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Do Not Harden Your Hearts 
Hebrews 3:7-19 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
 
 
II. A Summons to Worship 
 

A. The Summons (Ps 95:1-7c) 
 
 
 

B. The Warning (Ps 95:7d-11 cf. Ex 17:1-7; Num 20:1-13) 
 
 
 
   

C. The Assumption 
 

If we’re being summoned to worship, why worry about hearing _________ voice? 
Aren’t we the ones doing the speaking? Do you see the psalmist’s assumption? Why 
do we come to worship? We come to hear ________ speak to us. 
 

• Speaking in the Word 
 

• Speaking in the Psalms 
 
 

 
III. Hardening the Heart 
 

A. Layer upon layer 
 

 
Paul does with _________ exactly what the Psalmist did with the Scriptures that he 
had at his disposal. We have layer upon layer. The psalmist looked back at Israel in 
the wilderness and warned his generation to avoid sinning in this fashion. Then Paul 
looked back at the wilderness through the psalm and warned his generation. And 
now we can do the same in our own day – looking back through Paul, through the 
psalmist, to the original incident in the wilderness. 
 

Outline of Hebrews 
1:1-4      Introduction: Prophet, Priest, and King 
1:5-2:18      Jesus the Exalted King 
3:1-4:13      Jesus the Exalted Prophet 
4:14-10:18   Jesus the Exalted Priest 
10:19-13:19 The Necessity of Faith 
13:20-25      Conclusion: Benedictions & Blessings 
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B. A Warning to believers 
 
 

The reason we must take Psalm 95 seriously is because the admonition is directed to 
__________, to the people of God. It was those who experienced the Exodus – the 
people of God – who died in the wilderness. God’s gracious promises do not 
operate in the absence of _________. Rather He fulfills His promises in the lives of 
the faithful even as he did with Moses and Jesus. So we must persevere! We must 
beware hardening our hearts! We must beware turning against God. For if we do, 
then we too will become subject to His wrath; we will die in the wilderness just like 
our fathers. 

 
 
 

C. Faith and Perseverance 
 
 

Perseverance reveals the legitimacy, the truth of our _________. It is not as though 
perseverance makes our faith genuine; we don’t somehow merit salvation by holding 
fast to Christ. May it never be! Rather genuine faith perseveres – perseverance 
reveals that what we’ve got is the real thing.  

 
 
 
 

D. The Role of Word and Community (cf. Ro 10:14) 
 

So if genuine faith perseveres, then why do we need to exhort one another daily? 
Can’t we just sit back and relax? No! For God always uses _________ to accomplish 
his ends. God uses the ___________ of His Word spoken on the lips of our 
brethren to enable us to persevere. The Scriptures are a means of _________, a means 
that God uses to equip us to walk in faith.  

 
 
 
 
 
IV. Unconditional Love 
 
 
 
 
V. Conclusion 


