A Reformed Evangelical Congregation
THE LORD’S SERVICE
November 17th 2019
23rd Sunday After Pentecost
In the name of Jesus Christ our Lord, we at Providence Church open
wide our doors and welcome all who are spiritually weak and seek rest;
all who mourn and long for comfort; all who struggle and desire victory;
all who sin and need the Savior; all who are strangers and want
fellowship; all who hunger and thirst for righteousness; all who are poor
in spirit and desire the riches of the gospel; all who will come to Jesus
Christ in living faith and repentance, looking to Him as both Liberator
and Lord.

Prayer is the light of the soul
"There is nothing more worthwhile than to pray to God and to converse with him, for
prayer unites us with God as his companions. As our bodily eyes are illuminated by seeing
the light, so in contemplating God our soul is illuminated by him. Of course the prayer I
have in mind is no matter of routine, it is deliberate and earnest. It is not tied down to a
fixed timetable; rather it is a state which endures by night and day.
Our soul should be directed in God, not merely when we suddenly think of prayer, but
even when we are concerned with something else. If we are looking after the poor, if we
are busy in some other way, or if we are doing any type of good work, we should season
our actions with the desire and the remembrance of God. Through this salt of the love of
God we can all become a sweet dish for the Lord. If we are generous in giving time to
prayer, we will experience its benefits throughout our life.
Prayer is the light of the soul, giving us true knowledge of God. It is a link mediating
between God and man. By prayer the soul is borne up to heaven and in a marvellous way
embraces the Lord. This meeting is like that of an infant crying on its mother, and seeking
the best of milk. The soul longs for its own needs and what it receives is better than
anything to be seen in the world.
Prayer is a precious way of communicating with God, it gladdens the soul and gives repose
to its affections. You should not think of prayer as being a matter of words. It is a desire
for God, an indescribable devotion, not of human origin, but the gift of God's grace. As
Saint Paul says: we do not know how to pray as we ought, but the Spirit himself intercedes
for us with sighs too deep for words.
Anyone who receives from the Lord the gift of this type of prayer possesses a richness
that is not to be taken from him, a heavenly food filling up the soul. Once he has tasted
this food, he is set alight by an eternal desire for the Lord, the fiercest of fires lighting up
his soul.
To set about this prayer, paint the house of your soul with modesty and lowliness and
make it splendid with the light of justice. Adorn it with the beaten gold of good works
and, for walls and stones, embellish it assiduously with faith and generosity. Above all,
place prayer on top of this house as its roof so that the complete building may be ready
for the Lord. Thus he will be received in a splendid royal house and by grace his image
will already be settled in your soul.
St John Chrysostom (Hom 6 on Prayer)

GOD IS RENEWING HIS COVENANT WITH HIS PEOPLE
GOD CALLS US AND CLEANSES US
Exhortation
Prelude:
Call to Worship (Please Stand)
Pastor: Let us worship God, in the name of the Father, and of the
Son, and of the Holy Spirit.
People: Amen

Processing with Jesus
Mrs. Danielle Poorman

Matthew 18:20; 28:19

Salutation: The Lord be with you!
People: And also with you!
Pastor:
People:
Pastor:
People:

I rejoiced when they said to me, “Let us go into the house of the Lord!”
Our feet are standing within your gates, O Jerusalem!
Our help is in the name of the Lord!
Maker of Heaven and Earth!

Ruth 2:4

Psalm 122:1-2

Pastor: Dearly beloved brethren, if we say we have no sin we deceive
ourselves and the truth is not in us, but if we confess our sins, He
is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and cleanse us from all
unrighteousness. Therefore I pray and beseech you, as many as
are here present, to accompany me with a pure heart and humble
voice unto the throne of heavenly grace.
Pastor: Come, let us worship and bow down!
People: And kneel before the Lord our Maker. (Let all who are able kneel)
Pastor: Most merciful God,
All: In whom we live and move and have our being, our
heavenly Father, your face is hidden from us because of our
sins. Cleanse us, we pray, from all our offenses, and deliver
us from proud thoughts and vain desires. Grant that we
may, in lowliness and meekness, draw near to you.
Confessing our faults and confiding in your grace, we look
for your grace and mercy through Christ, your Son, our
Lord. Amen.
(Continue Kneeling for Silent Confession)

Psalm 95:6

Assurance of Pardon
(Rise and Hear the Good News of God’s Forgiveness)
Pastor: The Lord is compassionate and gracious, slow to anger and
abounding in lovingkindness. He has not dealt with us according
to our sins nor rewarded us according to our iniquities. On this
day know surely your sins are forgiven through Jesus Christ our
Lord.
All: Thanks be to God. Our sins are forgiven in Jesus’ name.
Amen!
Psalm of Faith:
People: Amen.

