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C O V E N A N TA L  =  
R E F O R M E D  FA I T H

• Q. What is your only comfort in life and 
death?  

• A. That I am not my own, but belong with 
body and soul, both in life and in death, 
to my faithful Saviour Jesus Christ. He 
has fully paid for all my sins with His 
precious blood, and has set me free from 
all the power of the devil. He also 
preserves me in such a way that without 
the will of my heavenly Father not a hair 
can fall from my head; indeed, all things 
must work together for my salvation. 
Therefore, by His Holy Spirit He also 
assures me of eternal life and makes me 
heartily willing and ready from now on to 
live for Him. (Heidelberg Catechism 1: 
1563)



I. Understanding the 
Backbone of the Bible

• Ephesians 2:12–22 NRSV - Remember that you were at that time 
without Christ, being aliens from the commonwealth of Israel, and 
strangers to the covenants of [the] promise, having no hope and 
without God in the world. 

• But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been 
brought near by the blood of Christ . . . that he might create in 
himself one new humanity in place of the two, thus making peace . . . 

• So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household of God, built 
upon the foundation of the apostles and prophets, with Christ Jesus 
himself as the cornerstone. In him the whole structure is joined 
together and grows into a holy temple in the Lord; in whom you also 
are built together spiritually into a dwelling place for God.



I. Understanding the 
Backbone of the Bible

•  … Israelites, to whom belongs the adoption as sons, and the 
glory and the covenants and the giving of the Law and the 
temple service and the promises, Romans 9:4

• In the same way He took the cup also after supper, saying, “This 
cup is the new covenant in My blood; do this, as often as you 
drink it, in remembrance of Me.” 1 Corinthians 11:25

•  Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the 
great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal 
covenant, even Jesus our Lord, Hebrews 13:20



The Promise  
of the Covenant

What is a Covenant?

Promises imply relationship and responsibility.



In Sickness and in Health



Robertson McQuilkin - President Emeritis of CIU



Covenant Definition
•  “The Covenant” is foundationally the union of love within 

the Triune God. 

• God’s covenant character is revealed in the promises and 
obligations in the unfolding story of redemptive history. 

• Thus the “eternal covenant” (Heb. 13:20) manifests the 
nature of the Covenant Lord (Yahweh). 

• This one redemptive Oath guiding cosmic history (Eph. 
3:10-11) has been administered through the biblical 
“covenants of promise” (Eph. 2:12): 

• Adamic, Noahic, Abrahamic, Mosaic, Davidic, and supremely 
and finally declared in the New Covenant and fulfilled 
through the One Mediator, Jesus.



• A biblical conviction regarding “The 
Covenant” bears fruit in -

• Worship - Rites - “Church” 

• Family - Relatives - “Children”

• A Kingdom outlook - Reign - “Culture”

The Fruit of  
Covenant Faithfulness



B I B L I C A L  C O V E N A N T S

Covenant
(Administration)

Sign Descendants 
Included

Creation/Adamic Tree of Life 1 Cor. 15:22, 
Rom. 5:12

Noahic Rainbow Heb. 11:7
Abrahamic
 (Other Patriarchs)

Circumcision,
Sacrifices, Meals

Gen. 17:9, 31:54, 
Job 1:5, 

Mosaic Passover, Sacrificial 
System

Ex. 12:24

Davidic Throne (?) Ps. 89:3-4
New Covenant Baptism

Lord’s Supper
Acts 2:39ff, 1 Cor. 

10:1-7



Covenant 
(Administration)

Rites/Covenant Signs

Creation/Adamic Tree of Life
Noahic Rainbow
Abrahamic Circumcision 

Sacrifices/Meals
Mosaic Passover Meal
Davidic Scepter/Throne
New Covenant Baptism (entrance) 

Lord's Supper 
(continuance) 

II. Understanding the 
Relationship Between Covenants



Share in the Signs & Seals  
of the Covenant

• Understanding the Signs and Seals (Rom. 
4:11) affects Worship.

• These are the worship-actions of our faith 
and constitute the visible oaths by which 
we are to live (baptism & communion). 

• We are growing “into a holy temple . . . a 
dwelling place for God” (Eph. 2:20-22).

• Implication: Covenant Renewal Worship. 



Worship

• Cleansing Rites (Call, Confession & 
Absolution)

• The Word - Both Cleansing and 
Nourishing

• Communing Rites (Offertory, Eucharist)



Communion



Covenant Renewal Worship
• The sequence of our worship follows from the “service” (leitourgia/

latreia) of the old covenant. 

• The basic order of sacrifice is emphasized in Lev. 9:22: “And having 
sacrificed the sin offering (chattat), the burnt offering (olah) and the 
fellowship offering (shelamim), he stepped down.” 

