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Text: 39 And when they had performed everything according to the Law of the Lord, they 

returned into Galilee, to their own town of Nazareth. 40 And the child grew and became strong, 

filled with wisdom. And the favor of God was upon him. 

41 Now his parents went to Jerusalem every year at the Feast of the Passover. 42 And when he 

was twelve years old, they went up according to custom. 43 And when the feast was ended, as 

they were returning, the boy Jesus stayed behind in Jerusalem. His parents did not know it, 

44 but supposing him to be in the group they went a day's journey, but then they began to search 

for him among their relatives and acquaintances, 45 and when they did not find him, they 

returned to Jerusalem, searching for him. 46 After three days they found him in the temple, 

sitting among the teachers, listening to them and asking them questions. 47 And all who heard 

him were amazed at his understanding and his answers. 48 And when his parents saw him, they 

were astonished. And his mother said to him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your 

father and I have been searching for you in great distress.” 49 And he said to them, “Why were 

you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my Father's house?” 50 And they did 

not understand the saying that he spoke to them. 51 And he went down with them and came to 

Nazareth and was submissive to them. And his mother treasured up all these things in her heart. 

52 And Jesus increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. 

Prayer: Our Lord, mature us into the likeness of Your Son and teach us to hear your instructions 

just as Jesus heeded the instructions of His Father. This is our prayer, O Lord. Amen. 

 

Sermon: People of God, the Gospel of St. Luke is a gospel of precision. He states in the 

beginning of his letter that he has followed all things closely, so that his account will be 

accurate.
1
 It is reasonable to say that Luke interviewed the mother of our Lord. And as Luke asks 

Mary about the life of her Son, the Consolation of Israel, this narrative is one that under the 

Spirit’s inspiration Luke wrote down for our instruction.  

 

                                                           
1
 Luke 1:1-4. The implication is that Luke interviewed Mary, the Mother of our Lord. 
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As we have seen last week, Luke details for us the faithfulness of Jesus’ parents, Mary and 

Joseph. This is summarized in verse 39 when he writes “that they had performed everything 

according to the Law of the Lord.” And their faithfulness led to the faithfulness of Jesus as he 

grew and became strong, filled with wisdom.
2
 Now, what we find in Luke one and two is a 

comparison between the two babies. In these last five sermons, we have focused on John the 

Baptist and Jesus the Messiah. In this final sermon, which concludes the Seasons of Advent and 

Christmas, the text before us brings this to comparison to an end. We all know that Jesus is 

greater than all things in heaven above and on earth beneath, but the text wants the reader to see 

that the Messianic work is far more significant than the work of all the prophets of old. Though 

there are similarities between Jesus and John, Luke describes their maturity in different ways. He 

writes of John in chapter 1:80 that he grew and became strong in spirit. That is the only 

description of John’s maturation before he begins his earthly ministry. But Luke describes the 

growth of Jesus’ humanity in two separate occasions. He writes in chapter 2:40 that Jesus grew 

and became strong, filled with wisdom; and he concludes in verse 52 by saying that Jesus 

increased in wisdom and in stature and in favor with God and man. Luke describes the maturity 

of Jesus as filled with wisdom. Luke is using the language of I Kings, which were attributed to 

Solomon. The Wisdom of Solomon is now the maturing wisdom of Jesus. He is the greater 

Solomon.
3
 But he also mentioned that the Christ child grew in stature and in favor with God and 

man.  

 

                                                           
2
 For any reader of this manuscript, this idea of faithfulness being passed down to our children is dealt with 

brilliantly in To You and Your Children, Edited by Benjamin Wikner. This book focuses on the controversial, but 
clearly biblical idea of Covenant Succession. 
3
 A very powerful allusion to Solomon’s decision to tear the child in two; the Christ child would grow up to be torn 

in two at the cross. 
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This is a very important theological lesson for us to grasp: the human nature of Christ learned 

things, which means that in his humanity there were things that he did not know and had to learn. 

In one sense the “process of growing continued throughout his life.”
4
 He matured in stature. 

Contrary to early Gnostics, Luke did not belittle that which is physical. Jesus needed his strength 

as a carpenter and he would need his strength as he carried out his ministry.
5
 Luke does not de-

physicalize the Christian religion. He believed in the completeness of body and spirit.  

 

The text also tells us that Jesus finds favor with God and man. He grew in His devotion to His 

Heavenly Father and His character was pure so that men could not find fault in Him. 

