VIGILANCE
& Grace
FEBRUARY 6-8, 2015 Featuring Toby Sumpter

.......................................................................................................................................................

Rev. Toby Sumpter (B.A. from
NSA, Studies at Greyfriars Hall,
M.A. in Theological Studies,
from Erskine Theological Seminary) - Married to Jenny (14
years) and 4 children. Served
Holy Trinity (CREC, Greenville,
SC) 2006-2008; Currently pastor of Trinity Reformed Church,
Moscow, ID (2008-present). He is the author the Job commentary, A Son for Glory (Athanasius Press, 2012). Serves as
homiletical instructor at Greyfriars Hall; instructor in Greek
at New St Andrews College.
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FRIDAY:
7-8:30 PM - VIGILANCE AND GRACE IN THE LIFE OF THE
CHURCH PART 1 (AT ST THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH,
301 SAINT THOMAS RD, LANCASTER PA) Childcare provided

SATURDAY:
7:00 AM MEN’S STUDY - VIGILANCE AND GRACE FOR ME
(AT OREGON DAIRY RESTAURANT, 2900 OREGON PK, LIT
10:00 AM WOMEN’S TEA - VIGILANCE AND GRACE FOR W
(AT ST THOMAS EPISCOPAL CHURCH)

SUNDAY:
ALL SAINTS (AT MT. ZION UNITED METHODIST CHURCH,
105 N. 11TH ST., AKRON, PA)
The Good Shepherd
9:15 AM TEACHING TIME - VIGILANCE AND GRACE
IN THE LIFE OF THE CHURCH PART 2 Julien Dupre
COFFEE 10:00 AM (DOWNSTAIRS)
WORSHIP 10:30 A.M. WORD AND SACRAMENT SERVICE
SERMON - THE WATCHFUL CHURCH: LESSONS FOR
CONGREGATIONAL LIFE IN VIGILANCE AND GRACE
How Jesus calls congregations to wage the good fight of faith aga
doctrine and old wives tales, and to be a community of grace, co
ment,
and goodWORSHIP
works, focusing on
the Pastoral Epistles.
FAMILY
LITURGY

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Anno Mundi 5950
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For More Information about All Saints Church
see www.AllSaints-Church.com

March 22, 2020

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Call To Worship (Psalm 23)
Leader: The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; He
leads me beside quiet waters. 3 He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness For
His name’s sake…
Family: Amen!
Hymn: Doxology - PDF | MP3
Praise God from whom all blessings flow, praise him all creatures here below.
Praise him above ye heavenly hosts; praise Father, Son, and Holy Ghost! Amen!

Confession
Leader: Let us pray, kneeling if you can:
Family: Almighty and most merciful Father, we have erred and strayed from your ways like lost
sheep. We have followed too much the devices and desires of our own hearts. We have oﬀended
against your holy laws. We have left undone those things which we ought to have done; and we
have done those things which we ought not to have done; and there is no health in us. O Lord,
have mercy upon us, miserable oﬀenders. Spare those, O God, who confess their faults. Restore
those who are penitent, according to your promises declared unto mankind in Christ Jesus our
Lord. And grant, O merciful Father, for his sake that we may hereafter live a godly, righteous, and
sober life to the glory of your holy name. Amen.
Leader: 1 John 1:9 says, If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to
cleanse us from all unrighteousness.
Family: Thanks be to God, our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name. Amen.
Ascension Hymn: Create in Me a Clean Heart, O God, Psalm 51 - p. 6 below | p. 415 Cantus | PDF | MP3
Collect for the Fourth Sunday of Lent
Leader or Unison: Gracious Father, whose blessed Son Jesus Christ came down from heaven to be the
true bread which gives life to the world: Evermore give us this bread, that he may live in us, and we in
him; who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and for ever. Amen.