• Better translations would have it: Purification Offering, Presence 
Offering, then Peace Offering.

•  “The order of the last group [of sacrifices] was significant...” (IVP 
NBC).

• “Christian worship has the same form: Entrance and confession of 
sin; renewal as persons; Ascension and the hearing of the Word, 
empowered by the Spirit. The word chops us up (Hebrews 4:12). 
Fellowship at the Table, with the Son. Blessing and Sending 
Forth.” (James B. Jordan). 



Covenantal Worship is a Pattern

• The order of our worship follows the robustly Biblical 
pattern of Call, Confession, Consecration, Communion, 
and Commission. 

• God calls us into His presence to worship; God charges us 
to corporately confess our sins; God comforts us with the 
declaration of our forgiveness through the gospel; God 
speaks to us through His Word; God receives the fruit of 
our lives and labors in the offering; God feeds us at His 
Table; God blesses us in the benediction and sends us to 
out to serve in His victorious kingdom.



A Covenantal View
of the Christian Faith

                        
“Know therefore that the Lord thy God, He is God, the faithful God, which keepeth covenant and mercy 

with them that love him and keep his commandments to a thousand generations.”    Deuteronomy 7:9 

 

  Rejoicing In God’s Precious Promises     
     We welcome Dr. Gregg Strawbridge 
        “A Covenantal View of the Christian Faith” 
                       October 1415, 2016   
 Rev. Strawbridge  has served as First Pastor of All Saints Presbyterian Church (CREC) in 
Lancaster, PA since 2001.   His publications include numerous booklets and articles on 
theology, music, worship, education,and philosophy.  He is also director of 
WordMp3.com, an online library, which includes many articles and musical  recordings. 
Gregg, and his  wife Sharon, have three collegeage daughters (Joy, Jenna and Juli) and 
live in Brownstown, PA. 
   
  
                                    Westminster Community Church 
                              171 Aultman Ave. NW Canton OH 44708 
                        For more information visit us on Facebook or 
acovenantalviewofthechristianfaith.wordpress.com or call 3302091225  
 



Session 2
Children & the Covenants



Juli, Joy, and Jenna Strawbridge



I. How Children Fit into the 
Old Testament Covenants



B I B L I C A L  C O V E N A N T S

Covenant
(Administration)

Sign Descendants 
Included

Creation/Adamic Tree of Life 1 Cor. 15:22, 
Rom. 5:12

Noahic Rainbow Heb. 11:7
Abrahamic
 (Other Patriarchs)

Circumcision,
Sacrifices, Meals

Gen. 17:9, 31:54, 
Job 1:5, 

Mosaic Passover, Sacrificial 
System

Ex. 12:24

Davidic Throne (?) Ps. 89:3-4
New Covenant Baptism

Lord’s Supper
Acts 2:39ff, 1 Cor. 

10:1-7



Covenant 
(Administration)

Rites/Signs Relatives

Creation/
Adamic

Tree of Life 1Cor. 15:22 “As in Adam all die”

Noahic Rainbow Gen. 7:1/Heb. 11:7 “Salvation of his 
household”

Abrahamic Circumcision 
Sacrifices/Meals

Gen. 17:9-13 “You and your 
descendants after you”

Mosaic Passover Meal Ex. 12:24 “For you and your children 
forever”

Davidic Scepter/Throne Ps. 89:3-4 “I will establish your seed 
forever, and build up your throne to 
all generations”

New Covenant Baptism 
(entrance) 
Lord's Supper 
(continuance) 

Acts 2:39 “The promise is for you 
and your children” 
1Cor. 10:17 “We all partake of that 
one bread” 
1Cor. 12:13 “We were all baptized 
into one body. . . and made to drink 
of one Spirit”



Children are Included in Covenants

• In every administration of the covenants of promise, 
the central promise is that He will be “God to you and 
your descendants” (Gen. 17:7, Dt. 7:9, 30:6, 1Chr. 16:15, 
Ps. 103:17, 105:8). 

• This is essential since redemption includes the fallen 
sons of Adam and daughters of Eve. Just as in Israel we 
are “no longer strangers and aliens, but you are citizens 
with the saints and also members of the household of 
God” (Eph. 2:19).  And just as with Noah, Abraham and 
Moses, this includes our children.

• This passage (Eph. 2) answers the argument: “That’s the 
Old Testament”



“Thee and Thy Seed” in the New Covenant

•Despite this promise: “God to you 
and your descendants” (Gen. 17:7, Dt. 
7:9, 30:6, 1Chr. 16:15, Ps. 103:17, 
105:8). 

