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Providence
Church

A Reformed Evangelical Congregation

THE LORD’S SERVICE
March 239, 2025
Third Sunday in Lent

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open wide our
doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; all who mourn and
long for comfort; all who struggle and desire victory; all who sin and need the
Savior; all who are strangers and want fellowship; all who hunger and thirst for
righteousness; all who are poor in spirit and desire the riches of the gospel; all
who will come to Jesus Christ in living faith and repentance, looking to Him as
both Liberator and Lord. *



I Bind unto Myself Today

Saint Patrick’s Breastplate
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Music 2: ancient Irish melody; adapt. DEIRDRE

Text: attr. Patrick of Ireland (372-466); tr. Cecil Frances Alexander, 1889
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I Bind unto Myself Today
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GOD IS RENEWING HIS COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE
GOD CALLS US AND CLEANSES US

Prelude Sadie and Jane Reed
Pianist Joy Cowart

Baptismal Exhortation

Processional Hymn (Please Stand): St. Patrick’s Breastplate (vss. 1-4)
Call to Worship

Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the Son,
and of the Holy Spirit. Matthew 18:20; 28:19
People: Amen!

Salutation: The Lord be with you! Ruth 2:4
People: And also with you!

Pastor: | rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1-2
People: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord!
People: Maker of Heaven and Earth!



Pastor: Dearly beloved brethren, if we say we have no sin we deceive ourselves
and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our sins, He is faithful and
just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Therefore, | pray and beseech you, as many as are here present, to
accompany me with a pure heart and humble voice unto the throne of

heavenly grace.
Pastor: Come, let us worship and bow down!
People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. (Let all who are able kneel) Psalm 95:6

Pastor: Most merciful God,

All: We confess to you that we are by nature sinful and unclean, and
that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and deed;
not only in outward transgressions, but also in secret thoughts
and desires that we are not able to understand, but which are
all known to you. For this reason, we flee for refuge to your
infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your grace, through our
Lord Jesus Christ. Amen.

(Continue Kneeling for Silent Confession)

Assurance of Pardon
(Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness)

Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in lovingkindness. He has not dealt with us according to
our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this day know
surely your sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ our Lord.
Acts 13:38
All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. Amen!

Hymn of Faith St. Patrick’s Breastplate (vss. 5-9)
People: Amen



GOD CONSECRATES AND RAISES US UP TO HEAVEN

Pastor: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!
People: Itis proper and right to do so.

SANCTUS

Pastor:  Truly itis fitting, right, wholesome and beneficial that we should at all times, and in all places, give
thanks to You O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore, with angels and
archangels, with all the company of heaven, and with all the Church on earth, we laud and
magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:
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RESPONSIVE PSALM

Pastor: Come, let us sing for joy to Yahweh;
People: Let us shout for joy to our saving rock.
Let us come before his face with thank offering,
With psalms let us shout for joy to him,
For a great Mighty One is Yahweh,
And a great King above all gods.
In his hand are the depths of the earth,
And the peaks of the mountains are his.
His is the sea, for he made it,
And the dry land his hands formed.
Come, let us bow down and bow low;
Let us kneel before Yahweh our Maker,
For it is he who is our God,

And we are the people of his pasture and the sheep of his hand.

Today, if only you would hear his voice:

“Do not harden your hearts as at Striving Waters,

as in the day of Testing Place in the wilderness,
When your fathers tested me;
They tried me, though they had seen my work.

For forty years | abhorred that generation and said,

‘A people who wander in their heart are these,

and they do not acknowledge my ways.’
Therefore | swore in my anger:

‘Surely they will not enter into my rest.”

Amen!
Yes! Amen!

Psalm 95



CONFESSION OF THE NICENE CREED (Please Remain Standing)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is,
seen and unseen.

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father,
God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being
with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came
down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary,
and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and
was buried. On the third day He rose again in accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended
into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge
the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and
the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through
the Prophets

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.



