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Preparing for the Kingdom 
Malachi 4:4-6 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. The Mount of Transfiguration (Mt 17:1ff) 

 
 
 
II. Exhortation: Remember the Law of Moses 
 

A. Covenant Enforcers 
 
 

B. Statutes and Ordinances – THEOS 
 
 
 
III. Promise: I will send you Elijah the prophet 
 

A. Certainty of his arrival (cf. Mt 17:10-13) 
 
 

B. Nature of his calling (cf. Lk 1:13-17) 
 

 
Recall the nature of Elijah’s ministry: Elijah ministered at a very dark time in Israel’s history. 
Under the influence of King Ahab and Queen Jezebel, Israel was worshiping the Baals and 
Ashtaroths. So pervasive was this idolatry that Elijah felt that he alone was righteous – that 
there were no servants of Yahweh remaining. In the midst of this dark time, Elijah called 
Israel back to the Lord and demonstrated that Yahweh was the living God. But this required 
him to poke and to prod and to call down sanctions on Israel. For this King Ahab despised 
him and railed at him on one occasion, “Is that you, thou troubler of Israel?” Elijah was perceived 
as a troublemaker. But Elijah responded to Ahab, “I have not troubled Israel, but you and your 
father’s house have, in that you have forsaken the commandments of the Lord and have followed the Baals.” 
Ahab was the real troublemaker in Israel – Elijah came to restore peace and unity. The 
nature of his ministry, the goal of his ministry, was to reestablish unity – unity in families, 
unity in Israel. His goal was to restore Israel so that Israel would receive the blessings of her 
Covenant Lord. 
 

 
C. Purpose of his ministry 

 
 

1:1 Intro: The Messenger of the Kingdom 
1:2-5 Covenant Love in Christ’s Kingdom 
1:6 - 2:9 Priestly Covenants in Christ’s Kingdom 
2:10-16 Covenant Treachery in Christ’s Kingdom 
2:17-3:6 Jesus, the Messenger of the Covenant 
3:7-12 Covenant Tribute in Christ’s Kingdom 
3:13–4:3 Covenantal Sanctions in Christ’s Kingdom 
4:4-6 Conclusion: Preparing for the Kingdom 
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IV. Fulfillment: John the Baptist 
 

A. The Person of John (Mt 11:14; 17:11-13; Lk 1:13-17) 
 

 
 
B. The Work of John 

 
 
 
V. Application 
 

A. Remember the Law of Christ 
 
God’s law and his promises do not collide, they complement one another. So we are called 
to remember God’s law in Christ and, by the power of the Spirit, fulfill the terms of the 
covenant that God has made with us. 

 
B. Anticipate the Fulfillment of God’s Promises 

 
God’s fulfillment of his promise in Malachi assures us that God will fulfill all his promises. 
All the nations of the earth will fear the Lord and turn to Him. Jesus will return in glory to 
consummate His kingdom and feast with His bride. All things shall be made new; all shall be 
raised from the dead. So we should be saturated with thankfulness and gratitude and joy.  
 
C. Remember the Ministry of John 

 
Your life is bigger than yourself. You don’t exist to draw folks to your greatness and sagacity 
but to the greatness and sagacity of your master Jesus. If we fail as disciples to point to Jesus, 
to prepare the way for the Lord’s arrival through our conversations and actions, then we 
have failed to imitate John. Eugene Peterson writes that the genius of the Word of God is 
that “When we submit our lives to what we read in Scripture, we find that we are not being led to see God in 
our stories but our stories in God’s. God is the larger context and plot in which our stories find themselves.”  
 
• He would turn the hearts of the fathers to the children. In other words, when the Spirit of God 

is at work in the lives of men, he moves them to take their God given calling to rear and 
shepherd children seriously. The Spirit of God does not lead men away from care and 
cultivation of their children but toward it.  

 
• He would turn the hearts of the children to the fathers. In other words, when the Spirit of God 

is at work in the lives of children, he moves them to take their God-given calling to 
honor and respect their fathers seriously. The Spirit of God does not lead children away 
from respect and honor but toward it.  

 
VI. Conclusion 


