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The Method of Church Discipline 
Matthew 18:1-35 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. A Sense of Superiority  
 

A. Who is the Greatest? 
 

We must beware lest our desire to be ____________ in the kingdom of God 
degenerate into self-righteousness and a sense of superiority.  
 

 
B. The Gospel vs. Self-Righteousness (cf. Lk 18:9-14) 

 
The Gospel announces that our standing with God is not based on anything that we 
have done but is based on Jesus’ life, death, and resurrection on our behalf. If we are 
to be saved, it is as _____________, those who are unworthy of life with God but 
made worthy by the sacrifice of Jesus.  

 
 
II. Why Practice Church Discipline? (cf. 1 Cor 5:1-13; Heb 12:3-17) 
 
Church censures are necessary, for the reclaiming and gaining of offending brethren, for deterring of others from 
the like offences, for purging out of that leaven which might infect the whole lump, for vindicating the honor of 
Christ, and the holy profession of the Gospel, and for preventing the wrath of God, which might justly fall 
upon the Church, if they should suffer His covenant, and the seals thereof, to be profaned by notorious and 
obstinate offenders. (Westminster Confession, XXX.3) 
 
 
 
III. How do we practice church discipline? 
 

A. Step One: Private Confrontation 
 

One foundational principle for dealing with sin is that we are to ____________ one 
another by dealing with sin as privately and discretely as possible. Most of the sin in 
the congregation should not come to others’ awareness. 
 

 
 

B. Step Two: Confirmation of the Allegation 
 
 

The language of two or three ______________ indicates that at this point the 
legitimacy of the accusation is being established. Is this a matter of sin or simply a 
matter of different opinions, different methods, different convictions, etc.?  
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C. Step Three: Suspension from Normal Fellowship (2 Thes 3:6, 13-15) 
 

If the admonition of the elders is rejected, the third step of discipline is Suspension 
from Normal Fellowship, specifically Suspension from the ___________.  

But we command you, brethren, in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you withdraw 
from every brother who walks disorderly and not according to the tradition which he received 
from us…. But as for you, brethren, do not grow weary in doing good. And if anyone does 
not obey our word in this epistle, note that person and do not keep company with him, that 
he may be ashamed. Yet do not count him as an enemy, but admonish him as a brother. 

 
 

 
 
 

D. Step Four: Excommunication 
 

The final stage of formal church discipline is ________________, removing the 
individual from the covenant community. When the individual refuses to listen to 
the church, Jesus insists that the individual is to be to us “like a heathen and a tax 
collector” (Mt 18:17b). In other words, he is no longer to be considered a Christian 
in need of correction but an unbeliever in need of evangelism (cf. Tit 3:10-11).  

 
As a covenantal rite, excommunication is the counterpart to ___________. Baptism 
incorporates the individual into the church, marking him out as a member of Christ 
and His people. Excommunication separates the individual from Christ and His 
people. The person excommunicated is no longer to be reckoned a believer but an 
unbeliever. Whereas baptism is a rite of inclusion, excommunication is a rite of 
exclusion. 

 
James Bannerman, 19th century Scottish theologian, writes: 

In the case of the key of discipline, the office and duty of the Church are simply ministerial, 
- having power to admit to or exclude from the outward privileges of the Christian society, 
according as it believes that Christ in His Word has admitted or excluded; but having no 
power itself to open or shut the door of the invisible Church, or to give or withhold 
admission to the favour of God. In these respects, the right of discipline exercised by the 
Church is limited by the authority of Christ as the source of it. In pronouncing absolution 
or condemnation, the Church is simply declaring the sentence of Christ in the matter, 
according to its own interpretation of that sentence; it has no independent or mysterious 
authority itself to absolve from guilt, or to condemn to future punishment. In excluding from 
or admitting to the fellowship of the Christian society, the Church is merely acting according 
to its view of how Christ would in the circumstances act; and the effect of its sentence can 
carry with it no more than the giving or withdrawing of outward privileges.  

 
 
 
 
 
III. Conclusion 


