
Divorce & Remarriage 
Mark 10:1-12 

 

Introduction 
The context makes clear that marriage is a matter of discipleship. You don’t have the right to 
conduct your marriage anyway you want to. You are bought with a price, and you are not your own. 
Marriage is God’s institution. Mark has placed this discussion right after a lengthy discussion about 
how imperative it is to avoid sin, and how seriously Jesus takes the claims of discipleship. So as we 
look at the subject of divorce, we have to put it into the context of discipleship. Marriage isn’t 
something to work on primarily because it brings you more joy and less pain, but as an act of worship. 
Jesus demands much of his disciples, and those demands extend into the marriage covenant. 
 
Jesus has now traveled from Galilee into the region of Judea (v. 1). He is on his way to the cross. 
The Pharisees, forever dogging his steps, test him with a question on divorce and remarriage. There 
are four prohibitions of divorce in the gospels (Mk. 10:11-12; Lk. 16:18; Mt. 5:31-32; Mt. 19:9). The 
first two of these texts prohibit remarriage after divorce without exception, and the latter two 
include the exception of sexual immorality (Porneia). In order to understand what Mark is saying, we 
have to understand the sweep of Scripture on the question of marriage, divorce, and remarriage. 
 

Taking every thought captive 
God hates divorce (Mal. 2:16), but he does not hate everything about every divorce, and some divorces 
are more detestable to Him than others.  All divorces are the result of sin, but not all divorces are 
sinful.  In fact, some divorces are righteous: God’s divorce of Israel is one example, and Joseph’s (a 
righteous man) determination to put Mary away quietly is another (See Jer. 3:8; Mt. 1:19). 
 
In all things, we must hate what God hates, and love what He loves (Rom. 12:9).  Consequently, we 
must hate what God hates about divorce. He hates the sin that occasions it; He hates the rendering 
asunder of a union He created to reflect the relationship between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:25-
27); He hates the violation of covenant oaths; He hates the horrible damage it does to families, and 
thus to society in general. 
 
God hates divorce, and so ought we.  But we should not condemn all divorce, under every 
circumstance, out of hand.  Neither should we treat divorcees like they have committed the 
unpardonable sin. Unbiblical divorce is indeed sinful, and should not be tolerated.  But precisely 
because it is sin, it is forgivable. Biblical divorce is not sin. It does not need to be forgiven. 
 

From the beginning…  
From the very beginning, it was not good for man to be alone (Gen. 2:18).  Thus God made a  
helper corresponding to Adam.  God instituted marriage for lifelong service and companionship 
(Mal. 2:14), for bearing and nurturing godly children (Mal. 2:15), and to reflect the relationship 
between Christ and the church (Eph. 5:25-27). Sex does not constitute marriage ( see John 4:18).  
Rather a marriage is formed when a man and a woman make a solemn, public covenant with each 
other and God--a covenant of monogamy and cohabitation (Gen. 2:24). The sexual union seals and 
consummates the covenant vows. 
 
Because marriage is covenantal, it is objective.  Marriage does not make a man one in being 
(ontologically) with his wife.  They are indeed one flesh, but there is no unbreakable mystical union.  



And because covenant (contractual) vows can be broken, divorce is possible, and when it occurs--
whether biblically or unbiblically--it severs a marriage.  
 

Pharisaical Myopia 
In Gen. 2, marriage is divinely instituted.  But divorce is a human institution--it first appears in the 
biblical record as a full blown practice. Though the Jews believed Moses commanded it (Mt. 19:7), 
Jesus said it was an accommodation because of the hardness of their hearts (v. 8). Divorce was created 
by man, and God regulated the chaos of it with His law.  Rather than allow more divorces, God 
restricted divorces by His law: He restricted the reasons for divorce; He restricted the process  of 
divorce; He attached permanent consequences to divorce.  
 
But in the hands of a clever lawyer, the law can always be circumvented.  The scribes and Pharisees 
had succeeded in just this, and held to an extremely perverted view of divorce.  In typical fashion, 
they held it wrong side up.  On the one hand, they were extremely tight about the precise manner in 
which the divorce was conducted.  The legal paperwork involved in giving one’s wife the axe is very 
important to them. On the other hand, they were extremely loose about the reasons why someone 
ought to get a divorce.  
 

Jesus and divorce 
And so, the Pharisees, in Mt. 19:3, come to Jesus with a question, “Is it lawful for a man to divorce 
his wife for any cause at all.”  From his answer, and a few others texts, we see Christ’s teaching on 
divorce. 

Marriage can be lawfully dissolved.  The bond that unites man and woman is not 
metaphysical, but covenantal.  Covenant vows can be broken, and when they are, they have 
implications on the other spouse’s ability to keep their covenant vows. 
Restrictions (5:32; 19:9).  In contrast to the school of Rabbi Hillel, Jesus lists one lawful 
reason to divorce:  porneia.  Porneia is a Greek word used for sexual immorality, and in this 
context it would primarily refer to adultery. But it could also refer to incest, prostitution, 
homosexuality and bestiality.  
Unlawful divorce stigmatizes the innocent party divorce (5:32): Jesus goes on to tell us 
the consequences of divorcing one’s wife for frivolous reasons.  And here we run into an 
interpretational difficulty. There are good reasons for us to depart from our translation, and 
adopt the view that frivolous divorce causes the wronged spouse, and anyone she 
subsequently marries, to be stigmatized as those who have committed adultery (when they 
have not).   

 
Paul and divorce (1 Cor. 7) 
Jesus gives only one reason for divorce, but Paul adds another--desertion by an unbeliever.  Why is 
this?  It is because they each addressed different situations. Jesus was addressing the covenant 
people of God, who were commanded to marry within the faith. In this context, the only grounds 
for divorce was porneias. But as the gospel spread throughout the world, it caused a number of mixed 
marriages--where one spouse would be soundly converted, while the other remained in their sins.  In 
such a situation, the Corinthians wanted to know, what should they do? Is the believing spouse 
defiled by the unbeliever?  Paul replies that such is not the case (1 Cor. 7:14), and the unequally 
yoked couple should not divorce--unless the unbeliever wants to go.  In such cases, Christians are 
commanded to release them (1 Cor. 7:15), for “God has called us to peace.”  
 


