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Destroy this Temple 
Gospel of John, Part VIII 
John 2:12-22 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. A Passover Primer 
  

A. Origins (cf. Ex 12) 
 

_________ originated with the Exodus from 
Egypt when the angel of death passed over 
the houses of the blood-bought Israelites. 
 
B. An Annual Feast (cf. Ex. 23:17) 

 
Each __________ all the males in Israel were to present themselves before the Lord 
to celebrate the Passover.  
 

 
C. Center of Reformation (cf. 2 Chr 30:14-15; 35:1ff; Ezr 6:19ff) 
 
The Temple and the Passover were at the center of periods of reformation and 
renewal throughout the old covenant. Passover gave heart and soul to the various 
commandments that God had delivered to Israel.  
 
Why did Jesus take on human flesh? Jesus died and rose again to restore the right 
____________ of God. As God announced through Isaiah: I am the Lord, that is My 
name; and My glory I will not give to another, nor My praise to carved images (42:8 cf. Jn 4:23; 
Eph 1:6, 11-12). God sent His Son to save us to restore righteous worship. 
 
Everything we are and everything we do stems from whom or what we worship. We 
become like what we worship. Hence the worship of God is to be at the center of 
our lives. We are to put away our idols, put away these competing gods, and we are 
to worship the Lord alone. 
 
Hezekiah was a righteous king. So what did Hezekiah do? He instituted a period of 
reform. And how did he start? By restoring the right worship of God. And what was 
the high point of that renewal? The celebration of Passover. Similarly, King Josiah 
instituted a period of reform. He restored the right worship of God, the culmination 
of which was the celebration of Passover. 

 
II. The Son of God Revealed 

 
A. Second Cycle (cf. Jn 1:11; 4:54) 

 
 

B. One or Two Cleansings? (cf. Mt 21:12-17; Mk 11:15-18; Lk 19:45-47) 
 

An Outline of John’s Gospel 
 
I. Prologue: The Identity of the Son of God (1:1-18) 
II. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 

Public Ministry (1:19-12:50) 
A. The Son of God Revealed (1:19-4:54) 

1. Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry: John’s First 
Witness, First Disciples, First Sign (1:19-2:11) 

2. Beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry: Cleansing 
the Temple, Personal Witness, John’s Final 
Witness, Samaritan Harvest, Second Sign 
(2:12-4:54) 

B. The Son of God Rejected (5:1-12:36) 
C. Conclusion (12:37-50) 

III. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 
Passion and Resurrection (13:1-20:31) 

IV. Epilogue: The Future Mission of the Son of God (21) 
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III. The Authority of the Son of God 
 

A. Moving to Capernaum (12 cf. Mt 4:12-17) 
 

B. Celebrating Passover in Jerusalem (13) 
 

C. Cleansing the Temple (14-17 cf. Ps 69:9) 
 

Jesus is outraged that the leaders would dare to transform the Lord’s House, a place 
of worship and prayer, into a marketplace. Take these things away! Do not make My 
Father’s house a house of merchandise. The temple was to be the center of Israel’s 
worship, a place to which the nations would be drawn to honor God. The leaders of 
the Jews had made it into an emporium.  
 
D. Responding to the Demand for a Sign 

 
“Destroy this Temple and in three days I will raise it up.” 
 

1. An invitation –  
 

2. A prediction – 
 

3. An admonition – 
 
IV. Destroy this Temple 
 

A. The Messenger of the Covenant (Mal 3:1-5) 
 

“Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me. And the Lord, whom you 
seek, Will suddenly come to His temple, Even the Messenger of the covenant, In whom you delight. 
Behold, He is coming,” Says the LORD of hosts. “But who can endure the day of His coming? And 
who can stand when He appears? For He is like a refiner’s fire And like launderers’ soap. He will 
sit as a refiner and a purifier of silver; He will purify the sons of Levi, And purge them as gold and 
silver, That they may offer to the LORD An offering in righteousness. “Then the offering of Judah 
and Jerusalem Will be pleasant to the LORD, As in the days of old, As in former years. And I 
will come near you for judgment; I will be a swift witness Against sorcerers, Against adulterers, 
Against perjurers, Against those who exploit wage earners and widows and orphans, And against 
those who turn away an alien— Because they do not fear Me,” Says the LORD of hosts. 	

 
 
B. The Passover of the Jews (cf. Dt 16:5-6; Col 2:15-16 

 
 “The death of Christ was indeed the destruction of the Jewish temple, the procuring cause of it; and 
His resurrection was the raising up of another temple, the Gospel Church (Zec 6:12). The ruins of 
their place and nation (11:48) were the riches of the world (Am 9:11; Acts 15:16).” M. Henry 
 
 

V. Conclusion 


