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The Legitimacy of Extra-Biblical Feasting 
Selected Scriptures 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Uses and Abuses (cf. Num 21:8-9; 2 Kgs 18:4) 

 
One of the things we see throughout Scripture is the way in which faithfulness looks different 
at different points in redemptive history. History is not static; we are called to respond in faith 
to the situation in which God places us; not the situation in which He placed our fathers. Our 
faith is in God, the Living God, who reveals Himself in His Word. This requires us to assess 
our moment in history in light of that unchanging Word, applying it to our challenges. 
 
 
II. Theological Foundations 
 

A. Liberty of Conscience (Col 2:8, 16-23 cf. Jas 4:12) 
 

• Is it _____________ to celebrate extra-biblical feasts? IOW: Does obedience to 
God consist in celebrating them? 
 

 
 
  

B. Liberty to Celebrate (Rom 14:1-8) 
 

• Is it ____________ to celebrate extra biblical feasts? If so, under what 
circumstances permissible? 

 
 
 

It is just as much a man made tradition to ___________ something that God has not forbidden as 
it is to ____________ something that God has not commanded.  

 
 
 
III. Historical Foundations 
 

A. History of Redemption (cf. Lev 23) 
 

One of our nasty tendencies is viewing Scripture as a monolithic whole; as though it all 
plopped down from heaven at once. But the Bible is not like this; it is the composition 
of numerous people over thousands of years. Hence, we can learn from the way in 
which saints in a later time responded to and used the Word of God that was 
accessible to them in their time. 
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B. Feast of Purim (Esther 9:18 – 28 cf. Jn 5:1) 
 
 

If we had operated with a strict Regulative Principle, we would have been unable to 
join Mordecai and the Jews in the celebration of this great deliverance by the Lord. 
After all, we would have complained, where did they find justification for such a feast 
in the Law? There was no direct command to do this anywhere. 
 
Our question would, however, totally miss the point: God saved Israel. How could the 
Israelites do anything but celebrate? 
 
 
 
 
 
 

IV. Practical Applications 
 

A. Legitimacy of Celebrations 
 

 
 
 

B. Liberty of Celebration 
 

1. Mandatory Celebrations – the Lord’s Day.  
 
 
 
 

2. Voluntary Celebrations 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
V. Conclusion 
 
 


