
Matthew 13 is the third larger discourse given by Jesus in the 
Gospel of Matthew. In it, He leaves a "house" (13:1) which is 
possibly Peter's mother-in-law's house, since we know His 
"home base" for His ministry in Galilee is Capernaum (Mt 
8:14-16, cf. Mk 2:1-4), and sits beside the sea of Galilee. Many 
have questioned whether Jesus was really speaking to crowds of 
thousands as taught by passages like the Feeding of the 5000, 
from the desire to denigrate the impact of His ministry, and using 
the argument that crowds that size could not possibly hear Him 
without amplification. Benjamin Franklin estimated that George 
Whitefield, on a good day, could have been heard by 20-30,000 
people, so there is no reason Jesus could not have been heard 
by thousands. Moreover, He speaks from a boat on the seashore 
(traditionally located in the so-called "Sower's Cove" after its 
natural amphitheater shape, proximity to Capernaum, and local 
tradition of its use by Jesus), which naturally amplifies His voice. 
The Parable of the Sower shows us 4 different responses to the 
"Word of the Kingdom" (vs 19), pictured by 4 different soils. But 
the message is far more than simply, "Be the Good Soil". The 
Word of the Kingdom is the message that the kingdom of God is 
among us, despite its simplicity and humility. Accepting Christ 
isn't just "accepting Christ", it's accepting who He is as King, 
and doing so despite the possibility of persecution and death 
(chs 10-11), forsaking the distractions of the "cares of the 
world" (13:7, 22), and allowing it to take root in our hearts. 

Some key images of the parable: 

--Birds (vss 4, 19): often associated with the Devil/evil/judgment 
(Jer 5:26-28, 12:8-10; Ez 32:4). Here, the Pharisees and other 
servants of the Evil One snatch away the witness of the Gospel 
before it can take root. (Thought experiment: given this imagery, 
what might Mt 13:31-32 imply about the growth of the 
Kingdom?) 
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--Sun (vss 6, 21): often associated (along with the moon and 
stars) with kings and rulers of the earth (Gen 1:16, 37:9; Is 
24:21-23 for example). Here, describing the persecution that 
would come, often at the hands of kings and political leaders (cf. 
Mt. 10:16-18), it is described as being done by the "sun". 

--Thorns (vss 7, 22): often associated with sinfulness among 
God's people (Is 32:12-13), failure to obey (Num 33:55), or 
judgment/curse (Gen 3:18). Here, Jesus describes the "cares of 
the world" and the "deceitfulness of riches" (vs 22) as "thorns". 

The larger content of chapter 13's parables, however, shows the 
glorious simplicity and great scandal of Christ's Kingdom. 
Agricultural images are often used to describe God's People 
(Israel and the Church), while maritime images are often used to 
describe the Gentiles. As Jesus stands in a boat (on the Sea) and 
speaks to the crowds (on the Land), He teaches parables which 
move from agricultural images (vss 1-33, roughly) to a parable 
with maritime images (vss 47-50), hinting that the Kingdom is 
moving from Israel to the Gentiles. 

Larger structure of Matthew 13's parables: 

Our triad-loving author has 3 sections, each having 3 sections 
itself: parable, purpose of parable, and explanation of parable. 

((Section 1)) / 13:1-23 
  

 
1. Matthew 13:1-9 is Parable. (Sower) 
2. Matthew 13:10-17 is Purpose of Parable. (To blind some) 3. 
Matthew 13:18-23 is Explanation of Parable. (Sower) 

((Section 2)) / 13:24-43 

1. Matthew 13:24-33 is Parable. (Weeds, Mustard/Leaven) 2. 
Matthew 13:34-35 is Purpose of Parable (To blind some) 3. 
Matthew 13:36-43 is Explanation of Parable. (Weeds) 



((Section 3)) / 13:44-52 

1. Matthew 13:44-50 is Parable. (Treasure/Pearl, Dragnet) 
2. Matthew 13:51 is Purpose of Parable. (That some may see) 
3. Matthew 13:52 is Explanation of Parable. (Treasure/Pearl out of 
treasury to teach others) 

Seven nice, neat parables explaining the Kingdom of Heaven. 
((META Section)) / v 52 
Here's where it gets crazy: 

1. Matthew 13:52 is itself an 8th Parable ("Every Scribe IS 
LIKE..."), teaching us about "all these things" (v 51), the parables 
of Mt 13. 
2. Matthew 13:52 gives the Purpose of all the Mt 13 Parables (To 
train people for the Kingdom). 

3. Matthew 13:52 is the meta-Explanation of all the Parables (To 
be a resource to draw from--directly [old] and by way application 
[new]-- in the spread of the Gospel) 

***In other words: Jesus finishes off the third triad with a meta-
triad explaining the content of all three triads. 

Communion Exhortation: 

Sometimes we read parables and get most of the picture, but 
miss some key element. And it’s common when we read the 
Parable of the Sower to think of it as the Parable of the Harvest. 
To focus on the harvest that is promised in the growth of the 
good soil. While that is certainly true, and God is growing His 
people abundantly and will get His desired crop, we need to be 
reminded that it is still the Parable of the Sower. 

The Kingdom of God, Jesus teaches us, is present even in the 
sowing. This is another wonderful reminder for Ordinary Time. 
During the early time of growth, a field certainly doesn’t look 
much like a cornfield, but that doesn’t make it any less a field. 



I’ll remind us again of our Old Testament reading from earlier: 
Isaiah 55:10-11 say essentially that as rainwater and snowmelt 
water the earth and bring for plants, he says 

 
“so. shall. my word be. that goes out from my mouth; it shall 
not...it shall not...return to me empty.” 
Even so, as Jesus scatters the seed which is the Word of the 
Kingdom, though we see it snatched by birds, scorched by the 
sun, and choked by thorns, it...will...prevail. The harvest will lead 
to new plantings, and greater harvest, and more plantings, and 
still greater harvest. 

God’s Word will do its work. And likewise, when He says that the 
bread and cup we partake in are a participation in His body and 
blood, and when He says “If anyone eats of this bread, he will 
live forever,” we ought to believe it! Through God’s gift of faith, 
we truly partake in Christ’s body and blood, and our salvation is 
confirmed! 
So be glad in this, the joyful feast of the redeemed people of 
God! 
All of you who are united to Jesus Christ through baptism in the 
Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit, and who, by faith, are 
in good standing with His body the church, are called by God to 
dine with Him. 

Word of Commission 

At the end of the parables, Jesus asks in verse 51, “Have you 
understood all these things?” ... “Have you understood all these 
things?” When the Disciples answer “Yes”, He says “Therefore 
every scribe who has been trained for the kingdom of heaven is 
like a master of a house, who brings out of his treasure what is 
new and what is old.” Likewise I ask you, thinking back over the 
last 4 weeks in Matthew and now today, “Have you understood 
all these things?” 
Will you hear the Gospel of this upside-down Kingdom with 



gladness? 
Will you put down roots as you seek to know this Christ who 
came to earth and lived and died for you? 
Will you stomp out the thorns that seek to choke out your 
fruitfulness? 
Will you lay aside every weight, and sin which clings so closely 
and run with endurance the race set before you? 
(soft) Do you know that this means...that this is your life. 
Do you understand these things? Well if so, you’ve been trained 
and are being trained for the kingdom of heaven, and by God’s 
grace can pull from the treasury of knowledge given you by 
God’s Word, both the old things that you’ve heard, and new 
things—new ways you can bring it to bear in your life and to 
those around you. 
Let us take the Word of the Kingdom with us to the world. 


