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The Identity of John the Baptizer 
Gospel of John, Part IV 
John 1:19-28 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Review (Jn 20:30-31) 
 
 
II. The Identity of John 
 

A. Introduction (cf. 1:6-8, 15; Lk 3:7-20) 
 
 

B. Three Denials 
 

1. Who are you? (cf. Ps 2; 110; Is 42:1-4) 
 

The Messiah was to be a Son of David, prophesied to come and establish God’s 
kingdom, to rule over God’s people, deliver them from their enemies, and 
receive the homage of all nations as His inheritance (Ps 2). 

Why do the nations rage, And the people plot a vain thing? The kings of the earth set 
themselves, And the rulers take counsel together, Against the LORD and against His 
Anointed, saying, “Let us break Their bonds in pieces And cast away Their cords from 
us.” He who sits in the heavens shall laugh; The LORD shall hold them in derision. 
Then He shall speak to them in His wrath, And distress them in His deep displeasure: 
“Yet I have set My King On My holy hill of Zion.”  

 
2. Are you Elijah? (cf. Mal 3:1; 4:5-6; Mt 11:14; 17:11-13; Lk 1:17) 

 
“Behold, I send My messenger, And he will prepare the way before Me….	Behold, I will send 
you Elijah the prophet Before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And he 
will turn The hearts of the fathers to the children, And the hearts of the children to their fathers, 
Lest I come and strike the earth with a curse.” (Mal 3:1; 4:5–6) 	
 
John’s answer seems at odds with Jesus’ statements. While John clearly rejects 
the title of “Elijah,” Jesus just as clearly identifies John as Elijah.  

“Jesus answered and said to them, “Indeed, Elijah is coming first and will restore all 
things. But I say to you that Elijah has come already, and they did not know him but did 
to him whatever they wished. Likewise the Son of Man is also about to suffer at their 
hands.” Then the disciples understood that He spoke to them of John the Baptist.” (Mt 
17:11–13) 	

 
3. Are you the Prophet? (cf. Dt 18:15, 18-19; Jn 6:14) 

 
“The LORD your God will raise up for you a Prophet like me from your midst, from your 
brethren. Him you shall hear… and [I] will put My words in His mouth, and He shall speak 
to them all that I command Him. And it shall be that whoever will not hear My words, which 
He speaks in My name, I will require it of him.” (Dt 18:15, 18–19) 	

An Outline of John’s Gospel 
 
I. Prologue: The Identity of the Son of God (1:1-18) 
II. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 

Public Ministry (1:19-12:50) 
A. The Son of God Revealed (1:19-4:54) 

1. Beginning of Jesus’ Ministry: John’s First 
Witness, First Disciples, First Sign (1:19-2:12) 

2. Beginning of Jesus’ Public Ministry: Cleansing 
the Temple, Personal Witness, John’s Final 
Witness, Samaritan Harvest, Second Sign 
(2:13-4:54) 

B. The Son of God Rejected (5:1-12:36) 
C. Conclusion (12:37-50) 

III. Jesus Proven to be the Christ & the Son of God in His 
Passion and Resurrection (13:1-20:31) 

IV. Epilogue: The Future Mission of the Son of God (21) 
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C. Two Assertions (22-28 cf. Is 40:3-18) 
 

1. The voice of one crying in the wilderness (cf. Is 40:3) 
 

2. The unworthy baptizer (cf. Ezek 36:25) 
 

If John’s hearers had actually listened to his words, they would have been 
startled. In your very midst stands the One for whom I am preparing. Well whose way was 
John preparing? The ___________! That is why John was not worthy even to 
loosen the strap of His sandal. 
 

 
III. Foundations for Gospel Ministry and Life 
 

A. A Call to Courage (cf. Mt 10:32-33) 
 

John serves as a paradigm for us as Christians: this is what it is to bear witness to 
Jesus in the face of opposition. 

“Therefore whoever confesses Me before men, him I will also confess before My Father who 
is in heaven. But whoever denies Me before men, him I will also deny before My Father 
who is in heaven.” (Matthew 10:32–33) 	

 
So the Apostle tells us that John “confessed and did not deny, and he confessed.” John was 
courageous and unashamed. C.S. Lewis writes in The Screwtape Letters: 

“Courage is not simply one of the virtues, but the form of every virtue at the testing point, which 
means at the point of highest reality. A chastity or honesty or mercy which yields to danger will 
be chaste or honest or merciful only on conditions. Pilate was merciful till it became risky.” 

 
  

B. A Call to Humility (cf. Pr 22:29; 2 Tim 2:24-26) 
 

Second, John’s interaction with the Pharisees summons us to humility.  
“And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, in 
humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, 
so that they may know the truth, and that they may come to their senses and escape the 
snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.” (2 Tim 2:24–26) 	

 
 

C. A Call to Ministers (cf. 1 Tim 1:12-16) 
 

I thank Christ Jesus our Lord who has enabled me, because He counted me faithful, putting me into 
the ministry, although I was formerly a blasphemer, a persecutor, and an insolent man…This is a 
faithful saying and worthy of all acceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the world to save sinners, of 
whom I am chief. However, for this reason I obtained mercy, that in me first Jesus Christ might 
show all long-suffering as a pattern to those who are going to believe on Him for everlasting life.  

 
 
IV. Conclusion 


