
 

 
 

A Reformed Evangelical Congregation 

 
THE LORD’S SERVICE  

January 1st, 2023 

2nd Sunday after Christmas 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open 

wide our doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; 

all who mourn and long for comfort; all who struggle and desire victory; 

all who sin and need the Savior; all who are strangers and want 

fellowship; all who hunger and thirst for righteousness; all who are poor 

in spirit and desire the riches of the gospel; all who will come to Jesus 

Christ in living faith and repentance, looking to Him as both Liberator 

and Lord.  

 

 



 

VV 

 

 



 

GOD IS RENEWING HIS COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE  
 

GOD CALLS US AND CLEANSES US 
 

Prelude: Hadassah and Joy Cowart 

Exhortation A Chestertonian Christmas 

Piano Mr. Jonathan Franzone  

Entrance Hymn (Please Stand):  O Come, All Ye Faithful  

Call to Worship   

 

Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Matthew 18:20; 28:19 

People: Amen 

Salutation: The Lord be with you! Ruth 2:4 

People: And also with you!  

Pastor: I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1-2 

People: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!  

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord!  

People: Maker of Heaven and Earth!  

Pastor: Dearly beloved brethren, if we say we have no sin we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our sins, He 

is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. Therefore, I pray and beseech you, as many as 

are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble 

voice unto the throne of heavenly grace. 

 

Pastor: Come, let us worship and bow down!  

People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. (Let all who are able kneel) Psalm 95:6 

   

Pastor: Most merciful God,  

All: We confess to you that we are by nature sinful and unclean, 

and that we have sinned against you in thought, word, and 

deed; not only in outward transgressions, but also in secret 

thoughts and desires that we are not able to understand, 

but which are all known to you. For this reason, we flee for 

refuge to your infinite mercy, seeking and imploring your 

grace, through our Lord Jesus Christ. Amen. 

 



 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

 

 (Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness) 
 

 

Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in lovingkindness. He has not dealt with us according 

to our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this 

day know surely your sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

 

 

 

 

Acts 13:38 

All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. 

Amen! 

 

 

  

Hymn of Faith Lo, How a Rose E’er Blooming 

    People: Amen  
 

 



 
 



 

GOD CONSECRATES AND RAISES US UP TO HEAVEN 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

People: It is proper and right to do so. 

 

SANCTUS 
 

Pastor: Truly it is fitting, right, wholesome and beneficial that we should at all times, and in all 

places, give thanks to You O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore, 

with angels and archangels, with all the company of heaven, and with all the Church on 

earth, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 



 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 35:10-28 
 

    Pastor: All my bones will say, “Yahweh, who is like You, Delivering the oppressed from  

    the one stronger than himself, 

And the oppressed and the needy from his despoiler?” 

     Accusatory witnesses take the stand, 

Questioning me on things I know nothing about. 

    They repay me evil in the place of good – 

A miscarriage for my soul. 

    And as for me, when they were sick my clothing was sackcloth; I humbled my soul with  

    fasting. 

And my prayer kept returning into my bosom. 

    As if it were a friend, my own brother, I walked to and fro. 

Like one mourning a mother, I was in a pit of gloom. 

    But when I stumbled they rejoiced and gathered together; 

Wretches gathered together against me, And I did not know it! 

    They tore without ceasing. Like ungodly mockers at a pastry feast, 

They gnashed their teeth against me. 

    My Master, how long will you look on? 

Restore my soul from their ravagings, From the young lions my precious life. 

    I will thank You in the great assembly;  

Among the numerous people I will praise You! 

    Do not let them rejoice over me, my lying enemies; 

Nor let those who hate me without cause narrow the eye; 

    Because they do not speak peace; 

But against the quiet of the land they plan deceitful words, 

    And they have widened their mouth against me, 

Saying, “Aha! Aha! Our eyes have seen.” 

    You have seen, Yahweh. Do not be silent. 

My Master, do not be far from me. 

    Rouse Yourself and wake up for my judgment, my God! 

And my Master, for my dispute! 

    Judge me according to Your righteousness, Yahweh my God, 

And do not let them rejoice over me! 

    Do not let them say in their heart, “Aha! Our soul's desire!” 

Do not let them say, “We have swallowed him up!” 

    Let them be shamed and humiliated together — 

Those who rejoice in my evil day. 

    Let them be clothed with shame and dismay — 

Those who magnify themselves against me. 

 



 

    Let them shout and rejoice who desire my righteousness, And let them say continually, 

“Great is Yahweh, who desires the peace of His servant.” 

    And my tongue will declare your righteousness, 

Your praise all the day. 