PASTORAL PRAYER AND SUNG LORD’S PRAYER

Please respond at the end of each section:

Pastor: Father, hear our prayer!
People: For Your steadfast love endures forever!
'
The Lord's Prayer
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READING OF GOD’S WORD (Please Stand)

Old Covenant Reading Exodus 28:1-5
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
New Covenant Reading: Revelation 3:1-6
Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.

Gospel Reading Amidst the People: Matthew 25:1-13

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Praise be to you, O Christ!

Psalm of Faith: Psalm 11, 1in the Lord Do Put My Trust
People: Amen

SERMON

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Uri Brito
Title: Sardis: Lady in White, Part 7 (Outline on last page)
Text: Revelation 3:1-6

OFFERTORY ** (Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16)

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.

Hymn of Response: What Wondrous Love Is This
People: Amen

** In the Old Testament the last part of the consecration was the Tribute Offering. It represented all the work that
had been done by the person making that sacrifice. Our Offertory, the tithes and offerings, corresponds to this
Tribute Offering. This is an act of corporate worship, thanking God for our ability to work and confessing that all
your labors are for him and for his kingdom. The Tithe Box is at the back of the Church.



SALISBURY (C.M.)
Ravenscroft’s Psalter, 1621

I in the Lorp Do Put My Trust
Psalm 11

Scottish Psalter, 1650
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What Wondrous Love Is This
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Text: American folk hymn, 1811; alt. 633.63.66633.63.



Offertory Prayer:
Pastor:  Christians, how do you respond to our Lord?

People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us.
We present ourselves as living sacrifices,
And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving.
We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings
In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name,
The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world.
Amen.

GOD COMMUNES WITH US

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of covenant renewal worship. We invite to the
Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the authority of Christ and His
body, the Church. By partaking in bread and wine with us as a visitor, you are acknowledging to the
Session of this local Church that you are in covenant with God in a congregation where the Gospel is
faithfully confessed. If you have any doubt about your participation, please speak to one of the pastors
before or after the service.

Passing of the Bread: (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”)
Passing of the Wine: (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”)
Congregational Response: Gloria Patri
(Please Stand with Hands Raised)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end,
A-men, A-men.

GOD COMMISSIONS US

The Lord’s Commission: Matthew28:18-20
Pastor: Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!
People: Letallflesh bless His holy name forever and ever. Amen! Psalm 145:21

Closing Hymn: And Can It Be That | Should Gain
People: Amen!

Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26

I Threefold Amen I
Announcements
Go in peace to love and to serve our Risen Lord!
Amen!

* There are two cry rooms available for children that need to be helped during the service. The room on the left
hall as you walk into the sanctuary, is for older children and their parents. If they need to be disciplined or
encouraged to quiet down, please calm them down and then please bring them back into worship. The library, in
the hall to the right when you walk in, is for nursing mothers. Feel free to use both as needed.



And Can It Be That I Should Gain
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Sermon Text: Revelation 3:1-6
Title: Sardis: Lady in White, Part 7

Sermon Outline

In our fifth sermon, the Apostle John emphasizes Christ’s deep love for
the Church, but he offers a sobering invitation to her to remain pure,
vigilant, and faithful. While some in Sardis are spiritually alive, most
are false sons. The Church is urged to repent, remember her calling,
and endure, as Jesus will not tolerate corruption in His bride but will
reward those who overcome.

I. Christ’s Love for the Church
A. God’s deep affection for His bride
B. The poetic and sensory language of divine love

II. The Warning to Sardis
A. Reputation vs. reality — appearing alive but being dead
B. Call to watchfulness, repentance, and renewal

III. The Role of the Church and Its Leaders
A. Ministers as ambassadors of Christ
B. Importance of faithful preaching and legacy

IV. The Call to Overcome
A. Promise to the faithful remnant
B. Judgment for those who compromise
C. Encouragement to remain steadfast in Christ

PROVIDENCE CHURCH

Providence Church is a member of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches (CREC),
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