through Jesus Christ our Savior, that having been justified by His grace we should 
become heirs according to the hope of eternal life. (Titus 3:1-7) 

 
The problem with many of the voices in our broader culture is not that they are 
crying for racial reconciliation. The problem is that they want the fruit that only Jesus 
can give without acknowledging _________. This is folly. Jesus is the Savior of the world.  

 
B. The Source of Salvation (Eph 2:11-22) 

 
In the old covenant, God established a racial, geographically limited kingdom that 
was tooled for preserving the faith until the Christ should come. During the Judaic 
Age, the Gospel was centered on the Jews, on the land of Israel, and on the city of 
Jerusalem. Now, however, in the Messianic Age, racial distinctions have ceased to 
have any ultimate significance. God’s kingdom in the Messianic Age is a worldwide 
kingdom. So the early church fathers said that there are three ___________ of men: 
Jews, Gentiles, and Christians. And Christians come from every race of men. There 
is one new man (Eph 2:15). 

An Outline of John’s Gospel 
 
I. Prologue: The Identity of the Son of God (1:1-18) 
II. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 

Public Ministry (1:19-12:50) 
A. The Son of God Revealed (1:19-4:54) 

1. Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry: John’s First 
Witness, First Disciples, First Sign (1:19-2:11) 

2. Beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry: Cleansing 
the Temple, Personal Witness, John’s Final 
Witness, Samaritan Harvest, Second Sign 
(2:12-4:54) 

B. The Son of God Rejected (5:1-12:36) 
C. Conclusion (12:37-50) 

III. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 
Passion and Resurrection (13:1-20:31) 

IV. Epilogue: The Future Mission of the Son of God (21) 
 
 



 2 

C. The Fruit of Salvation (cf. Prov 3:3-4; 2 Cor 3:18) 
 
Let not mercy and truth forsake you; Bind them around your neck, Write them on the tablet of your 
heart, And so find favor and high esteem In the sight of God and man. (Proverbs 3:3-4) 

 
1. Mercy (cf. Prov 15:1; Jas 3:8-10) 

 
First, note that Jesus extends mercy to this woman; He treats her with 
incredible respect; He sees beyond her rudeness and dismissiveness to her 
need for a Savior. He has internalized the lesson of Proverbs, “A soft answer 
turns away wrath, but a harsh word stirs up anger” (15:1).  

 
So why does Jesus treat her with respect? Because she was made in the very 
image of God.  

But no man can tame the tongue. It is an unruly evil, full of deadly poison. With 
it we bless our God and Father, and with it we curse men, who have been made in 
the similitude of God. Out of the same mouth proceed blessing and cursing. My 
brethren, these things ought not to be so. (Jas 3:8-10) 

 
C.S. Lewis writes in The Weight of Glory: 

“It is a serious thing to live in a society of possible gods and goddesses, to 
remember that the dullest most uninteresting person you can talk to may one day 
be a creature which, if you saw it now, you would be strongly tempted to worship, 
or else a horror and a corruption such as you now meet, if at all, only in a 
nightmare. All day long we are, in some degree helping each other to one or the 
other of these destinations. It is in the light of these overwhelming possibilities, it is 
with the awe and the circumspection proper to them, that we should conduct all of 
our dealings with one another, all friendships, all loves, all play, all politics. There 
are no ordinary people. You have never talked to a mere mortal. Nations, 
cultures, arts, civilizations - these are mortal, and their life is to ours as the life of 
a gnat. But it is immortals whom we joke with, work with, marry, snub, and 
exploit - immortal horrors or everlasting splendors.”  

 
 

2. Truth 
 

Treating others with respect does not rule out criticizing and/or confronting 
them. Jesus binds not only mercy about His neck; He also binds truth there. 
Jesus confronts this woman in two very “offensive” ways. First, he confronts 
her __________ (v. 15, 18, 29, 39). Binding mercy about our necks does not 
mean ignoring people’s sin. Second, He condemns her religious heritage (22). 
He shows mercy to this woman without backing away from the truth one bit. 
We are to imitate Him in this.  

 
 
 
 
IV. Conclusion 