Acts 13:38

Psalm 11, I in the Lord Do Put My Trust, pg. 12

GOD CONSECRATES AND RAISES US UP TO HEAVEN
Pastor: Lift up your hearts!
People: We lift them up to the Lord!
Pastor: Let us give thanks to the Lord our God!
People: It is proper and right to do so.

SANCTUS
Pastor: Truly it is fitting, right, wholesome and beneficial that we should at all times, and in all
places, give thanks to You O Lord, holy Father, almighty and everlasting God. Therefore,
with angels and archangels, with all the company of heaven, and with all the Church on
earth, we laud and magnify Your glorious name, evermore praising You and singing:

RESPONSIVE PSALM

Psalm 11

Pastor: To the choirmaster. Of David
In Yahweh I take refuge;
People: How can you say to me:
“Flee to your mountain like a bird.
For look, the wicked bend the bow,
They set their arrow upon the string, To shoot from the shadows at the upright in heart.”
When the foundations are being destroyed,
”What can a righteous one do?”
Yahweh is in His holy temple!
Yahweh is on His heavenly throne!
His eyes observe,
His eyelids examine the sons of Adam. Yahweh examines the righteous one.
But the wicked and the lover of violence His soul hates. He will rain upon the wicked fiery coals and sulfur,
And scorching wind will be the portion of their cup.
For righteous is Yahweh;
Righteousness He loves; The upright will behold His face.
Praise to Yahweh, the God of Israel!
From everlasting and unto everlasting.
Amen!
Yes! Amen!

CONFESSION OF THE NICENE CREED

(Please Remain Standing)

We believe in one God, the Father, the Almighty, maker of heaven and earth, of all that is, seen and
unseen.
We believe in one Lord, Jesus Christ, the only Son of God, eternally begotten of the Father, God from
God, Light from Light, true God from true God, begotten, not made, of one being with the Father.
Through Him all things were made. For us and for our salvation he came down from heaven; by the
power of the Holy Spirit he became incarnate from the Virgin Mary, and was made man. For our sake He
was crucified under Pontius Pilate; He suffered death and was buried. On the third day He rose again in
accordance with the Scriptures; He ascended into heaven and is seated at the right hand of the Father.
He will come again in glory to judge the living and the dead, and His kingdom will have no end.
We believe in the Holy Spirit, the Lord, the giver of life, who proceeds from the Father and the Son.
With the Father and the Son He is worshiped and glorified. He has spoken through the Prophets.
We believe in one holy catholic and apostolic Church.
We acknowledge one baptism for the forgiveness of sins.
We look for the resurrection of the dead, and the life of the world to come. Amen.

PASTORAL PRAYER AND SUNG LORD’S PRAYER

(Back Cover of Hymnal)

Please respond at the end of each section:
Pastor: Father, hear our prayer!
People: For Your steadfast love endures forever!

READING OF GOD’S WORD

(Please Stand)

Old Covenant Reading:

Jonah 4

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
New Covenant Reading:

Colossians 1:15-23

Pastor: This is the Word of the Lord.
People: Thanks be to God.
Gospel Reading in the Midst of the People:

Luke 20:9-26

Pastor: This is the Gospel of the Lord Jesus Christ.
People: Thanks be to God.
Hymn:
People: Amen.