 

Luke does not shy away from Jesus’ humanity. He was a normal boy, made like us going 

through various stages of life. “He did all this, the Bible tells us, so that He could save us, so that 

He could be a faithful high priest, "made like His brethren in all things" (Hebrews 2:17).
6
 As 

Peter Leithart observes: “God the Son learned to turn over and crawl; He cried when He was 

hungry; He learned to walk on human feet; He learned to speak the language of His parents… 

Our God is not a distant God who has no idea what being a human is like. He knows what it's 

like from the inside.”
7 

 

This sets the stage for the events that transpire from verses 41-51. Jesus matures from infancy to 

a young man. There are several silent years in the life of Jesus, which the text does not detail, 

                                                           
4
 Hendriksen, William, New Testament Commentary, 180. 

5
 Hendriksen, 180-181. James B. Jordan has an excellent chapter contra Gnosticism in his Defense of a Traditional 

Reading of Genesis One, pg. 71. See my brief thoughts on his book here: 
http://apologus.wordpress.com/2007/06/17/james-jordan-on-gnosticism/ 
6
 Peter Leithart, exhortation on Luke 2. Leithart.com 

7
 Ibid. One other point I should add. Luke may be alluding to Samuel (I Samuel 2), thus making Christ the greater 

Samuel.  
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except to say that he grew and matured in both physical and spiritual ways during those years. 

This brings us to the feast of Passover. The same faithful parents who were faithful in Jesus’ 

infancy are the same faithful parents who are faithful in Jesus’ youth.  

 

Jesus is now 12 years old. He is the perfect Israelite. He is the true Israel. He has come to the 

temple as a 12 year old to attend to divine business. Our text then tells us the familiar, but yet 

perplexing story of Jesus’ disappearance. What precisely happens? The Scriptures tell us that at 

the end of the feast, Mary and Joseph were returning to Nazareth. The custom of the day was that 

attendants to the Feasts travelled in large groups. The women and children travelled in front and 

the man and young men travelled behind.
8
 Jesus at the age of 12 might fit in either category. As 

they travelled back home, there was an assumption from both parents that Jesus was with one or 

the other. Joseph would have been certain that Jesus was with his beloved mother and Mary was 

certain that Jesus was with Joseph enjoying the company of other young men. In the evening, as 

it was customary, the group would gather at a previously arranged location. You can imagine the 

shock as Joseph and Mary come together; each assuming Jesus is with the other.  

 

They return to Jerusalem looking for their son. And after three days of absolute anguish and 

distress, they find him in the temple. We need to consider this time element in the text. Why 

three days? Is it possible that this is a prefiguring of the resurrection of Christ on the third day? 

It appears to be the case. The early church fathers believed this
9
 to be a clear reference to the 

resurrection. This parallels the context of the death of Christ. Just like Mary and Joseph were in 

                                                           
8
 Historical explanation found in Hendriksen, pg. 183. 

9
 Ed. Art Just Jr. Ancient Christian Commentary on Scriptures. Ambrose says: “It is a sign that he who was believed 

dead for our faith would rise again after three days from his triumphal passion and appear on his heavenly throne 
with divine honor.” Pg. 54.  
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despair about the loss of their son, the disciples and others were in great despair when our Lord 

Jesus was crucified and buried. They thought that the cause of the King of Israel, the Consolation 

of the world was lost. But just as the disciples saw the Resurrected Messiah on the third day, 

Mary and Joseph find Jesus in the temple on the third day. 

 

They find him sitting and listening to other teachers, and asking them questions. It is possible 

that some of the greatest rabbis of the day were present at this occasion. But notice that Jesus is 

not displaying his wisdom by arrogant statements; he displays his wisdom in listening and asking 

questions. It appears that the teachers were unable to give answers to his questions, which leads 

Jesus to answer them himself. This leads to the amazement of the teachers toward Jesus’ 

responses. It seems that Jesus is preparing himself now by asking and answering questions in a 

non-hostile environment. You will see that as Jesus begins his earthly ministry 18 years later, his 

questions and answers take place at a much more hostile environment as he confronts the corrupt 

leadership of Israel.  

 

It is the midst of this Q&A session that Mary and Joseph find their son. “And his mother said to 

him, “Son, why have you treated us so? Behold, your father and I have been searching for you in 

great distress.”
10

 How can you do this to us? We are in charge of your well-being. Why are you 

causing us such anguish? It is here where the God/Man has to teach mom and dad some very 

important lessons. Notice that Mary refers to Joseph as Jesus’ father. Jesus was conceived by a 

virgin. But yet Joseph assumes by virtue of his marriage to Mary, the role of a father to Jesus. 

But Luke is trying to point us to this idea of fatherhood in order to show a contrast. Jesus 

answers in verse 49: “Why were you looking for me? Did you not know that I must be in my 
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 Luke 2:48. 
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Father's house?” Now these are Jesus’ first words recorded for us in the Gospels, so these are 

important words as he establishes his priority as the Son of God. Jesus is fully aware of his 

divinity. He is also aware of his mission. He is not on earth to be an ordinary child, though a 

child he was, he is not on earth to manifest his wisdom to the rabbis, though he certainly does 

that, he is on earth to be the Consolation of the World, and this requires His allegiance to His 

Heavenly Father who sent him. “Luke has staged this interchange so as to pinpoint the primary 

issue, who is Jesus’ father? To whom does he owe primary allegiance?
11

 Jesus says “I must be 

(or “it is necessary) about my Father’s business.” This is not a strange phrase in Luke’s Gospel. 