Scripture Readings: The Good Shepherd
The Old Testament (1 Samuel 16:1-13):
The Lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul? I have rejected him from being king
over Israel. Fill your horn with oil and set out; I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have
provided for myself a king among his sons.” Samuel said, “How can I go? If Saul hears of it, he will kill
me.” And the Lord said, “Take a heifer with you, and say, ‘I have come to sacrifice to the Lord.’ Invite
Jesse to the sacrifice, and I will show you what you shall do; and you shall anoint for me the one whom
I name to you.” Samuel did what the Lord commanded, and came to Bethlehem. The elders of the city
came to meet him trembling, and said, “Do you come peaceably?” He said, “Peaceably; I have come to
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sacrifice to the Lord; sanctify yourselves and come with me to the sacrifice.” And he sanctified Jesse and
his sons and invited them to the sacrifice.
When they came, he looked on Eliab and thought, “Surely the Lord’s anointed is now before the Lord.”
But the Lord said to Samuel, “Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I
have rejected him; for the Lord does not see as mortals see; they look on the outward appearance, but
the Lord looks on the heart.” Then Jesse called Abinadab, and made him pass before Samuel. He said,
“Neither has the Lord chosen this one.” Then Jesse made Shammah pass by. And he said, “Neither has
the Lord chosen this one.” Jesse made seven of his sons pass before Samuel, and Samuel said to Jesse,
“The Lord has not chosen any of these.” Samuel said to Jesse, “Are all your sons here?” And he said,
“There remains yet the youngest, but he is keeping the sheep.” And Samuel said to Jesse, “Send and
bring him; for we will not sit down until he comes here.” He sent and brought him in. Now he was
ruddy, and had beautiful eyes, and was handsome. The Lord said, “Rise and anoint him; for this is the
one.” Then Samuel took the horn of oil, and anointed him in the presence of his brothers; and the spirit
of the Lord came mightily upon David from that day forward. Samuel then set out and went to
Ramah.
The Optional Psalm Response (1): The King of Love, Psalm 23
p. 7 below | Cantus Christ p. 35 | PDF | MP3
The Optional Psalm Response (2): The Lord is My Shepherd, Psalm 23 (Crimond)
p. 8 below | Cantus Christ p. 38 | PDF | MP3
The Gospel: John 9:1-41
As Jesus walked along, he saw a man blind from birth. His disciples asked him, “Rabbi, who sinned,
this man or his parents, that he was born blind?” Jesus answered, “Neither this man nor his parents
sinned; he was born blind so that God’s works might be revealed in him. We must work the works of
him who sent me while it is day; night is coming when no one can work. As long as I am in the world, I
am the light of the world.” When he had said this, he spat on the ground and made mud with the
saliva and spread the mud on the man’s eyes, saying to him, “Go, wash in the pool of Siloam” (which
means Sent). Then he went and washed and came back able to see. The neighbors and those who had
seen him before as a beggar began to ask, “Is this not the man who used to sit and beg?” Some were
saying, “It is he.” Others were saying, “No, but it is someone like him.” He kept saying, “I am the man.”
But they kept asking him, “Then how were your eyes opened?” He answered, “The man called Jesus
made mud, spread it on my eyes, and said to me, ‘Go to Siloam and wash.’. . [The Pharisees said] “Give
glory to God! We know that this man is a sinner.” He answered, “I do not know whether he is a sinner.
One thing I do know, that though I was blind, now I see.”
Reader: . . . The Gospel of Christ!
Family: Praise be to you, O Christ!
The Catechism for Lent: Heidelberg Catechism Question 1

Leader: What is your only comfort in life and death?

Family: That I am not my own, but belong with body and soul, both in life and in death, to my
faithful Savior Jesus Christ. He has fully paid for all my sins with his precious blood, and has set
me free from all the power of the devil. He also preserves me in such a way that without the will of
my heavenly Father not a hair can fall from my head; indeed, all things must work together for my
salvation. Therefore, by his Holy Spirit he also assures me of eternal life and makes me heartily
willing and ready from now on to live for him.
Page 3 of 12

Fourth Sunday of Lent
Scripture proofs for catechism:
1 Cor. 6:19-20; Rom. 14:7-9; 1 Cor. 3:23; Titus 2:14; 1 Pet. 1:18-19; 1 John 1:7-9, 2:2; John 8:34-36; Heb. 2:14-15; 1 John 3:1-11; John 6:39-40;
10:27-30; 2 Thess. 3:3; 1 Pet. 1:5; Matt. 10:29-31; Luke 21:16-18; Rom. 8:28; Rom. 8:15-16; 2 Cor. 1:21-22; 5:5; Eph. 1:13-14; Rom. 8:1-17

