
 

 
 

A Reformed Evangelical Congregation 

 
THE LORD’S SERVICE  

January 23rd, 2022 

Third Sunday After the Epiphany 

In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open 

wide our doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; 

all who mourn and long for comfort; all who struggle and desire victory; 

all who sin and need the Savior; all who are strangers and want 

fellowship; all who hunger and thirst for righteousness; all who are poor 

in spirit and desire the riches of the gospel; all who will come to Jesus 

Christ in living faith and repentance, looking to Him as both Liberator 

and Lord.  

 

 



 

 

 



 

GOD IS RENEWING HIS COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE 
 

GOD CALLS US AND CLEANSES US 
 

Prelude: Mrs. Laura Scott 

Exhortation Returning Worship 

Processional Hymn (Please Stand):  Come, Christians, Join to Sing 

Call to Worship   
 

Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the 

Son, and of the Holy Spirit. 

 

Matthew 18:20; 28:19  

People: Amen 

Salutation: The Lord be with you! Ruth 2:4 

People: And also with you!  

Pastor: I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!” Psalm 122:1-2 

People: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!  

Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord!  

People: Maker of Heaven and Earth!  

Pastor: Dearly beloved brethren, if we say we have no sin we deceive 

ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our sins, He 

is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all 

unrighteousness. Therefore, I pray and beseech you, as many as 

are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble 

voice unto the throne of heavenly grace. 

 

Pastor: Come, let us worship and bow down!  

People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. (Let all who are able kneel) Psalm 95:6 

Pastor: Most merciful God,  

All: In whom we live and move and have our being, our 

heavenly Father, your face is hidden from us because of our 

sins. Cleanse us, we pray, from all our offenses, and deliver 

us from proud thoughts and vain desires. Grant that we 

may, in lowliness and meekness, draw near to you. 

Confessing our faults and confiding in your grace, we look 

for your grace and mercy through Christ, your Son, our 

Lord. Amen. 

 

 (Continue Kneeling for Silent Confession) 
 

 



 

Assurance of Pardon 
 

 

 (Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness) 
 

 

Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and 

abounding in lovingkindness. He has not dealt with us according 

to our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this 

day know surely your sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ our 

Lord.  

 

 

 

 

Acts 13:38 

All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. 

Amen! 

 

 

  

Hymn of Faith Saw You Never, in the Twilight 

    People: Amen  
 

 



 

 



 

GOD CONSECRATES AND RAISES US UP TO HEAVEN 
 

Pastor: Lift up your hearts! 

People: We lift them up to the Lord! 

Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God! 

People: It is proper and right to do so. 

 

SANCTUS 
 

Pastor: Truly it is fitting, right, wholesome and beneficial that we should at all times, and in all 

places, give thanks to You O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore, 

with angels and archangels, with all the company of heaven, and with all the Church on 

earth, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing: 

 



 

RESPONSIVE PSALM Psalm 3   
 

    Leader: A psalm of David, as he fled from the face of Absalom, his son. 

 

    Yahweh, how many are my foes! 

People: Many are rising up against me. 

    Many are saying of my soul, 

There is no help for him in God." 

    But You, Yahweh, are a shield around me, 

My Glory and the One lifting up my head. 

    With my voice, I cry to Yahweh, 

And He hears me from His holy hill. 

  

    I lie down and sleep; 

I awake because Yahweh sustained me. 

    I will not fear ten thousands of people, 

Who all around are set against me. 

  

    Arise, Yahweh! 

Save me, O my God! 

    For You have struck all my enemies on the jaw; 

The teeth of the ungodly You have broken. 

    From Yahweh is the deliverance. 

On Your people is Your blessing. 

  

    Praise to Yahweh,  
 The God of Israel! 

    From everlasting  

And unto everlasting. 

    Amen! 

ALL: Yes! Amen!  



 

CONFESSION OF THE NICENE CREED (Please Remain Standing) 
 

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that 

is, seen and unseen. 
 

We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the 

Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of 

one being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our 

salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became 

incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under 

Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in 

accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand 

of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His 

kingdom will have no end. 
 

We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father 

and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken 

through the Prophets. 

We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church. 

We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins. 

We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen. 

 

PASTORAL PRAYER AND SUNG LORD’S PRAYER   
 

Please respond at the end of each section:  
 

Pastor: Father, hear our prayer!  

People: For Your steadfast love endures forever!  

   



 



 

READING OF GOD’S WORD  (Please Stand) 
 

Old Covenant Reading: Isaiah 35 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.    

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

New Covenant Reading: II Corinthians 4:1-6 
 

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.   

People: Thanks be to God.   
 

Gospel Reading Amidst the People:  Mark 8:14-26 
 

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.   

People: Thanks be to God.   

 

Psalm of Faith: Psalm 145:15-21, The Eyes of All Upon Thee Wait 

    People:  Amen  

  

SERMON   

Pastor: Rev. Dr. Uri Brito  

Title: The Gospel of the Kingdom, Part 31: The Two-Staged Miracle of 

Jesus as Parable for Human Flourishing (Outline on the last page) 

 

Text: Mark 8:14-26  

   

OFFERTORY  (Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16) 

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.   

