
 1 

Christ Must Increase 
Gospel of John, Part XI 
John 3:22-36 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Of Winter & Summer Solstices 
 
 
 
 
II. A Jealous Complaint 
 

A. Context of John’s Testimony (3:22-24) 
 
 
B. Controversy and Complaint of John’s Disciples (3:25-26) 

 
There are a couple things to note in their complaint. First, for them John’s ministry 
is the primary deal in town. Second, they imply that Jesus is being ungrateful to John. 
They are in the grip of jealousy. 
 

 
C. John’s Threefold Response to the Complaint (3:27-36) 

 
John’s threefold response cuts right to the heart of their jealousy. 
 

1. The Lord gives and the Lord takes away (27) 
 

First, John reminds them that the ministry he had received was a gift from God 
and that God can give or take away such things as He sees fit: He is the Lord. 
 
 
2. You and I both know the nature of my calling (28-30) 

 
Second, John reminds his disciples that this turn of affairs fits John’s purpose, 
John’s calling (28-30). I am not the center of God’s work in the world; rather I 
have been sent before Him. John then uses the analogy of a wedding, comparing 
himself to the friend of the bridegroom. Far from jealous of the attention which 
is now being directed to Jesus, John rejoices.  
 
 
3. He is the central figure in God’s work not me (31-36) 

 
Finally, John wants them to understand that Jesus, the Son of God, the Christ, 
the Messiah is the central figure in God’s work in the world. It is not one’s 
relation to John which ultimately matters; it is one’s relation to Jesus. 
 
 

An Outline of John’s Gospel 
 
I. Prologue: The Identity of the Son of God (1:1-18) 
II. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 

Public Ministry (1:19-12:50) 
A. The Son of God Revealed (1:19-4:54) 

1. Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry: John’s First 
Witness, First Disciples, First Sign (1:19-2:11) 

2. Beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry: Cleansing 
the Temple, Personal Witness, John’s Final 
Witness, Samaritan Harvest, Second Sign 
(2:12-4:54) 

B. The Son of God Rejected (5:1-12:36) 
C. Conclusion (12:37-50) 

III. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 
Passion and Resurrection (13:1-20:31) 

IV. Epilogue: The Future Mission of the Son of God (21) 
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III. Combating Jealousy 
 

A. The Pervasiveness of Jealousy (cf. Dt 5:21; Prov 27:4) 
 

This encounter between John and his disciples reminds us of the pervasiveness of 
jealousy. Jealousy is a devious and destructive thing. Solomon reminds us, “Wrath is 
cruel and anger a torrent, but who is able to stand before jealousy?” (Prov 27:4). Jealousy 
tempts us to embrace lies. So it is critical to fight jealousy with the Word of God, 
with the truth of God.  
 
 
B. A Threefold Cord (cf. Jas 3:14) 

 
1. Lack of gifting –  

 
 
Know Your God! - But here’s the question that undermines all that jealousy – 
where did they get those gifts? Who gave them those talents? God the Lord! 
Paul writes to the Corinthians, “For who makes you differ from one another? And 
what do you have that you did not receive?” (1 Cor 4:7a) Everything I lawfully 
possess is a gift from God; everything my neighbor lawfully possesses is a 
gift from God. So what should I do? I should give thanks. Jealousy of other 
people’s gifts is a lack of thankfulness for my own. 
 
 

2. Loss of status – 
 
 
Know Your Calling! Your calling is essentially that of John’s. You are not the 
Christ but you have been sent into this world to testify of Him. Who then is 
Paul, and who is Apollos, but ministers through whom you believed, as the Lord gave to 
each one? I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. So then neither he who 
plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase (1 Cor 3:5-7). 
Your calling is not to have status but it is to exalt Him and to testify to His 
status. He must increase; you must decrease.  
 
 

3. I deserve more –  
 
 
Know Your Christ. Remember that apart from His merciful intervention you 
would have experienced the wrath of God but that through His mercy you 
have everlasting life. Put yourself in your proper place. You are not the 
center of God’s actions on earth – Jesus is. Rejoice that you are in Him and 
that you have the privilege of testifying to Him.  
 

 
IV. Conclusion 


