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Fully Pleasing to Him 
Colossians 1:9-14 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
 
 
 
II. Two Basic Petitions 
 

A. That you may be filled (v. 9) 
 

Before Paul prays that the Colossians would ______ something, he first prays that 
________ would do something in them. God’s work in our lives always precedes our 
work for Him. This is the good news, the Gospel. While we were sinners, Christ died 
for us. While we are unable in ourselves to please God, God of His mercy and grace 
gives us the ability to please Him. God always __________ what He ____________. 

 
 
 
 
In praying that the Colossians “be filled with the knowledge of His will”, Paul is praying 
that they may grow, by the grace of God, in their grasp of God’s saving purpose in 
Christ as that is revealed in the ______________. The qualifiers that Paul adds “in 
all wisdom and spiritual understanding” reinforce this emphasis – Paul wants them to 
grow in maturity and this maturation will only take place as God fills them with a 
knowledge of His will, fills them with an understanding of the _____________. 

 
 
B. That you may walk worthy (v. 10a) 

 
After praying that God would fill them with a knowledge of His will, Paul then 
proceeds to pray that they would ___________ something – that they would walk 
worthy of the Lord, being fully pleasing to Him. The outgrowth of being filled with a 
knowledge of God’s will, of growing in wisdom and spiritual discernment, is that we 
walk in a way that _____________ Him. The more we are filled with a knowledge of 
His Word, the more we are to imitate Him, to walk worthy of Him – worthy of the 
very One who is at work in us by His Spirit. 

 
 
 
 

• The Letter Opening (1:1 – 2:5) 

• 1:1-2 – Greeting  

• 1:3-8 – This is how I am thanking God for you 

• 1:9-23 – This is how I am praying for you 

• 1:24-2:5 – This is what I am doing for you 

• The Letter Body (2:6 – 4:6) 

• The Letter Closing: Greetings, Plans, and 
Instructions (4:7 – 18) 



 2 

III. Contours of a Mature Christian Walk 
 

A. Bearing fruit in every good work (v. 10b) 
 

First, Paul insists that a _____________ Christian walk is characterized by bearing 
fruit in every good work. 

 
 

B. Increasing in the knowledge of God (v. 10c) 
 

Second, Christian maturity manifests itself in an increasing knowledge of God. 
Christian obedience is not first and foremost a matter of _______________ but of 
imitating God. The function of God’s ___________ is to reveal His character – and 
as we learn more of His character, as His character comes to be increasingly reflected 
in our own, what we do will be a reflection of our knowledge of Him. So Christian 
maturity manifests itself in an increasing knowledge of God. 

 
C. Being strengthened by His glorious might (v. 11) 

 
Third, Christian maturity does not lose its awareness of utter _______________ on 
the grace and strength of God. 

 
 
 

D. Giving thanks to the Father (vv. 12-14) 
 

Fourth and finally, Christian maturity overflows with ________________. 

 
 
 
IV. Application 
 

A. For it is God who is at work in you (cf. Phil 2:12-13) 
 

 
 
 
 

B. Fully pleasing to Him (cf. Lk 1:6; 2:25) 
 
 