 

Hymn of Response: How Sweet the Name of Jesus Sounds 

   People: Amen   

 

 

 

 



 



 



 

Offertory Prayer:  

Pastor: Christians, how do you respond to our Lord? 

People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us. 

We present ourselves as living sacrifices, 

And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving. 

We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings  

In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name, 

The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world. Amen.  

 

GOD COMMUNES WITH US  
 

The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of covenant renewal worship. We 

invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the 

authority of Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine with us as a visitor, 

you are acknowledging to the Session of this local Church that you are in covenant with God as 

an active member of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed. If you have any 

doubt about your participation, please speak to one of the pastors before or after the service. 
 

Passing of the Bread: (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”) 

Passing of the Wine: (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”) 

Congregational Response: Gloria Patri 

(Please Stand with Hands Raised) 

Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.  

As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,  

World without end,  

A-men, A-men. 

  

GOD COMMISSIONS US  
 

The Lord’s Commission: Matthew 28:18-20 
 

Pastor: Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!  

People: Let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever. AMEN! Psalm 145:21 

 

Closing Hymn: I Sing the Mighty Power of God 

People: Amen!  

 

Benediction: Numbers 6:24-26 

  

Threefold Amen   

Announcements  

Pastor: Go in peace to love and to serve our Risen Lord!  

All: Amen!  



 



 

ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 

Upcoming Events 

 

     

   Sunday School  Parenting Class.  8:30am These 

classes will be led by Elder Gilley 

and Pastor Stout 

     

 24 Jan  Ladies’ Study January 24th, February 14th, and 

28th: Ladies Study at the home of 

Cathy Noland starting at 7 pm. 

     

 29 Jan  Prospective Members Class 8am – 12 Lunch provided 

afterward.  See Pastor Brito to let 

us know if you will be there.  

     

 30 Jan  Business Meeting We will be polling our households 

to confirm the call of Deacon 

Candidate Ed Noland.   

     

 30 Jan  Fellowship Meal Bring a main dish and a side or 

dessert.  
 

 
 



 

OUTLINE 
 

Mark 8:14-26 
 
Symbolism is a language. It's not a code. If it were a code, every time the Bible used symbolism, you'd have to turn 

to the dictionary to find out what it is saying. In the case of symbolism, it's the language of God in the Old and New 

Testaments.  
 
Symbolisms indicate only one part of the story. God uses trees, lions, and lambs to get our attention. Let's call 

"symbolism" the first stage of Jesus' communication. But if we remain with symbolism only, we become abstract 

people; thinking in high towers divorced from reality.  
 
The beauty of biblical symbolism is that it takes us to a tangible application. Lions indicate strength. Trees indicate 

lots of things like people and empires. But the sermon is not done until the symbol is explained like a fine piece of 

literature or symphony. 
 
We looked at the blindness of the disciples in verses 11-21. They focused only on the bread and forgot the lesson 

Jesus was communicating all along. Now, in verses 22-26, Jesus gives us a perfect illustration; a parable, for how 

blind the disciples really are and what they need to see before they confess Christ as Lord. 
 
I. The Gospel Must be Experienced. 

II. The Spiritual Blindness of the Disciples 

III. The Pattern of Miracles, Confrontations, and Explanations in Chapter 8 

IV. The Healing of the Blind Man  

     a. The Community Orientation 

     b. The Need for Secrecy in Jesus' Ministry 

     c. The Symbolism of Jesus's Miracle 

         i. Jesus Heals to Challenge the Religious Leaders 

         ii. Jesus Heals with his Saliva as a Form of Anointing 

         iii. Jesus Heals in Two Stages as a Parable for the Disciples 

         iv. The Imagery of Trees in the Bible 

         v. The Restoration of Vision for the Blind Man is Also a Restoration of Vision for the Disciples 

V. What Do You See? 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

PROVIDENCE CHURCH 
 

Providence Church is a member of the Communion of Reformed Evangelical Churches (CREC), 

and a member of Athanasius Presbytery. 
 

THE SESSION 

 

Senior Pastor:  Uri Brito  (850) 377-3049 

Associate Pastor:  Alan Stout   (850) 324-1479 

Elder:  Ron Gilley   (850) 384-2137 
 

 

Deacons:   Ron Smith  . . . . . . . . . . .  (850) 516-2074 

   Kevin Heifner  . . . . . . .  (850) 313-0462 

   Ed Gregg  . . . . . . . . . . . . .  (845) 642-2467 

  Chad Poorman  .….. (850) 602-4017 

     

    
 

 

MAILING ADDRESS 

1765 East Nine Mile Road, Suite 1, #203 • Pensacola, FL 32514 
 

WE’RE SOCIAL  

     providencepensacola.org     facebook.com/groups/ProvidenceCREC    @ProvidenceCREC 
 

 

https://twitter.com/ProvidenceCREC

