
 

 
 

A Reformed Evangelical Congregation 
 

THE LORD’S SERVICE 
February 18th, 2024 
First Sunday in Lent 

 
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open 
wide our doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek 
rest; all who mourn and long for comfort; all who struggle and 
desire victory; all who sin and need the Savior; all who are strangers 
and want fellowship; all who hunger and thirst for righteousness; all 
who are poor in spirit and desire the riches of the gospel; all who 
will come to Jesus Christ in living faith and repentance, looking to 
Him as both Liberator and Lord. * 

 



 

 

 



 
GOD IS RENEWING HIS COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE 

 

GOD CALLS US AND CLEANSES US 
 

Prelude: Sadie and Jane Reed 
Pianist Brittany Shaffer 
Exhortation The Way of the Cross Leads Home 
  
Processional Hymn (Please Stand):  Holy, Holy, Holy! 
Call to Worship   

 

Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the 
Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 
Matthew 18:20; 28:19 

People: Amen! 

Salutation: The Lord be with you! Ruth 2:4 
People: And also with you!  

Pastor: I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1-2 
People: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!  
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord!  

People: Maker of Heaven and Earth!  



 
Pastor: Dearly beloved brethren, if we say we have no sin we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our sins, He 
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 
unrighteousness. Therefore, I pray and beseech you, as many as 
are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and 
humble voice unto the throne of heavenly grace. 

 

Pastor: Come, let us worship and bow down!  
People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. (Let all who are able 

kneel) 
Psalm 95:6 

Pastor: Most merciful God,  
All: We confess to you that we are by nature sinful and unclean, 

and that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 
deed; not only in outward transgressions, but also in secret 
thoughts and desires that we are not able to understand, 
but which are all known to you. For this reason, we flee for 
refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your 
grace, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 

 (Continue Kneeling for Silent Confession) 
 

 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

 

 (Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness) 
 

 

Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and 
abounding in lovingkindness. He has not dealt with us according 
to our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this 
day know surely your sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ our 
Lord.  

 
 
 
 

Acts 13:38 
All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. 

Amen! 
 

 

  
Hymn of Faith Oh, the Deep, Deep Love of Jesus 
    People: Amen  

 

  



 

  

 



 
 

GOD CONSECRATES AND RAISES US UP TO HEAVEN 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts! 
People: We lift them up to the Lord! 
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

People: It is proper and right to do so. 
 
SANCTUS 

 

Pastor: Truly it is fitting, right, wholesome and beneficial that we should at all times, and in all 
places, give thanks to You O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore, 
with angels and archangels, with all the company of heaven, and with all the Church on 
earth, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 



 
RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 55 

Pastor: To the Choirmaster with stringed instruments. A Maskil of David. 
 
Give ear, O God, to my prayer, 
    People: And do not hide from my supplication. 
Attend to me, and answer me. 
    I am restless in my complaint, And I am distraught, 
 
Because of the voice of the enemy, Because of the pressure of the wicked; 
    For they tip trouble over onto me, And in wrath they chase after me. 
My heart writhes within me, 
    And terrors of death have fallen upon me. 
 
Fear and trembling come upon me, And horror overwhelms me. 
    And I say, "Oh, that I had wings like a dove! I would fly away and be at rest. 
Behold, I would wander afar, 
    I would lodge in the wilderness. Selah. 
 
Give ear, O God, to my prayer, 
    And do not hide from my supplication. 
I would hurry to a shelter for myself, From the windy storm and tempest." 
    Swallow up, my Master! Split their tongue! 
 
For I see Violence and Strife in the city: 
    Day and night they make rounds on her walls, 
And Troublemaking and Mischief are in her midst. 
    Destruction is in her midst, 
 
And from her public square do not depart Oppression and Deceit. 
    For it is not an enemy who reproaches me; Then I could bear it. 
Nor is it one who hates me who has magnified himself against me; Then I could hide from him. 
    But it is you, a familiar, my equal, My companion and my close friend! 
 
Together we took sweet counsel. 
    In the house of God we walked in the throng. 
Let death seize them! 
    Let them go down alive into sheol! 
 
For wickedness is in their dwelling, in their midst. As for me, I call upon God, 
    And Yahweh will save me. 
Evening and morning, And at noon, 
    I complain, And I moan, 
 



 
And He will hear my voice. 
    He will redeem my soul in peace, 
From the battle against me, 
    For many are arrayed against me. 
 
The Mighty One will hear and answer them, Even He who abides from of old. Selah. 
    Give ear, O God, to my prayer, 
And do not hide from my supplication. 
    Because they do not change, And they do not fear God. 
He has put forth his hands against those who were at peace with him, He has profaned his covenant. 
    Smooth were the butterings of his mouth, But war was in his heart. 
His words were softer than oil, Yet they were drawn swords. 
    Cast upon Yahweh your lot in life, And He will sustain you. 
He will not permit the righteous to be shaken everlastingly, And You, O God, will bring them down to 
the pit of destruction. 
    Bloodthirsty and deceitful men will not live out half their days, But as for me I will trust in      
    You. 
 
AMEN! 
    Yes! AMEN! 
 
CONFESSION OF THE NICENE CREED (Please Remain Standing) 

 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and 
unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from 
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father. 
Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the  
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He 
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in 
accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand  
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have 
no end. 

 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son. 
With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.   

 
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 
 
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.  