Jesus says I must “preach” (4:43), “suffer” (9:22), “fulfill prophecies” (24:44) and many other 

tasks. This is the Messianic vision being expressed by Jesus at the age of 12. Jesus says it is 

necessary to be in His Father’s house, in His Father’s business. Jesus says that His Father’s 

business in the Temple is more significant than his earthly father’s business. But Mary and 

Joseph did not understand what Jesus said.  

 

Mary certainly knew that she was the most blessed woman in all the earth. She knew she gave 

birth to the consolation of the world, but she was not aware of how this Consolation would 

manifest itself. But Mary’s faith is portrayed as a strong faith. The text says that she pondered all 

these things in her heart. The fact that she did not understand did not mean she would forget. 

Mary realized that faith is a maturing faith. But what was it that Mary treasured in her heart? 

What was it that Mary did not understand? What she did not understand is that the process of 

maturing and growing for Jesus means to align himself “with God’s purposes, even if it appears 

to compromise his relationship with his parents.”
12

 As one author says, “Not even familial claims 
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 Joel Green. New International Commentary on the New Testament. The Gospel of Luke. 154-156. 
12

 Ibid. 157 
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take precedent over aligning oneself uncompromisingly on the side of God’s purposes.”
13

 The 

text concludes with Jesus returning with his parents to Nazareth submitting to them. But now He 

returns to Nazareth under different circumstances than before. He has in one sense begun to 

actively participate in the story of redemption. 

 

But how are we called to live in light of this narrative? 

 

First, there is from the beginning a model of parenting in Mary and Joseph. They are faithful in 

bringing Jesus to the Feasts of Israel. They travelled far to come to these feasts. But they 

understood the necessity and centrality of worship and nurture in the temple of God. Parents, you 

are called to cultivate this same pattern in the life of your children. Pastor Robert Rayburn has 

written extensively on this idea of Covenant Succession.
14

 This is the idea that God is faithful to 

His promises when parents are faithful in the nurturing of their children and that even if covenant 

children go astray, God is faithful to bring them back to the fold. Parents, this is your duty to 

bathe your children with the blessings of the Church of Christ. Do not let them grow up with 

inconsistency in the home for that inconsistency will become even worse in the next generation 

leading ultimately to apostasy apart from God’s grace. Be faithful to the Church’s Feast in the 

New Covenant, which is the Celebration of the Lord’s Day gathering. 

 

Second, notice that the maturity of Jesus is something we must strive for in our own lives and in 

the lives of our children. Sometimes parents tend to give up in the maturing of their children 

because they have not reached the maturity they expect at a certain age. But the message of 

                                                           
13

 Ibid. 157 
14

 The reader may wish to visit http://www.faithtacoma.org/doctrine/covenant.aspx for an introduction to 
Covenant Succession. 

http://www.faithtacoma.org/doctrine/covenant.aspx
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Scriptures is that faithfulness is what God demands. We give up in certain disciplines because we 

are not persevering. We stop praying because we are not consistent; we stop reading the 

Scriptures for the same reason. Before we know it our lives are spiritually bankrupt. My 

encouragement to you is to not give up. When you fall, rise up. When you fall again, rise up 

again by God’s grace. 

 

Third, the Scriptures speak of Jesus’ maturity as one of strength both physically and spiritually. 

This is God’s call to the Church. Let me address briefly the women in our congregation. Ladies, 

it is possible that at times you may feel a bit overwhelmed by all the masculine talk of Holy War 

and Imprecatory Psalms. But this is also your story. This is not about masculinity versus 

femininity.
15

 Women in the Bible are the most Spirit-led when they are most Holy-war led. We 

can think of Deborah, we can think of women who crushed the heads of men with a rock, and we 

can think certainly of Mary who bore the Crusher of all evil. Just as men are called to be strong 

as protectors and as defenders of truth, women are also called to be strong in maturing into the 

Man, Christ Jesus.  

 

Finally, I want to draw attention to instruction in our passage. Jesus increased in wisdom. This 

implies a form of catechism in the home, something to be used as a memorable tool for 

developing biblical language. We have just posted on our church’s website three catechisms that 

can be used at home for children. It is never too late to begin this process. I encourage you to 

take advantage of these resources. It is a form of Question and Answer, which Jesus was 

involved with the teachers at the temple. I think by now as parents we are well aware that the 

                                                           
15

 Perhaps the reader can be led to my good friend Rev. Garrett Craw’s article Masculinity in the Church 
http://anikisan.blogs.com/Masculinity.pdf 
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greatest testimony to our faith comes in our children’s carrying out their religious instruction in 

the presence of family and in the world.  

 

But this would be all worthless pursuits if we forget that the maturity of the God/Man is a 

maturity for us. He becomes like us, so we may become like Him. He lived a sinless life, so that 

He might be the perfect sacrifice for our sins. As we come to the last Sunday of the Christmas 

Season, we come with grateful hearts for the God/Man fulfills the Father’s business by becoming 

the Triumphal Consolation of the World. In the Name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit. Amen.  


