A Reformed Evangelical Congregation
THE LORD’S SERVICE
October 10th, 2021
Twentieth Sunday After Pentecost
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open wide
our doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek rest; all who
mourn and long for comfort; all who struggle and desire victory; all who
sin and need the Savior; all who are strangers and want fellowship; all
who hunger and thirst for righteousness; all who are poor in spirit and
desire the riches of the gospel; all who will come to Jesus Christ in living
faith and repentance, looking to Him as both Liberator and Lord.

GOD IS RENEWING HIS COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE
GOD CALLS US AND CLEANSES US
Prelude:
Exhortation
Processional Hymn (Please Stand):
Call to Worship

Mrs. Laura Scott
Processing into God's Presence
How Firm a Foundation

Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
Matthew 18:20; 28:19
People: Amen
Salutation: The Lord be with you!
Ruth 2:4
People: And also with you!
Pastor: I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!”
Psalm 122:1-2
People: Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!
Pastor: Our help is in the name of the Lord!
People: Maker of Heaven and Earth!
Pastor: Dearly beloved brethren, if we say we have no sin we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our sins, He is
faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. Therefore, I pray and beseech you, as many as are
here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble
voice unto the throne of heavenly grace.
Pastor: Come, let us worship and bow down!
People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. (Let all who are able kneel)
Psalm 95:6
Pastor: Most merciful God,
All: In whom we live and move and have our being, our heavenly
Father, your face is hidden from us because of our sins.
Cleanse us, we pray, from all our offenses, and deliver us
from proud thoughts and vain desires. Grant that we may, in
lowliness and meekness, draw near to you. Confessing our
faults and confiding in your grace, we look for your grace
and mercy through Christ, your Son, our Lord. Amen.
(Continue Kneeling for Silent Confession)

Assurance of Pardon
(Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness)
Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in lovingkindness. He has not dealt with us according
to our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this
day know surely your sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name.
Amen!

Psalm of Faith
People: Amen

Acts 13:38

Psalm 2, Why Do the Heathen Nations Rage

GOD CONSECRATES AND RAISES US UP TO HEAVEN
Pastor: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!
People: It is proper and right to do so.

SANCTUS
Pastor: Truly it is fitting, right, wholesome and beneficial that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks to You O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore,
with angels and archangels, with all the company of heaven, and with all the Church on
earth, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

RESPONSIVE PSALM
Pastor: Why are nations turbulent,
People: And peoples murmuring a vain thing?
The kings of earth set themselves,
And rulers consult together,
Against Yahweh
And against his anointed:
Let us break their bonds
And throw off of us their ropes!”
He who sits in the heavens laughs;
My Lord scoffs at them!
Then he speaks to them in his wrath
And in his burning anger he terrifies them:
“I myself have installed my king
On Zion, my holy mountain.”
I will declare the statute:
Yahweh said to me,
“My son you are;
I myself, today, have begotten you.
Ask of me and I will make nations your inheritance
And your possession the ends of earth.
You will rule them with an iron scepter;
Like a potter’s vessel you will smash them.”
And now, kings, be wise;
Be warned, judges of earth.
Serve Yahweh with fear
And exult with trembling.
Kiss the son, lest he be angry
And you perish in the way,
For his wrath will quickly burn.
Blessed are all those who take refuge in him.
Amen!
All: Yes, Amen!

Psalm 2

CONFESSION OF THE NICENE CREED
We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that
is, seen and unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the
Father, God from God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of
one being with the Father. Through Him all things were made. For us and for our
salvation he came down from heaven; by the power of the Holy Spirit he became
incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He was crucified under
Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand
of the Father. He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His
kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father
and the Son. With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken
through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND SUNG LORD’S PRAYER
Please respond at the end of each section:
Pastor: Father, hear our prayer!
People: For Your steadfast love endures forever!

READING OF GOD’S WORD

(Please Stand)

Old Covenant Reading:

Isaiah 29:13-16

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
New Covenant Reading:

James 1:19-27

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading in the Midst of the People:

Mark 7:1-13

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
Hymn of Faith:
People: Amen

Jesus the Very Thought of Thee

SERMON
Pastor: Dr. Uri Brito
Title: The Gospel of the Kingdom, Part 25: Religious Expertise on Trial
(Outline on back page)
Text: Mark 7:1-13

OFFERTORY

(Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16)

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.
Hymn of Response:
People: Amen

Romans 8

Offertory Prayer:
Pastor: Christians, how do you respond to our Lord?
People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us.
We present ourselves as living sacrifices,
And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving.
We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings
In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name,
The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world. Amen.

GOD COMMUNES WITH US
The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of covenant renewal worship. We
invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the
authority of Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine with us as a visitor,
you are acknowledging to the Session of this local church that you are in covenant with God as
an active member of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed. If you have any
doubt about your participation, please speak to one of the pastors before or after the service.
Passing of the Bread: (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”)
Passing of the Wine: (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”)
Congregational Response: Gloria Patri
(Please Stand with Hands Raised)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end,
A-men, A-men.

GOD COMMISSIONS US
The Lord’s Commission:
Pastor: Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!
People: Let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever. AMEN!
Closing Hymn:

Matthew 28:18-20
Psalm 145:21
Let God Arise

People: Amen!
Benediction:
Threefold Amen

Pastor: Go in peace to love and to serve our Risen Lord!
All: Amen!

Numbers 6:24-26

Sermon Text: Mark 7:1-13
Outline:

Prior to the Reformation, Martin Luther intended to begin a conversation on the practice of
indulgences. His 95 theses were articulated carefully for discussion, but the reaction of the
magistrates was one of vicious opposition. One wonders what would have happened if the Church
of the day decided to engage Luther in dialogue. Of course, the end result was a division of
magnificent proportion.
Those who consider themselves to be religious experts cannot tolerate basic questions. They
operate in this fashion because they feel threatened.
In our passage, Jesus challenges the religious experts of the day and the reaction is equally
vicious, but our Lord wastes no time with niceties and goes directly to the heart of the matter,
which is that the Pharisees and Scribes have forsaken the Word of God for worthless traditions.
I.
II.
III.
IV.
V.

When Religious Expertise is on Trial
Confronting the Rituals
Confronting Hypocrisy with a Prophecy (Isa. 29)
Attacking Experts with a Serrated Edge
Challenging False Traditions and Returning to Biblical Tradition
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