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The Image of God 
Genesis 1:26-28 
Stuart W. Bryan 
 
I. Introduction 
 
 
II. The Challenge of Defining the Image of God 
 

A. Aristotelian Abstraction 
 
 
 

 
B. Contextual Ignorance 

 
 
 
 
 
III. Created in God’s Image 
 

A. Anthropology 
 

 
B. Imago Dei (cf. Gen 5:1-2) 

 
• God _______________ the world, so man is a _______________ being (cf. 

1:1; 4:21-22); what God creates is _______________, so man makes good things 
out of those which he is given (2:11,12) 

 
 
 

• God ________________ so man _______________ both in word and in 
writing (cf. 1:3; 2:23); 

 
 
 

• God _______________ over all things, so man is created to exercise 
_______________ over all the world (cf. 1:26; 2:15; Ps 82:1ff); 
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• God _______________ one thing from another, so man _______________ the 
creatures of the earth (cf. 1:3-4; 2:19-20); 

 
 

• God _______________ freely to His creatures, so man practices 
_______________ and open-handedness (cf. 1:29-30); 

 
 

• God _______________ and enjoys the fruit of His labor, so man 
_______________ the goodness of God and enjoys the fruit of his hands (cf. 
2:2-3; 1 Kgs 4:25). 

 
 
 

IV. Application 
 

A. Recovering the Image (Col 3:8-11) 
 
 

 
 
 

B. Exercising Dominion 
 
 
 
 
 

C. Honoring God’s Image (Gen 9:6; Jas 3:9) 
 

1. Respecting the Image by Punishing Justly (Gen 9:6) 
 
 
 
 
 

2. Respecting the Image by Speaking Righteously (Jas 3:9) 
 
 
 
 
V. Conclusion 


