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Christian Kids Need Parents 
Parenting Basics 
Malachi 2:13-15; 4:4-6 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Eternal Father (cf. Eph 3:14-15) 
 
God is the Eternal Father. All earthly fathers derive their identity from the Heavenly Father. 
We don’t project fatherhood onto God; we derive fatherhood from Him. Paul writes, “For this 
reason I bow my knees to the Father of our Lord Jesus Christ, from whom the whole family [every father group] 
in heaven and earth is named…” God is the ___________; we are the ___________.  
 
 
II. Parental Principles 
 

A. Parental Authority 
 

1. God’s Ministers (cf. Lk 2:51-52; Heb 5:8) 
 

The authority / submission relationship is not a result of the Fall. It is a part of God’s 
good creation. As parents, therefore, our calling is to teach our children the 
blessing and gift of authority in their lives. Christian kids need parents. 
 

a. Modeling Obedience 
 

One of the ways that we ____________ obedience is by requiring obedience of our 
children. When we require obedience, we are doing it as God’s ministers: God 
is the one who commands your children to obey you; this isn’t your idea.  
 
b. Blessing of Obedience (cf. Ex 20:12; Pr 29:23; 30:17) 

 
It is ______________ to despise parental authority. Remember Solomon’s 
warning: “The eye that mocks his father, and scorns obedience to his mother, the ravens of 
the valley will pick it out, and the young eagles will eat it” (Pr 30:17). God takes the 
authority of parents seriously.  

 
c. Meaning of Obedience 

 
We are obedient when we do what is asked of us joyfully from the heart. This 
means that we should respond to the command “without challenge, without excuse, 
and without delay” (Tripp, 134).  
 
d. Obedience & Submission 

 
Obedience is a form of submission – placing my will under another’s. It is 
important to remember that submission is only really submission when we 
disagree with the one to whom we’re submitting.  
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2. Fathers in Israel (cf. Eph 6:4; Col 3:21) 
 

“Throughout Scripture, fathers are the parents, and their wives are their assistants. The wife is a 
crucial assistant. Parenting is a team sport. It is very hard to do alone. But in a two-parent 
family, Dad is the chief parent, the one accountable to God for his family. Mom is there to assist 
him” (Farley, 126). 
 
Note that there are two direct commands regarding parenting in the NT – and 
both are directed to fathers: 

• Ephesians 6:4 - And you, fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring 
them up in the training and admonition of the Lord. 

• Colossians 3:21 - Fathers, do not provoke your children, lest they become discouraged. 
 
 

B. Parental Example (cf. Mt 18:6-7) 
 

Parents are to provide an example of faithful Christian living to their 
kids. God calls us to set before our children a godly example that 
highlights the glory of Christ and the beauty of belief. It is this example 
that lends weight and credence to our authority.  

 
Jesus took up a little child in His arms and said to His disciples, “Whoever 
causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to sin, it would be better for him if a 
millstone were hung around his neck, and he were drowned in the depth of the sea. 
Woe to the world because of offenses! For offenses must come, but woe to that man by 
whom the offense comes!” (Mt 18:6-7) 
 

 
C. Parental Promises (cf. Ps 25:12-13; 103:17; 112:1-2; 128:1-4) 

 
God uses ____________ to accomplish our salvation. God the Spirit uses the Word 
preached and taught, He uses the sacraments faithfully administered, to awaken our 
consciences and enable us to flee to Christ for salvation. In the case of Christian kids, 
one of the primary means that God uses to bring them to faith is godly parents.  

• Psalm 25:12–13 - Who is the man that fears the LORD? Him shall He teach in the way He 
chooses. 13 He himself shall dwell in prosperity, And his descendants shall inherit the earth.  

• Psalm 103:17 - But the mercy of the LORD is from everlasting to everlasting On those who fear 
Him, And His righteousness to children’s children, 

• Psalm 112:1–2 - Blessed is the man who fears the LORD, Who delights greatly in His 
commandments. 2 His descendants will be mighty on earth; The generation of the upright will be 
blessed. 

• Psalm 128:1–4 - Blessed is every one who fears the LORD, Who walks in His ways. 2 When you 
eat the labor of your hands, You shall be happy, and it shall be well with you. 3 Your wife shall be 
like a fruitful vine In the very heart of your house, Your children like olive plants All around your 
table. 4 Behold, thus shall the man be blessed Who fears the LORD. 

 
III. Conclusion 

“To give children good 
instruction, and a bad 
example, is but 
beckoning to them with 
the head to show them 
the way to heaven, 
while we take them by 
the hand and lead them 
in the way to hell.”  
Archbishop 
Tillotson (1630-94) 
 