Song of Jonah (Insert)

SERMON
Pastor: Uri Brito
Title: Jonah Series, pt. 16, Final Sermon, Jonah's Silence (Outline on back page)
Text: Jonah 4

OFFERTORY

(Ex. 23:15; 34:20; Dt. 16:16)

Pastor: Let us worship God with our tithes and offerings.
Hymn of Faith:
I Sing the Mighty Power of God (Insert)
People: Amen.
Offertory Prayer:
Pastor: Christians, how do you respond to our Lord?
People: We give only what the Lord has first given to us.
We present ourselves as living sacrifices,
And we offer the sacrifices of praise and thanksgiving.
We cheerfully give these tithes and offerings
In obedience to the Lord, for the glory of His Name,
The health of the Church, and for the sake of the world. Amen.

Song of Jonah

GOD COMMUNES WITH US
The Lord’s Supper is observed every Sunday as the climax of covenant renewal worship. We
invite to the Lord’s Table all those who are baptized disciples of Jesus Christ, under the
authority of Christ and His body, the Church. By eating the bread and wine with us as a visitor,
you are acknowledging to the Session of this local church that you are in covenant with God as
an active member of a congregation in which the Gospel is faithfully confessed. If you have any
doubt about your participation, please speak to one of the pastors before or after the service.

Passing of the Bread: (“The Lord be with you” “The Lord bless you”)
Passing of the Wine: (“The Peace of Christ be with you” “And also with you”)
Congregational Response: Gloria Patri
(Please Stand with Hands Raised)
Glory be to the Father and to the Son and to the Holy Ghost.
As it was in the beginning, is now, and ever shall be,
World without end,
A-men, A-men.

GOD COMMISSIONS US
The Lord’s Commission:

Matthew 28:18-20

Pastor: Our mouths will speak the praise of the Lord!
People: Let all flesh bless His holy name forever and ever. AMEN!
Closing Hymn:
People: Amen!

Psalm 145:21

Mighty Lord, Extend Your Kingdom (Insert)

Benediction:
Threefold Amen
Announcements
Pastor: Go in peace to love and to serve our Risen Lord!
All: Amen!

Numbers 6:24-26

ANNOUNCEMENTS
Upcoming Events
Nov. 24th

The Smiths and Heifners are
Please RSVP and see Ron Smith for
hosting a low country boil after details. At the Heifner’s lovely
Church
home.

Nov. 27-30

Thanksgiving Meal - Camping

Families from Providence are
Camping at Krul Lake for
Thanksgiving
You are invited to come camp or
just come out on Thanksgiving Day
See Ron or Pauline Smith for
details.

Dec. 1st

Dr. Ernest Clark will be sharing
about his labors in India.

He and his wife Tiffany have done
some amazing work in a dark land.
We hope you will plan to stay and
hear his presentation after our
fellowship.

Jan. 2-5

Gloria Sancta Young Adult
Retreat

Jan. 11th

Walk for Life

Singles aged 18-30. Pastor Hadding
is taking a group from Christ
Church and from Trinity in
Valpariso. www.gloriasancta.org for
details.
The Emerald Coast Coalition for Life
is sponsoring this effort. Pastor
Stout is looking for a few volunteers
to help with set up.

ADVENT AND CHRISTMAS SCHEDULE
Dec. 1st

First Sunday of the New Church
Year

Dec. 4th

Vespers

No Meal.

Dec. 11th

Vespers

No Meal

Dec. 15th

Singing Carols at University
Pines Retirement Center

Details to follow

Dec. 18th

Vespers

Soup and Salad Meal. We will
need a few families to make
soups.

Dec. 20th

Annual Wine Tasting

Dec. 24th

Lessons and Carols Service

6:00pm at the home of the
Greggs. This is an adult only
celebration. High School
Graduates and older.
5:00pm at Christ Church in Pace

Dec. 31st

Family Game Night

Details to follow

OUTLINE
Text: Jonah 4
We finish our series returning to the theme of lessons. God teaches us so many things, and at times
we fail to see what he is teaching. What causes that blindness? Sin? Bad friends? Lack of piety? Yes.
Yes. and Yes. But what keeps us blind from God's lessons ultimately is irrationalism (claiming to know
the Gospel better than God). In our final sermon, we focus on what we do when our journey is long
and tiresome. At that moment we shall ask: "Is God sufficient?"
I. Questioning God's Sovereignty
II. Questioning God's Actions
III. Questioning God's Sufficiency
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