•One Baptist writer says, “Nowhere in 
the content of the new covenant is 
the principle ‘thee and thy seed’ 
mentioned.” (David Kingdon)



“Thee and Thy Seed” in the New Covenant

• Jeremiah 31:1: “At that time,’ declares the LORD, ‘I will be the 
God of all the families of Israel, and they shall be My people.’” 

• Jeremiah 31:17: [Though Rachel weeps for her children 
(destroyed in captivity), when they return] “‘there is hope for 
your future,’ declares the LORD, ‘and your children shall return to 
their own territory.’”

• Jeremiah 31:33-37: “But this is the covenant which I will make 
with the house of Israel after those days,” declares the LORD, “I 
will put My law within them, and on their heart I will write it; and 
I will be their God, and they shall be My people.” . . . If this fixed 
order departs From before Me,” declares the LORD, “Then the 
offspring of Israel also shall cease From being a nation before Me 
forever. 37 Thus says the LORD, “If the heavens above can be 
measured, and the foundations of the earth searched out below, 
Then I will also cast off all the offspring of Israel for all that they 
have done,” declares the LORD.”



“Thee and Thy Seed” in the New Covenant

• Jeremiah 32:37-40: “Behold, I will gather them out of all the 
lands to which I have driven them in My anger . . . And they 
shall be My people, and I will be their God; 39 and I will 
give them one heart and one way, that they may fear Me 
always, for their own good, and for the good of their 
children after them. 40 “And I will make an everlasting 
covenant with them that I will not turn away from them, to 
do them good; and I will put the fear of Me in their hearts 
so that they will not turn away from Me. 

• Ezekiel 37:24-26: David My servant shall be king over them, 
and they shall all have one shepherd . . . . and they shall 
dwell there, they, their children, and their children’s 
children, forever; and My servant David shall be their 
prince forever. 26 “Moreover I will make a covenant of 
peace with them, and it shall be an everlasting covenant 
with them . . .” (NKJV)



The New Covenant Includes Kids
• In context the New Covenant explicitly includes children. 

“My people” is “the families of Israel”—“they shall be My 
people” (31:1); “Thy people, the remnant of Israel . . . the 
woman  with  child  and  she  who  is  in  labor  with  child, 
together; a great company, they shall return here (31:7-8); 
“My  people  shall  be  satisfied  with  My  goodness”  .  .  . 
“Rachel” is comforted because “your children shall return 
to  their  own  territory”  (31:14-17).  “My  people”  are 
explicitly  inclusive  of  the  children  in  context  (31:1,  7-8, 
14-17) and the “offspring of Israel” (31:36 & 37).



II. How Children Fit into the 
New Covenant



The New Testament clearly 
and explicitly and 

emphatically provides texts 
which indicate child-inclusion 

in the Church



C H I L D R E N  I N  T H E  C H U R C H
The Place of Believers’ Children: 
The Same in Both Testaments

Old Testament New Testament

Duties of 
Parents

“Command his children to keep the way 
of the LORD” (Gen. 18:19)

“Bring them up in the discipline and 
instruction of the Lord” (Eph. 6:4)

Duties of 
Children

“Honor your father and mother” (Ex. 
20:12) 

“Obey your parents” (Eph. 6:2)

Blessings “Live long in the land” (Ex. 20:12) “Live long on the earth” (Eph. 6:3)

Children Must 
Obey the Word 

“Your son and your grandson might fear 
the LORD your God, to keep all His 
statutes” (Deut. 6:2)

“Continue in the things [Scripture] you have 
learned” from infancy” (2 Tim. 3:14-15)

Household 
Leadership

“As for me and my house, we will serve 
the LORD” (Josh. 24:15)

“Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you will be 
saved, you and your household” (Acts 16:31)

Promised 
Reality 

“I will pour out My Spirit on your 
offspring” (Is. 44:3)

“For the promise [of the Spirit] is to you and 
your children” (Acts 2:39)

Duration of 
Inclusion

“To a thousandth generation” with those 
w h o l o v e H i m a n d k e e p H i s 
commandments” (Deut. 7:9) 

“His mercy is upon generation after 
generation toward those who fear Him” (Luke 
1:50) 

Sign of 
Inclusion

“ A l l t h e m e n o f [ A b r a h a m ’ s ] 
household. . . were circumcised” (Gen. 
17:27)

The jailer “was baptized, he and all his 
household” (16:33) (Cornelius’, Lydia’s, 
Crispus’, Stephanus’ households, too)



C O V E N A N TA L  S P I R T U A L  F O R M AT I O N

• “For I have chosen him, in order that he may command his 
children and his household after him to keep the way of the 
LORD by doing righteousness and justice; in order that the 
LORD may bring upon Abraham what He has spoken about 
him” (Gen. 18:19).  