Gloria Patri - Cantus Christ p. 436 | PDF | MP3

Sermon - Psalm 23
[sermon video]
The LORD is my shepherd, I shall not want. 2 He makes me lie down in green pastures; He leads me
beside quiet waters. 3 He restores my soul; He guides me in the paths of righteousness For His name’s
sake. 4 Even though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I fear no evil, for You are with
me; Your rod and Your staﬀ, they comfort me. 5 You prepare a table before me in the presence of my
enemies; You have anointed my head with oil; My cup overflows. 6 Surely goodness and
lovingkindness will follow me all the days of my life, And I will dwell in the house of the LORD
forever.
Psalm 23 is a beautiful poem which expresses the care of the Lord for his people with the wellknown Shepherd/sheep relationship. It is a Psalm of David and calls to mind a young man
who came to know God while tending the flock. Just as David was a good shepherd,
nourishing and protecting the flock, so the Lord was The Good Shepherd (1 Samuel 17:34ﬀ).
This is one of the most memorable passages in Scripture and has been the comfort of God’s
people for over 3000 years. It explains God’s care for us, to lead us, to restore us, to be with us
through the darkness, to strengthen with rod and staﬀ, to prepare a table, to anoint us, to
cause goodness and mercy to follow us – forever. When God looked on David’s heart, by His
grace, David was the kind of believer that placed His trust in Yahweh as Shepherd of His
people. This caused David to sing and play psalms of praise to his Lord.
Insight
Psalm 23 is the best known Psalm in the world. It is a tremendous comfort. The first five words,
like five smooth stones can bring down the giants of self-condemnation and lack of assurance.
•
•
•
•
•

The LORD is my shepherd. That is The one and only Almighty God is the One who cares
for me.
The LORD is my shepherd. He is not a vague deity. He is the Covenant Lord (Yahweh) of
Israel, a covenant keeping God who has committed Himself to the salvation of His people.
The LORD is my shepherd. Now He IS and ever will be at any time I call upon Him, the
only Covenant Lord who is my shepherd.
The LORD is my shepherd. He is certainly the Covenant Lord and Savior of His people and
unlimited in His power to save, but I confess now that He is MY personal Shepherd who
cares for me.
The LORD is my shepherd. Not only is He the Almighty God and Savior, but He saves me
not as a Tyrant, but as a loving Shepherd. So I can claim boldly, “Surely goodness and
mercy shall follow me all the days of my life: and I will dwell in the house of the LORD for
ever.”
Page 4 of 12

Fourth Sunday of Lent

Children’s Catechism
Q. Who is the Lord? A. The Lord is my Shepherd.
Discussion
Have you learned Psalm 23 by heart? If not, can you at least learn the first five words? Which
one of these words is most important for you?
Prayer
Through Christ you make us a new creation, O God, for with Him we pass from sin to the new
life of grace. Accept our prayers in the warm embrace of your compassion, and welcome all
people to the festive banquet of your table, where we may rejoice in your love and celebrate
the inheritance you have given to us. We ask this through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

Family Prayer Time
Leader: Father of Mercies, as Your sons and servants, we boldly approach Your throne of grace in
name of our Lord and Savior, Jesus Christ, who was made like His brethren in all things, so that he
might become a merciful and faithful high priest and is able to come to the aid of those who are
tempted . . .
[Leader: Lord, in your mercy…]
Family Response: Hear our prayers.
The Lord’s Prayer - Cantus Christi p. 411 | PDF | MP3
Closing Hymn: St. Patrick’s Breastplate - p. 9 below | Cantus Christi p. 350 | PDF | MP3
Christ be with me, Christ within me,
Christ behind me, Christ before me,
Christ beside me, Christ to win me,
Christ to comfort and restore me.
Christ beneath me, Christ above me,
Christ in quiet, Christ in danger,
Christ in hearts of all that love me,
Christ in mouth of friend and stranger.
I bind unto myself the Name,
The strong Name of the Trinity,
By invocation of the same,
The Three in One and One in Three.
By Whom all nature hath creation,
Eternal Father, Spirit, Word:
Praise to the Lord of my salvation,
Salvation is of Christ the Lord.
AMEN!
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