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I. God the Rewarder (cf. Heb 11:6) 
 
But without _________ it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that 
He is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him. (Hebrews 11:6) 
 
In Psalm 28 David prays that God would vindicate him by preserving him from the judgment that is sure to fall on 
the wicked; then, confident of God’s justice, David praises God and prays for God’s people. 
 
II. Crying for Help and Rejoicing in Help 
 

A. Plea (1-4 cf. Gen 18:25) 
 
 
 

B. Answer (5) 
 
 
 

C. Praise (6-8) 
 
 
 

D. Petition (9 cf. Dt 32:9) 
 
 
 
 
III. Pushing the Antithesis 
 

A. Antithesis (Gen 3:15; Ps 11:5; Pr 15:29; Jn 3:36) 
 

Our psalm reminds us that one consequence of God’s showing mercy after the Fall is that 
there are those who live for God and those who rebel against God in history. In theological 
terms, there is an _____________ in the world – between belief and unbelief; between the 
righteous and the wicked; between the kingdom of light and the kingdom of darkness. 

• Hands – (2c,4c,5b) 
• Heart – (3d, 7b,c) 
• Voice – (1,2,3c,7d) 
• God to – (1,5,7-9) 
• David’s Prayer for – (3-4,9) 
• Outcome – (1,4,5,7-9) 

 

Ps	11:5	-	The	LORD	tests	the	righteous,	
But	the	wicked	and	the	one	who	loves	
violence	His	soul	hates.	
Pr	15:29	–	The	Lord	is	far	from	the	
wicked,	but	He	hears	the	prayer	of	the	
righteous.	
	



 2 

B. Crying for Justice (cf. Mt 22:15ff; Mk 14:21; 1 Pet 2:23; Rev 6:10) 
 

The psalms refreshingly remind us that wickedness is indeed wicked. They call us, like our 
God, to hate wickedness and despise it; they summon us to pray that the wicked would turn 
from their wickedness and, failing that, get what they deserve. The wicked, so long as he 
remains wicked, stands under the ___________ of God and will be judged of God. And it is 
appropriate for Christians who are suffering to pray for justice. 
 
But it is important to remember that these prayers do not give us a license for __________. 
In fact, they are the exact opposite of revenge. Crying for justice and knowing that God will 
hear us is what undermines the longing for revenge. Revenge is the fruit of a heart that 
believes there is no _____________. 

Repay no one evil for evil… Beloved, do not avenge yourselves, but rather give place to wrath; for it is 
written, “Vengeance is Mine, I will repay,” says the Lord. Therefore “If your enemy is hungry, feed him; 
If he is thirsty, give him a drink; For in so doing you will heap coals of fire on his head.” Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good. (Romans 12:17a, 19-21) 

 
 

C. Walking by Faith (Heb 11:32-39 
 

How can we believe that God is a rewarder of those who diligently seek Him when those who 
diligently seek Him frequently suffer in this life? 

And what more shall I say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon and Barak and Samson 
and Jephthah, also of David and Samuel and the prophets: who through faith subdued kingdoms, 
worked righteousness, obtained promises, stopped the mouths of lions, quenched the violence of fire, 
escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made strong, became valiant in battle, turned to 
flight the armies of the aliens. Women received their dead raised to life again. [35b] Others were 
tortured, not accepting deliverance, that they might obtain a better resurrection. Still others had trial 
of mockings and scourgings, yes, and of chains and imprisonment. They were stoned, they were sawn 
in two, were tempted, were slain with the sword. They wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins, 
being destitute, afflicted, tormented—of whom the world was not worthy. They wandered in deserts 
and mountains, in dens and caves of the earth. (Hebrews 11:32-39) 

 
What Paul is declaring is this: to walk by faith is to place one’s trust in God and obey Him regardless of 
the consequences knowing that He will reward us in His time. 
  

1. The Health & Wealth Heresy 
 
 
 

2. The Centrality of the Resurrection (Lk 2:34-35; Heb 11:25-26; 12:2) 
 

Moses who chose rather to suffer affliction with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of 
sin, esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he looked to the 
_____________ (Heb 11:25-26). 

 
 
IV. Conclusion 