• “You shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of 
them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the 
way and when you lie down and when you rise up” (Deut. 6:7) 

• “As for me and my house, we will serve the LORD” (Josh. 
24:15).



C O V E N A N TA L  S P I R T U A L  F O R M AT I O N

• Rob Rayburn (Ph.D. University of Aberdeen) 
(PCA) writes, “Over and again the Scripture 
declares that the nurture of covenant children 
in knowledge, faith, love, and obedience will 
issue in a life of covenantal faithfulness.” 

• “The covenant promise of God today is the 
same promise of God’s fatherly love, the 
forgiveness of sin, and eternal life made 
before to Abraham and it similarly embraces 
children with their Christian parents.” 





C O V E N A N T  S U C C E S S I O N
•  B. B. Warfield writes: “[T]he family . . . is 

the New Testament basis of the church of 
God . . . [God] does, indeed, require 
individual faith for salvation; but He 
organized His people in families first; and 
then into churches, recognizing in their 
very warp and woof the family 
constitution. His promises are all the 
more precious that they are to us and our 
children. And though this may not fit in 
with the growing individualism of the 
day, it is God’s ordinance.” “The Polemics of 

Infant Baptism,” The Works of Benjamin B. Warfield, vol. 
9, New York, 1932



C O V E N A N T  S U C C E S S I O N  I N  N T

• Luke 2:49-50: For the Mighty One has done great things for me; and 
holy is His name. 50 and His mercy is upon generation after 
generation toward those who fear him. 

• Acts 2:39: For the promise is for you and your children, and for all who 
are far off, as many as the Lord our God shall call to Himself. 

• Romans 4:13-17: For the promise to Abraham or to his descendants 
that he would be heir of the world was not through the Law, but 
through the righteousness of faith . . . 16 For this reason it is by faith, 
that it might be in accordance with grace, in order that the promise 
may be certain to all the descendants, not only to those who are of 
the Law, but also to those who are of the faith of Abraham, who is the 
father of us all,



• And they were bringing even their babies (brephos) to Him so that He might 
touch them, but when the disciples saw it, they began rebuking them. 16 But 
Jesus called for them, saying, “Permit the children to come to Me, and do not 
hinder them, for the kingdom of God belongs to such (toiouton) as these. 17 
Truly I say to you, whoever does not receive the kingdom of God like a child shall 
not enter it at all.” (Lk. 18:15-17) 

• Paul K. Jewett writes, “When the Jews cried out against Paul (Acts 22:22), ‘Away 
with such a one (toiouton)!’ they could hardly have meant, Away with someone 
like this man Paul.” (Baptist Defense: Infant Baptism and the Covenant of Grace) 

• And whoever receives one such (toiouto) child in My name receives Me; but 
whoever causes one of these little ones who believe in Me to stumble, it is better 
for him that a heavy millstone be hung around his neck, and that he be drowned 
in the depth of the sea. . . . See that you do not despise one of these little ones, 
for I say to you, that their angels in heaven continually behold the face of My 
Father who is in heaven. (Mt. 18:2-10)

C O V E N A N T  S U C C E S S I O N  I N  N T



• Timothy was to “continue in the things you have 
learned and become convinced of, knowing from 
whom you have learned them; and that from 
childhood (brephos, infancy) you have known the 
sacred writings which are able to give you the 
wisdom that leads to salvation through faith 
which is in Christ Jesus” (2 Tim. 3:14-15).

C O V E N A N T  S U C C E S S I O N  I N  N T



• Ephesians 6:1–4  - Children, obey your parents in 
the Lord, for this is right. 2 HONOR YOUR 
FATHER AND MOTHER (which is the first 
commandment with a promise), 3 SO THAT IT 
MAY BE WELL WITH YOU, AND THAT YOU MAY 
LIVE LONG ON THE EARTH. 

• 4 Fathers, do not provoke your children to anger, 
but bring them up in the discipline (παιδεία  paideia) 

and instruction (νουθεσίᾳ nouthesia) of the Lord. 

C O V E N A N T  S U C C E S S I O N  I N  N T



• Full Participation in Word & Sacrament Worship 
(unity of the family in worship)  

• Catechism - the intentional training of children 
(e.g., Heidelberg Catechism & Westminster 
Shorter Catechism) 

• Family Worship and Nurture (Dt. 6): Lord’s Prayer, 
Ten Commandments, Apostles/Nicene Creed 

• Christian Education (i.e., Christian Schooling/
Home Schooling)

T O O L S  F O R  C O V E N A N T  S U C C E S S I O N