 
PASTORAL PRAYER AND SUNG LORD’S PRAYER (Please Be Seated)  

 

 
 

Please respond at the end of each section:  
 

Pastor: Father, hear our prayer!  
People: For Your steadfast love endures forever!  

  



 
READING OF GOD’S WORD  (Please Stand) 

 

Old Covenant Reading Ecclesiastes 12:9-14 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    
People: Thanks be to God.   

 

New Covenant Reading: III John 1-8 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   
People: Thanks be to God.   

 

Gospel Reading Amidst the People:  Matthew 6:25-34 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.   
People: Praise be to you, O Christ!   

 
Psalm of Faith: Psalm 7, O Lord My God, in You I Refuge Take 
    People:  Amen  
  
SERMON   

Pastor:  Rev. Dr. Uri Brito  

Title: Hello, Gaius, My Old Friend, Part 1 (Outline on last page)  
Text:  III John 1-8  

   
OFFERTORY **  (Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16) 

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.   
 
Hymn of Response: Be Still, My Soul 
   People: Amen   

 
 

Offertory Prayer:   
Pastor: Christians, how do you respond to our Lord? 

People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us. 
We present ourselves as living sacrifices, 
And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. 
We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings  
In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name, 
The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world. Amen.  

**  In the Old Testament the last part of the consecration was the Tribute Offering. It represented all the 
work that had been done by the person making that sacrifice. Our Offertory, the tithes and offerings, 
corresponds to this Tribute Offering.  This is an act of corporate worship, thanking God for our ability to 
work and confessing that all your labors are for him and for his kingdom. The Tithe Box is at the back of 
the Church. 
 



 

  

 



 

  

 



 
GOD COMMUNES WITH US  

 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of covenant renewal worship. We 
invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the 
authority of Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine with us as a visitor, 
you are acknowledging to the Session of this local Church that you are in covenant with God as 
an active member of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed. If you have any 
doubt about your participation, please speak to one of the pastors before or after the service. 

 

Passing of the Bread: (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”) 
Passing of the Wine: (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”) 

Congregational Response: Gloria Patri 
(Please Stand with Hands Raised) 
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  
World without end,  
A-men, A-men. 

  
GOD COMMISSIONS US  

 

The Lord’s Commission: Matthew 28:18-20 
 

Pastor: Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!  
People: Let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever. Amen! Psalm 145:21 

 
Closing Psalm: Psalm 122, Oh, 'Twas a Joyful Sound to Hear  
    People:  Amen   

 
Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26 
  
Three-fold Amen   
Announcements  

Pastor: Go in peace to love and to serve our Risen Lord!  
All: Amen!  



 

  

 

 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Upcoming Events 
 
  2nd and 4th 

Monday 
 Ladies’ Study 7:30 pm.  See Cathy Noland for 

more information 
     

 2nd and 4th   
Friday  

 Young Adult’s Study 7:00 pm.  See Kevin Dulion for more 
information 

    
 
 
Vespers Schedule  
 

 
 
 

 February 21st    No Meal 5:30 pm song and prayer service 
     
 February 28th   Pizza Meal  
     
 March 6th and 

13th    
 No Meal  

     
 March 20th   Soup and Salad Meal  
     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
* There are two cry rooms available for children that need to be helped during the service.  The 
room on the left hall as you walk into the sanctuary, is for older children and their parents. If 
they need to be disciplined or encouraged to quiet down, please calm them down and then 
please bring them back into worship.  The library, in the hall to the right when you walk in, is for 
nursing mothers.  Feel free to use both as needed.



 
Sermon text: III John 1-8  
Sermon Outline:  Hello, Gaius, My Old Friend, Part 1 
 

Sometimes, we think of the Bible as this distant treatment of strange topics. It may seem foreign in 
its language and culture. But when we get to III John, every preconception falls apart. John reaches 
the mundane. He comes to talk about good and bad hospitality, he comes to name people who are 
doing good and bad things, and then he tells them to align themselves with the truth to fall on the 
right side of church life. 

 
I.  Pastoral Theology 101: An Apostolic Succession of Suffering and Joy 

 
II. The Pedestrianism of III John 

 
III. Theology Defined: “Theology is the application of the Word of God by persons to all areas of 

life.” 
 

IV. Walking in Truth 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 

PROVIDENCE CHURCH 
 

Providence Church is a member of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches (CREC), 
and a member of Athanasius Presbytery. 

THE SESSION 
 

Senior Pastor:  Uri Brito  (850) 377-3049 
Associate Pastor:  Alan Stout (850) 324-1479 

Elders:  Ron Gilley (850) 384-2137 
  Ed Gregg (845) 642-2467 
 

Pastor Emeritus  Michael Schneider  
Pastoral Intern:  Ethan Lafont  

 

 
Deacons:   Ron Smith   (850) 516-2074 

   Kevin Heifner   (850) 313-0462 
  Chad Poorman  (850) 602-4017 

   Ed Noland  (850) 291-0681 
  Benjamin Calisch  (850) 501-2998 
  Ken McNeill (757) 675-4719 
  Matt Peterson (850) 619-6991  
  Brian Caldwell (850) 206-9727 
  Mike Rimes (850) 319-1698  

 

MAILING ADDRESS 
1765 East Nine Mile Road, Suite 1, #203 • Pensacola, FL 32514 
 
WE’RE SOCIAL 

     providencepensacola.org     facebook.com/ProvidenceCREC    @ProvidenceCREC 
 

 

https://twitter.com/ProvidenceCREC