  

    Praise to Yahweh, the God of Israel! 

From everlasting and unto everlasting. 

    Amen!  

Yes, Amen! 

 

CONFESSION OF THE NICENE CREED (Please Remain Standing) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 

kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 

through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND SUNG LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Please respond at the end of each section:  
 

Pastor: Father, hear our prayer!  

People: For Your steadfast love endures forever!  

   



 



 

READING OF GOD’S WORD  (Please Stand) 
 

Old Covenant Reading: Numbers 6:22–27 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

New Covenant Reading: Galatians 3:23–29 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

Gospel Reading Amidst the People:  Luke 2:1-21 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

People: Praise be to you, O Christ!   

 

Hymn of Faith: Once in Royal David’s City 

    People:  Amen  

  

SERMON   

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Uri Brito  

Title: Christmas: The Grace of Circumcision (Outline on Back Page)  

Text: Luke 2:21  

   

OFFERTORY  (Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16) 

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.   

 

Hymn of Response: Of the Father’s Love Begotten 

   People: Amen   

 

 

 



 



 

 

 



 



 

Offertory Prayer:  

Pastor: Christians, how do you respond to our Lord? 

People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us. 

We present ourselves as living sacrifices, 

And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. 

We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings  

In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name, 

The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world. Amen.  

 

GOD COMMUNES WITH US  
 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of covenant renewal worship. We 

invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the 

authority of Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine with us as a visitor, 

you are acknowledging to the Session of this local Church that you are in covenant with God as 

an active member of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed. If you have any 

doubt about your participation, please speak to one of the pastors before or after the service. 
 

Passing of the Bread: (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”) 

Passing of the Wine: (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”) 

Congregational Response: Gloria Patri 

(Please Stand with Hands Raised) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

World without end,  

A-men, A-men. 

  

GOD COMMISSIONS US  
 

The Lord’s Commission: Matthew 28:18-20 
 

Pastor: Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!  

People: Let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever. Amen! Psalm 145:21 

 

Closing Hymn: God Rest Ye Merry, Gentlemen 

People: Amen!  

 

Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26 

  

Threefold Amen   

Announcements  

Pastor: Go in peace to love and to serve our Risen Lord!  

All: Amen!  



 

 



 

OUTLINE 
Text: Luke 2:21 

 

Our Sunday School teachers did a fine job alerting us to the great stories of the Bible. 
But the great stories of the Bible need to be filled in with the lesser stories because they 

make the bigger stories more attractive and more layered. Our Lord's birth receives its 
grandiosity because it is the culmination of centuries of prophecies, failed leaders, and 

barrenness. When Jesus enters the scene, he comes as the long-expected Messiah 

fulfilling prophecies, assuming lasting leadership and being born of a virgin. 
 

The same can be said of the doctrine of circumcision. While generally attached to 
baptism or seen as the fulfillment of baptism, we should see that it stands alone as a 

gracious promise to God's children throughout the Old Testament history and even 
manifests itself in Jesus' own circumcision on the 8th day. 

 
In this sermon, we will consider the grace of circumcision, what it means theologically, 

and why the 8th day is so crucial to seeing our own resolutions in 2023. 
 

I. The Evangelical "Yuck Factor" 
II. Why was Jesus Circumcised? 

III. The Eighth-Day Factor 
IV. The Naming of Jesus 

V. Resolutions for a Consecrated Church 

 
 
 

PROVIDENCE CHURCH 
 

Providence Church is a member of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches (CREC), 

and a member of Athanasius Presbytery. 
 

THE SESSION 

 

Senior Pastor:  Uri Brito  (850) 377-3049 

Associate Pastor:  Alan Stout   (850) 324-1479 

Elders:  Ron Gilley   

Ed Gregg 

(850) 384-2137 

(845) 642-2467 
 

 

Deacons:   Ron Smith  . . . . . . . . . . .  (850) 516-2074 

   Kevin Heifner  . . . . . . .  (850) 313-0462 

  Chad Poorman ......  (850) 602-4017 

   Ed Noland . . . . . . . . . . .  (850) 291-0681 

  Benjamin Calisch . . .  (850) 501-2998 

  Ken McNeill. . . . . . . . . .  (757) 675-4719 

  Matt Peterson……... (850) 619-6991  
 

 

MAILING ADDRESS 

1765 East Nine Mile Road, Suite 1, #203 • Pensacola, FL 32514 
 

WE’RE SOCIAL  

     providencepensacola.org     facebook.com/groups/ProvidenceCREC    @ProvidenceCREC 
 

 

https://twitter.com/ProvidenceCREC

